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Restorationists in the South during the Civil War are often assumed to
have been either pacifists with Southern leanings or actively Confederate.
Pro-Union sentiment among members of the Church of Christ/Christian
Church, however, was fairly widespread, especially in the border areas of the
Confederacy. There were ministers, individuals, and even whole congrega-
tions who actively supported the North. Conflict often resulted when these
partisans came into contact with those of the movement who were in
sympathy with or actively supported the more usual Confederate position.

When it became obvious that a Civil War was imminent between North
and South, Restoration Movement leaders on both sides worried about the
effect upon Christian unity. It had been only about twenty-five years since
the more northerly Campbell movement had united with the more southerly
Stone movement. The strength of the combined group was primarily in the
middle states rather than in the upper North or lower South. Opinion about
the war would be expected to be divided in these states. Western Virginia,
the home of the Campbell faction, declared for the Union when Virginia
seceded, but there was considerable Southern sentiment as well. Kentucky,
the home of the Stone faction, tried very hard to remain neutral; but
eventually declared for the Union when the South refused to respect its
desire for neutrality. These events left the birthplaces of both movements
and the majority of their adherents within the states loyal to the Union. A
considerable membership, however, also resided in the Confederacy.

Within the seceded states the well-known, Southern minister-editors
David Lipscomb and Tolbert Fanning were convinced that Christians should
not participate in the conflict even if they sympathized with the Southern
cause, as did Lipscomb and Fanning. Their view was not generally accepted
before or during the war, however, and most Southern restorationists of
military age volunteered or were drafted. This was true even of the students
at Franklin College, a religious school founded by Fanning. Other Southern
ministers, for example T. W. Caskey and Benjamin F. Hall, were well known
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for their enthusiastic support for secession and the war. Fanning’s Gospel

" Advocate even complained that preachers in general had “run perfectly mad

about politics.” Although in the minority, some Southern ministers,
individuals, and whole congregations refused to support the Confederacy
either emotionally or actively, but rather cast their lot with the Union.

Restoration Unionists in the South are overlooked because Southern -

Unionists in general are overlooked. Although as many as one-fourth to
one-third of the people of the South opposed secession and about ten percent
of the available manpower of the South fought on the Union side,' they are
scarcely remembered. The myth that there had been a solidly pro-rebel
consensus developed after Reconstruction when the pre-war leaders regained
control in the South. It became unwise for former Unionists to speak of their
wartime allegiance. Southern then became synonymous with Confederate in
the minds of later generations. Restoration Movement historians have
generally assumed that any Union sympathy that existed among Southern
restoration churches was only in isolated individual responses. No
comprehensive list of Southern restorationists exists, of course, but church
records, local histories, military records, loyalist claims, and biographies do
remain. Sampling these sources in areas known to have had pro-Union
populations yields sufficient evidence to establish that loyalist sentiments
were at least as prevalent among restorationists as in the general Southern
population. Indeed, they were probably greater than in those religious groups
whose membership included more of the deep South.

Some of the most concentrated Unionist sentiment inside the eleven
states of the Confederacy existed in Tennessee, northern Alabama, and
northern and central Texas. These regions were not the Cotton Kingdom
where large slave plantations were the rule but were rather areas populated
by yeomen farmers and small landowners with few slaves. It was among this
class and in these areas that the Restoration Movement had made some of its
largest gains in the South. It is to be expected, therefore, that restorationists
who sympathized with the Union position could be found in these places. It

is also to be expected that support for the Union would be very unpopular
with restorationists who supported the Confederacy. - ‘

Tennessee had the largest loyalist population. The first vote on secession
failed, and the second, positive vote was obtained by the use of force. Much
of east Tennessee and four counties in midwest Tennessee continued to vote
to remain in the Union even on the second vote. Tennessee also had the most

! Richard Nelson Current, Lincoln's Loyalists (New York: Oxford Univ. Press,
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restoration churches of any state within the Confederacy. These churches

In the extreme northern part of middle Tennessee, Just across the line

from pro-Union Kentucky, the churches were often sympathetic with the
Northern cause. Some Civil War era church records remain for the area
Young men from these churches Jjoined the Eighth Tennessee Mounteci
Infantry, psA, or crossed into Kentucky and joined Kentucky regiments. A
shart?d ministry with the Mulky and Stone churches of Kentucky fam'il
relationships, and a rim of hills separated these churches from tl’ne mo t
pro—Soutth middle Tennessee churches around Nashville.? *
' E\.len in l'n_iddle Tennessee some individuals and groups maintained their
Umon1§t posttion. David Lipscomb was called to-a congregation in Franklin
to mediate between the Union and Confederate partisans within the church
He manageq to convince them at least to keep politics out of the formai
assembly. Lipscomb wrote in the Gospel Advocate about another church
howe.ver, whose worship was disrupted. The deacons were Unionists and’
certain secessionist women did not wish to take communion when it, was
pas{sed by these men. This church solved its problem by dismissing the
Uplon deacons and appointing secessionists.* In the same vicinity Absglom
Nicks Jr., a pre.acher in Dickson County, was well known for his opposition
to the war. His support for the Unijon caused the military governor of
Ten.nesse‘e: “Parson” Brownlow, to appoint him to represent Dickson County
during military oFcupation even though Nicks did not apply for the position.’
Seyen count.xes in east Tennessee had churches that were visible enougil
to bg included in the 1860 religious census. The Millennial Harbinger
mentioned four churches in Carter County; hence that county was chosenior
study. C?.rfer elected to remain with the United States by a vote of 1343 to
90; thus it is no surprise that the families on the church rolls are prominent
on-the r.olls f’f the Thirteenth Tennessee Cavalry, USA, and other federal
units ralset.i in the area. The Goodspeed Biographies of East Tennesseans
also mentions the influential Elder John F. Grisham of neighborin
Washington County as a strong Union man. Grisham held several higﬁ

1860 U. S. Religious Census.
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political offices and was the son of the minister who was the first to preach
the Christian doctrine in East Tennessee. Allegiances within churches in
other counties can be presumed to be similar since the overall vote in East
Tennessee against leaving the Union was more than two to one.°
Four counties in Midwest Tennessee remained loyal, and several other
counties nearby had considerable minorities of loyalists. The largest congre-
gation in the area was the Roan’s Creek Church in Carroll County. Almost
every family in this church had relatives in the Seventh Tennessee Cavalry
or Second Tennessee Mounted Infantry, USA. Thirty soldiers from this
church, including two medical doctors, can be easily identified. The highest
ranking officer was Major Milton Hardy, descendant of the Gist and Hardy
families who had donated the land for the church building. Hardy led some
of his fellow Christians in the Seventh Cavalry and later recruited more for
the Second Tennessee Mounted Infantry, which was .nicknamed Hardy’s
Battalion. Hardy was killed while attempting to kidnap Tennessee Governor
Isham Harris near Paris, Tennessee, and is buried near the old campground
on the Gist property that was mentioned frequently in Stone’s Christian
Messenger.

The second largest church in Carroll County was the Reedy Creek
Church near Leach. It was also decidedly pro-Union. The minister, sixty-
two-year-old John Neely, raised a company for the First West Tennessee
Infantry, USA, and was elected its captain. Neely and three of his sons died
during the war and are buried in Antioch Cemetery, Carroll County, under
a large Union marker which details their war records. Other members of this

congregation, including one sixty-four-year-old private, were mustered into

the Sixth, Seventh and Twelfth Tennessee Cavalries, USA.

Just below Carroll County in the pro-Union eastern section of
Henderson County, the Christian Chapel Church also had little sympathy for
the Southern cause. The church records characterized the war as a
“rebellion” and expressed fear for the safety of the loyalist members if they
attempted to hold services. This county was noted for extreme acts of
violence among the partisan civilians. At the end of the war the clerk entered
the following into the church book:

During the great political rebellion of 1860 we continued to meet until

sometime in the year 1862. Owing to the troubled condition of the country, the

members thought best for their personal safety and well being to absent
themselves until more favorable opportunity should offer and [there] was no

§ Richard Nelson Current, Lincoln’s Loyalists, 29.
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regular meeting until sometime i
: in the year 1865 whe
survived the gun again to come together . . . " the members that

and S:::: ::li\e'ii‘i,ans. from tll:e west Tennessee churches left the Confederacy
: ar in southern lllinois around Metropolis and M
In western Kentucky around Paducah. A memoir wri on by Molly Necly, tho
! ! . oir written by Molly Neely, th
niece of Captain John Neely, mentions lics ¢ both Roan's
y numerous families from both ’
Creek and Reedy Creek who fled et e
the Confederacy and settled i
Some, like Molly Necly’ ! y and settled in that area.
\ y’s family, returned to west Tenn
but many remained to swell the churches there.® Fasce after the war,
exwr’fg:dozgomglon;o rebellion that characterized midwest Tennessee also
er the line into northern Alabama. The area with i
percentages of loyalists had at least eleven . ion ch tos pnest
. of ke toration churches, t
which were in Winston County. This ¢ « oo v
. ounty “seceded” from Alab
Alabama seceded from the Unio o Wi
n. The Brushy Creek Church i i
(now Cullman) County seems orevailing. macr
' . to have followed the prevailin i-
g:;fﬁgtgz:ltteh :;l:n}llnzm'u]l-. thef county. The two leading families, the Sseeagnltels
, had eight of their sons in the Union Army.* “;'ll'
even served for a time as General Sherman’ vd. Moss nouter)
for bodyguard. Most
Alabama Unionists were in the Fir 2 C * e ey Ut
. 1 st Alabama Cavalry, USA, the only Uni
regiment raised in the state, or they cro ine a rved in the woet
Tenease fogoin the st y crossed the line and served in the west
disruTltledcll:urches ar(')u-nd F lorence, Alabama, seem to have been especially
betwge:l th); tl;e part(lim’}‘)atlon of many of their members in a running battle
econd Tennessee Mounted Infan USA ‘
Lauderdale County Confederate V ik e of
olunteers. Several memb
Thrasher family were in the USA i i mous Lt Eline
troops, including the infam i
Thrasher, as well as the son of J . ion et
s ohn Wade, a prominent pro-Union
¢ y - tt
g(l;l:lt:‘r:t:v:z had ban baptized by Alexander Campbell. Thg Chisolm f:zli;);
y marriage to Confederate Benjamin F. Hall in the
Confederate Volunteers. These int lics, 25 woll ¢ oo st
. errelated families, as well
from the local churches, carried ict in th o yoars of the
, on a conflict in the declining years of th
war that often had more in common with bushwhacking than fvii’h th 1
rules of war.!° © uouel
A peculiar footnote to north Al i
: abama history was the invitati
extended to Union commander James Garfield to speak at the Mooresv;ﬁz
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