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During the lifetime of Alexander Campbell his position relative
to the Old Testament scriptures was a matter of continued contro-
versy. His "Sermon on the Law" was delivered on September 1,
18161 and from that day on various accusations based on his supposed
attitude regarding the Old Testament were made against him from
all sides. The sermon itself was called "damnable heresy" and was
the foundation of his trial as a heretic.2 Some had opposed his ad-
mission into the Redstone Baptist Association because of his "appar-
ent minimizing of the value of the Old Testament.s A book by Oba-
diah Jennings published in 1832 characterized Campbell as a "being
containing the poison of error and the disposition to hiss at long
established and scriptural usages; such as the obligation of obedience
to the 'T/Wrallaw or ten commandments, under the New Testament
dispensation."4 At the close of his debate with John Walker, June,
1820, Mr. Campbell said "I am . . . impeached with utterly throwing
away the Old Testament Scriptures."5

Reaction to Campbell's writing and speaking on the Old Law is
reflected in the Christian Baptist for January 1824. Campbell told
of some who accused him of speaking "blasphemous words against
Moses and the law" and who represented him "as without religion."6
A letter to Mr. Campbell in December 1825 suggested that his opin-
ions on some points were "dangerous" and Dointed to the "casting
off" of the Old Testament as an example.T Late in 1831 R. B. Sem-
ple, in an exchange with Mr. Campbell on the pages of the Millennial
Harbinger, stated:

By one fell swoop you aim to destroy the whole of the Old
Testament. . . from Genesisto Malachi. . . your denial of

1Alexander Campbell, The Me'T/Wrable Sermon on the Law (St.
Louis: Christian Publishing Company, 1889), p. 6.

20p. cit., p. 3; and Alexander Campbell, The Millennial Harbinger,
Third Series, III, No.9 (September 1846), p. 493. (This work is
hereafter referred to as MH.)

8Charles Alexander Young, Historical Documents Advocating Chris-
tian Union (Chicago: The Christian Century Company, 1904; Rose-
mead, California: Old Paths Book Club, 1955), p. 215. (This work
is hereafter referred to as Young, Documents.)

40badiah Jennings, Debate on Campbellism (Pittsburgh: D. and M.
Maclean, 1832), p. 237. (This book is hereafter referred to as Jen-
nings, Debate.)

5Quoted in Robert Richardson, Memoirs of Alexander Campbell
(Cincinnati: Standard Publishing Company, n.d.), II, 28. (This book
is hereafter referred to as Memoirs.)

6Alexander Campbell, The Christian Baptist (Revised by D. S. Bur-
net, from the second edition with Mr. Campbell's last corrections)
(St. Louis: Christian Publishing Co., n.d.), I, No.6 (January 1824),
p. 39. (Hereafter this work is called CB.)

TOp. cit., III, No.9 (April 1826), pp. 227, 228.
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