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Restorationists in the South during the Civil War are often assumed to
have been either pacifists with Southern leanings or actively Confederate.
Pro-Union sentiment among members of the Church of Christ/Christian
Church, however, was fairly widespread, especially in the border areas of the
Confederacy. There were ministers, individuals, and even whole congrega-
tions who actively supported the North. Conflict often resulted when these
partisans came into contact with those of the movement who were in
sympathy with or actively supported the more usual Confederate position.

When it became obvious that a Civil War was imminent between North
and South, Restoration Movement leaders on both sides worried about the
effect upon Christian unity. It had been only about twenty-five years since
the more northerly Campbell movement had united with the more southerly
Stone movement. The strength of the combined group was primarily in the
middle states rather than in the upper North or lower South. Opinion about
the war would be expected to be divided in these states. Western Virginia,
the home of the Campbell faction, declared for the Union when Virginia
seceded, but there was considerable Southern sentiment as well. Kentucky,
the home of the Stone faction, tried very hard to remain neutral; but
eventually declared for the Union when the South refused to respect its
desire for neutrality. These events left the birthplaces of both movements
and the majority of their adherents within the states loyal to the Union. A
considerable membership, however, also resided in the Confederacy.

Within the seceded states the well-known, Southern minister-editors
David Lipscomb and Tolbert Fanning were convinced that Christians should
not participate in the conflict even if they sympathized with the Southern
cause, as did Lipscomb and Fanning. Their view was not generally accepted
before or during the war, however, and most Southern restorationists of
military age volunteered or were drafted. This was true even of the students
at Franklin College, a religious school founded by Fanning. Other Southern
ministers, for example T. W. Caskey and Benjamin F. Hall, were well known







