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As the author of a "word of exhortation" (Heb 13:22) to a
discouraged community, the writer of Hebrews appeals to the OT more
consistently than any other writer of the NT, thus becoming one of the first
writers to establish the meaning of the OT for the church. Indeed, Hebrews
consists largely of a series of reflections on a variety of texts that are
contemporized for the sake of the recipients. As the literature on Hebrews
indicates, one may examine the hermeneutics of Hebrews from more than
one perspective. Most studies ,of the author's hermeneutics have focused
on the intellectual environment. James Moffatt I and C. Spicq,2 for
example, argued that the author of Hebrews employs the allegorical
method of Philo of Alexandria. L. GoppeIt, in Typos, argued that the
author's exegetical work is most dependent on typology.3 S. Kistemaker,
in The Psalms Citations in the Epistle to the Hebrews, suggested that
Hebrews employs the pesher style of interpretation that was characteristic
of the Dead Sea Scrolls. According to Kistemaker, "Nearly every chapter
of Hebrews reveals the peculiar features of midrash pesher."4 Otto Michel
also argued for the similarities in the exegetical method of Hebrews and
the Dead Sea Scrolls.5

I James Moffatt, A Critical and Exegetical Commentaryon the Epistle to
the Hebrews (ICC; Edinburgh: T. And T. Clark, 1924) xlvi, "The exegetical
methods which the author took over from the Alexandrian school are not ours."

2 C. Spicq, L 'Epitre aux Hebreux (Paris: Lecoffre, 1952) 1.330-50.
3 Goppeltmaintains:"It is significant that Hebrews, the NT book that has

the most quotations from the OT, makes the most intensive use of typology."
Typos (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1982) 176.

4 S. Kistemaker, The Psalm Citations in Hebrews (Amsterdam, 1974) 174.
5 O. Michel,Der Brief an die Hebriier(KEKNT;Gottingen: Vandenhoeck

und Ruprecht, 1966) 76.




