
 

Important Contact Information  
Inquiries concerning admission to the university, except the Graduate 

School and Bachelor of Applied Studies, should be addressed to: 

 

OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS  

ACU Box 29000; Abilene, Texas 79699-9000 

Hunter Welcome Center, Suite 140 

Phone: 325-674-2650 (in Abilene) 

            800-460-6228 (outside Abilene) 

Fax: 325-674-2130 

Email: info@admissions.acu.edu 

Web: www.acu.edu/admissions 

  

Inquiries concerning admission to the Bachelor of Applied Studies 

Program should be addressed to: 

 

BACHELOR OF APPLIED STUDIES PROGRAM  

ACU Box 28082; Abilene, Texas 79699-8082 

Hunter Welcome Center 

Phone: 325-674-2505 

            800-657-9081(outside of Abilene) 

Fax: 325-674-6903 

Email: bas@acu.edu 

Web: www.acu.edu/bas 

 

Inquiries concerning financial aid, student accounts and billing should 

be addressed to: 

 

STUDENT FINANCIAL SERVICES  

ACU Box 29007; Abilene, Texas 79699-9007 

Welcome Center, Zellner Hall, Room 100 

Phone: 325-674-2300 (in Abilene) 

            888-588-6083 (outside Abilene) 

Fax: 325-674-2963 

Email: depot@acu.edu 

Web: www.acu.edu/campusoffices/sfs  

  

Inquiries concerning account balance, payments, refunds, transcripts, 

enrollment verification, apply for graduation, change your major, 

request a TCA, contact your financial aid advisor, sign loan checks, 

update your address, request name change, buy Bean Bucks or Campus 

Cash, ID card, parking permit should be addressed to: 

 

THE DEPOT  

ACU Box 27940; Abilene, Texas 79699-7940 

McGlothlin Campus Center 

Phone: 325-674-2300 (in Abilene) 

            888-588-6083 (outside Abilene) 

Fax: 325-674-6850 

Email: thedepot@acu.edu 

Ordering a transcript: www.acu.edu/transcript 

Inquiries concerning transcripts, academic records, veterans benefits 

and enrollment verification should be addressed to: 

 

OFFICE OF THE REGISTRAR  

ACU Box 29141; Abilene, Texas 79699-9141 

Hardin Administration Building, Room 207 

Phone: 325-674-2235 (in Abilene) 

            888-588-6083 (outside Abilene) 

Fax: 325-674-2238 

Email: registrar@acu.edu 

Web: www.acu.edu/registrar 

 

Inquiries concerning residence halls or available  housing should be 

addressed to: 

 

  OFFICE OF RESIDENCE LIFE  

  EDUCATION AND HOUSING 

  ACU Box 29004; Abilene, Texas 79699-9004 

  McKinzie Hall, West, Room 120 

  Phone: 325-674-2066 

  Fax: 325-674-6475 

  Email: reslife@acu.edu 

  Web: www.acu.edu/reslife 

  

 Inquiries concerning health records and  immunizations should be 

addressed to: 

 

  MEDICAL CLINIC  

  ACU Box 28154; Abilene, Texas 79699-8154 

  McKinzie Hall, East, Room 145 

  Phone: 325-674-2625 

  Fax: 325-674-6998 

  Email: rectoras@acu.edu 

  Web: www.acu.edu/medical 

  

 Inquiries concerning admission to the Graduate  School should be 

addressed to: 

 

  OFFICE OF GRADUATE ADMISSIONS  

  ACU Box 29000; Abilene, Texas 79699-9000 

  Hunter Welcome Center, Room 272 

  Phone: 325-674-2656 (in Abilene) 

              800-460-6228 (outside Abilene) 

  Fax: 325-674-6717 

  Email: gradinfo@acu.edu 

  Web: www.acu.edu/grad 

  

 Inquiries concerning: 

 

      SEMESTER SCHEDULE 

       www.acu.edu/schedulebulletin 

 

       FINAL EXAM SCHEDULE  

       www.acu.edu/finalexams  

 

  Directory assistance for other offices is available through 

  the ACU switchboard: 325-674-2000. 

 
 

This catalog contains information about undergraduate and graduate programs and is intended to be a description of the policies, academic programs, 

degree requirements and course offerings in effect for the 2009-2010 academic year. The university has endeavored to make it as accurate as possible 

at the press deadline. It should not be construed as an irrevocable contract between the student and the university. Abilene Christian University 

reserves the right to change any of the policies, procedures or fees described in this catalog and to apply these changes to any or all of its students as 

it finds necessary. The university may also choose to add or delete course offerings, degree programs or other programs at any time. 
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From the  President  
     Welcome to Abilene Christian University! 

     Weôre glad youôre making plans to join us for the 2009-10 school year. Our campus is full of students 

who are discovering what it means to receive an education in a vibrant, innovative intellectual community. 

Our mission is to education students for Christian service and leadership throughout the world, and our 

faculty and staff work to do just that. 

     ACUôs exceptional faculty and staff members challenge and mentor their students, equipping them to 

make a real difference in the world ï in their homes, churches and communities. We believe true learning 

happens where the classroom and the world meet, so we offer numerous opportunities for hands-on 

learning in and out of the classroom. We strive to create an atmosphere of authentic spiritual and 

intellectual growth, blending a first-class education with opportunities to stretch yourself and challenge 

your faith. 

     As an ACU student, you will learn how to take ownership of your academic career, preparing yourself 

for life after college. ACU also occurs dozens of opportunities for you to grow spiritually and socially through co-curricular activities, 

campus organizations and service learning. We are training the next generation of Christian servant-leaders, and we welcome you as a 

part of that group. 

     U.S. News and World Report has name ACU both a ñBest Collegeò and a ñBest College Buyò in its annual ranking of colleges and 

universities. ACU also appeared near the head of the class in 2008 in the new U.S. News category recognizing innovation among 70 

schools that peer institutions believe ñeveryone should be watching.ò Our hands-on approach to learning, state-of-the-art technology 

and Christian focus combine to offer our students a unique learning experience. 

     This catalog explains our undergraduate and graduate academic programs, requirements for admission and the various support 

services available on campus. Please call one of our toll-free numbers if you have additional questions. Our Admissions team is ready 

to help you enroll, and the provostôs staff and Graduate school staff are excited to assist you in planning and accomplishing your 

academic goals. 

     We look forward to welcoming you into the ACU family. 

ï Dr. Royce Money 
 

 

 

From the Provost  
     Welcome to Abilene Christian University!  The catalog which follows is a listðan important list, 

certainlyðof the courses, the degree plans, the academic policies, and the faculty of ACU.  But although it 

is an important list, the catalog really cannot capture the essence of the university. 

     Abilene Christian University is a higher learning community committed to the mission of educating 

students for Christian service and leadership throughout the world.  It is a higher learning community 

dedicated to honoring God through serious academic inquiry at both the undergraduate and graduate 

levels.   

     We welcome you into this higher learning community and invite you to engage fully in it.  We 

encourage you to engage fully the concepts and the questions which are part of the daily classroom 

experience.  We encourage you also to engage fully the experiences which are beyond the classroom.  

Explore every learning opportunity the university has to offer!  Explore the opportunity to study abroad, to 

participate in research with a faculty mentor, to develop leadership skills, to gain experience through 

practica and internships, to learn through service to the community.   

     ACUôs faculty and staff stand ready and eager to help you become a part of this higher learning community.  Whether you are a 

new freshman or a returning graduate student, whether you are enrolled in degree programs on campus or online, we want you to be 

fully engaged in the ACU higher learning community. 

     As faculty and staff, we believe that ACU is one of the finest comprehensive Christian universities in the nation.  We want you to 

use this catalog as a guide to your academic program, but we also are eager for you to experience firsthand the essence of this 

university.  Welcome to ACU!  May God bless you richly in your ACU experience! 

ï Dr. Jeanine Varner 
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Abilene  Christian University Calendar  
For a more complete academic calendar, visit the Registrarôs Web page at www.acu.edu/registrar  

and click on the ñCalendarò link.  For a calendar of upcoming ACU events, go to www.acu.edu/events. 

June 2009 

 2 Session II begins 

 18 Last day to withdraw from a Session II class 

 19 Session II ends 

   23           Session III begins 

 28-30 June Passport 
  
July 2009 

 3 Independence Day Holiday (no classes) 

 9 Last day to withdraw from a Session III class 

 10           Session III ends 

 14 Session IV begins 

 30 Last day to withdraw from Session IV class 

 31 Session IV  ends 

 

August 2009 

 4    Session V begins 

 7    Commencement, 7:30 p.m., Moody Coliseum 

 14    Residence Halls open for Welcome Week leaders 

 15    Residence Halls open for freshmen and transfers 

 16-18 August Passport 

 18-22 Welcome Week (Tuesday-Saturday) 

 20 Last day to withdraw from a Session V class 

 21 Session V ends 

 22    Residence Halls open for returning students  

 24    First day of class 

  Official Opening Ceremony, 11 a.m., Moody Coliseum 

 28    Last day to register for classes  
 

September 2009 

 4 Last day to request Credit/No-Credit or Pass/Fail 

 20-23     Lectureship (September Summit) 
 

October 2009 

 17 Homecoming 

 23 Fall Break (no classes) 
 

November 2009 

 13 Last day to withdraw from a class 

 25-27 Thanksgiving Holidays (no classes) 
 

December 2009 

 4 Last day of class 

  Last day to withdraw from the university 

 7 Dead Day (no classes) 

 8-11 Final Exams (Tuesday-Friday) 

 11 Commencement, 7:30 p.m., Moody Coliseum 

 12 Residence Halls close, noon 

 14 Christmas Holidays begin 

 17 Grades available online at 8 a.m. 
 

January 2010 

 4-8 January Intensive Courses 

 8-9 Welcome Weekend 

 9 Residence Halls open 

 11 First day of class 

 15 Last day to register for classes 

 18 Martin Luther King Holiday (no classes) 

 22 Last day to request Credit/No-Credit or Pass/Fail 
 

February 2010 

1 School of Nursing applications due 

 19-20 Sing Song 
 

March 2010 

 15-19 Spring Break (no classes) 
 

 

April 2010 
 2 Easter Holiday (no classes) 

   5             Last day to withdraw from a class 

   30 Last day of class 

  Last day to withdraw from the university 

 

May 2010 

 3 Dead Day (no classes) 

 4-7 Final Exams (Tuesday-Friday) 

 8 Commencement, Moody Coliseum  

       11 a.m., College of Biblical Studies, College of Business 

                      Administration, College of Education and Human 

                      Services, Patty Hanks Shelton School of Nursing 

       3 p.m.,   College of Arts and Sciences 

  Residence Halls close, noon 

 10 Summer Term Session I begins 

 13 Spring grades available online at 8 a.m. 

 28 Summer Term Session I ends 

 31 Memorial Day Holiday (no classes) 

 

June 2010 

 1             Summer Term Session II begins 

 17 Last day to withdraw from a Session II class 

 19 Summer Term Session II ends 

   21           Summer Term Session III begins 

   27-29 June Passport 
 

July 2010 

 5 Independence Day Holiday (no classes) 

 8 Last day to withdraw from a Session III class 

 9             Summer Term Session III ends 

 12 Summer Term Session IV begins 

 29 Last day to withdraw from Session IV class 

 30 Summer Session IV ends 

 

August 2010 

 6 Commencement, 7:30 p.m., Moody Coliseum 

 13 Residence Halls open for Welcome Week leaders 

 14 Residence Halls open for freshmen and transfers 

 15-17 August Passport 

 17-21 Welcome Week (Tuesday-Saturday) 

 21 Residence Halls open for returning students 

 23 First day of class 

  Official Opening Ceremony, 11 a.m., Moody Coliseum 

 27    Last day to register for classes  
 

September 2010 

 3 Last day to request Credit/No-Credit or Pass/Fail 

 19-22 Lectureship (September Summit) 
 

October 2010 

 15 Fall Break (no classes) 

 30 Homecoming 

 

November 2010 

 12 Last day to withdraw from a class 

 24-26 Thanksgiving Holidays (no classes) 
 

December 2010 

 3 Last day of class 

  Last day to withdraw from the university 

 6 Dead Day (no classes) 

 7-10 Final Exams (Tuesday-Friday) 

 10 Commencement, 7:30 p.m., Moody Coliseum 

 11 Residence Halls close, noon 

 13 Christmas Holidays begins 

 16 Grades available online at 8 a.m. 

http://www.acu.edu/registrar
http://www.acu.edu/events
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ACU PROFILE  
 The university: A selective four-year private Christian university. 

ACU includes the colleges of Arts and Sciences, Biblical Studies, 

Business Administration, Education and Human Services, the 

Graduate School, the Graduate School of Theology, the School of 

Information Technology and Computing, the School of Social Work, 

and the Patty Hanks Shelton School of Nursing. It is affiliated with the 

Churches of Christ and is one of the largest private universities in the 

Southwest. 
  

 Academic programs*: Students may choose from 62 baccalaureate 

majors that include more than 100 areas of study, 27 masterôs degree 

programs and one doctoral program. 
 

 Accreditation:  Abilene Christian University is accredited by the 

Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and 

Schools to award associate, baccalaureate, masterôs and doctoral 

degrees. 
 

 Students: About 4,700 students, including more than 3,900 

undergraduates and 760 graduate students, generally from all 50 states 

and about 60 other countries. 
 

 Location: ACU is in Abilene, Texas, an award-winning city of 

115,000 people 150 miles west of the Dallas and Fort Worth area. 
 

 Faculty: More than 220 full-time faculty members with 97 percent of 

tenure-track faculty holding terminal degrees. A student-to-faculty 

ratio of 16:1. 
 

 Financial aid: Last year, ACU awarded more than $66 million to its 

students. Ninety-two percent of freshmen received financial aid, and 

their average amount (a combination of scholarships, grants, work-

study and loans) was $12,960.  

 Annual cost: $25,156* for tuition, fees, room and board, plus 

approximately $1,000 for textbooks and supplies. 
 

 Health professional school acceptance rate: More than 80 percent of 

ACU students who apply for admission to medical and dental schools 

are accepted, a rate double the national average. 
 

 International study:  ACUôs Study Abroad programs take students to 

study in places such as Europe, Asia, Latin America and Africa. 

Nearly 25 percent of graduating seniors have studied abroad. 
 

 Campus technology: Each residence hall has wireless Internet 

capability and several computers and printers available for student use. 

Several major buildings also have wireless Internet capability, 

including the library. Each ACU student has an email address and 

access to the Internet and campus servers. 
 

 Campus organizations: There are more than 100 campus 

organizations in which students can become involved, including social 

clubs; government; and service, honor and special-interest groups. 
 

 Intramurals:  About 3,000 students participate each year in 22 

intramural sports and other activities such as flag football, basketball, 

softball, volleyball and waterball. Students also can be involved in the 

roller hockey, menôs soccer, and bike clubs. 
 

 Athletics: NCAA Division II, Lone Star Conference. Football, menôs 

and womenôs basketball, baseball, menôs golf, menôs and womenôs 

cross country, menôs and womenôs track and field, womenôs 

volleyball, menôs and womenôs tennis, womenôs softball, and 

womenôs soccer. ACU  is an annual contender for the Learfield Sports 

Directorsô Cup, recognizing the best all-around sports program in 

NCAA Division II. 

*For 2008-09 school year. 

MAJOR UNDERGRADUATE AREAS OF STUDY  

Agricultural and Environmental Science: 

     Agribusiness, Animal Science, Environmental Science 
 

Art and Design:  Art, Graphic Design/Advertising,  

     Interior Design 
 

Bible, Missions and Ministry:  Biblical Text, Christian Ministry,  

     Missions, Vocational Missions, Youth and Family Ministry,  

     Ministry to Children and Families, Worship Ministry 
 

Biology:  Biology, Life Science Teaching 
 

Business Administration:  Accounting, Financial Management,  

     Management, Marketing, Information Systems* 
 

Chemistry:  Biochemistry, Chemistry, Physical Science Teaching 
 

Communication:  Human Communication 
 

Communication Sciences and Disorders 
 

** Education:  Early Childhood, Fourth Grade through Eighth  

     Grade, High School (Eighth through Twelfth Grade), All-level  

     Special Education 
 

English 
 

Exercise Science and Health:  Exercise Science, Exercise and  

     Sport Science, Nutrition, Physical Education 
 

Foreign Languages:  Spanish 
 

History :  History, Social Studies for Teachers 
 

Information Technology and Computing:  Computer Science,  

     Information Systems*, Information Technology 

Interdisciplinary Studies 
 

International Studies 
 

Journalism and Mass Communication:  Advertising/Public Relations, 

Electronic Media, Journalism 
 

Mathematics:  Mathematics, Actuarial Science 
 

Music:  Vocal, Instrumental, Piano, Music 
 

Nursing 
 

Physics 
 

Political Science 
 

*** Pre-Professional 
 

Psychology 
 

Sociology and Family Studies:  Sociology, Family Studies 
 

Social Work 
 

Theatre 
 

*  The B.B.A. in Information Systems is offered collaboratively by the 

College of Business Administration and the School of Information 

Technology and Computing.  
 

** Students interested in teacher certification should consult the 

Department of Teacher Educationôs section of the ACU Catalog for 

information about available areas of certification. 
 

*** Students who wish to prepare for professional fields can receive 

special advising in the following pre-professional areas: Architecture, 

Dentistry, Engineering, Law, Medicine, Medical Technology, Optometry, 

Pharmacy, Veterinary Medicine. 

http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134103:/catalog/2008_09/departments/cas/ag.xml
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134100:/catalog/2008_09/departments/cas/art.xml
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134125:/catalog/2008_09/departments/cbs/index.xml
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134099:/catalog/2008_09/departments/cas/biology.xml
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134123:/catalog/2008_09/departments/coba/index.xml
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134107:/catalog/2008_09/departments/cas/chemistry.xml
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134102:/catalog/2008_09/departments/cas/communication.xml
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134114:/catalog/2008_09/departments/cehs/commdisorder.xml
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134113:/catalog/2008_09/departments/cehs/curric.xml
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134106:/catalog/2008_09/departments/cas/english.xml
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134116:/catalog/2008_09/departments/cehs/exsc.xml
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134096:/catalog/2008_09/departments/cas/foreignlan.xml
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134101:/catalog/2008_09/departments/cas/history.xml
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134119:/catalog/2008_09/departments/ischool/index.xml
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134085:/catalog/2008_09/departments/interdisciplinary/index.xml
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134080:/catalog/2008_09/departments/interdisciplinary/international.xml
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134108:/catalog/2008_09/departments/cas/journalism.xml
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134104:/catalog/2008_09/departments/cas/math.xml
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134093:/catalog/2008_09/departments/cas/music.xml
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134110:/catalog/2008_09/departments/nursing/index.xml
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134105:/catalog/2008_09/departments/cas/physics.xml
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134095:/catalog/2008_09/departments/cas/political.xml
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134228:/catalog/2008_09/universityinfo/academic.xml#Pre-Professional and Cooperative
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134098:/catalog/2008_09/departments/cas/psych.xml
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134097:/catalog/2008_09/departments/cas/sociology.xml
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134115:/catalog/2008_09/departments/cehs/schoolsocial.xml
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134092:/catalog/2008_09/departments/cas/theatre.xml
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About ACU 
www.acu.edu Å 325-674-2000 

ACU Box 29000, Abilene, Texas 79699-9000 

Our mission: To educate students for Christian service and 

leadership throughout the world. 

Our promise: ACU is a vibrant, innovative, Christ-centered 

community that engages students in authentic spiritual and 

intellectual growth, equipping them to make a real difference in the 

world. 

Abilene Christian University is the premier university for the 

education of Christ-centered, global leaders, offering an exceptional 

education to about 4,700 students annually from nearly every state and 

60 nations. This private, comprehensive university, founded in 1906 in 

Abilene, Texas, offers 62 baccalaureate majors in more than 100 areas 

of undergraduate study in addition to its graduate programs. Abilene is 

a friendly city of 115,000 people, located about 150 miles west of the 

Dallas/Fort Worth area. As an educational center for a large region, 

Abilene provides cultural, entertainment and support programs and 

services normally associated with cities twice its size. 

Established by members of the Churches of Christ, ACU maintains a 

strong relationship with these independently-governed congregations 

around the world. Since its founding, the university has welcomed all 

students of character and ability who value the universityôs Christian 

environment. 

Academic excellence is important at ACU, and students are challenged 

to learn in the classroom and through their campus experiences. In 

addition to outstanding undergraduate programs, ACUôs Graduate 

School enrolls about 760 students in 25 masterôs and one doctoral 

program. All faculty and staff are Christians, and they help students 

understand how their Christian beliefs connect with their fields of 

study. In addition, ACU students are encouraged to share their time 

and talents as Christian leaders and volunteers through various service-

learning opportunities on the campus, in the community and in other 

countries. Graduates of ACU are in high demand by employers and 

graduate programs because they gain knowledge and experience in 

their majors, and they learn to apply Christian values to their everyday 

decisions. 

ACU is a unique community of learners, dedicated to scholarship and 

committed to Christ. In every major, students gain a broad perspective 

on the world through the liberal arts core curriculum. The university 

also provides professional and pre-professional studies programs that 

have produced outstanding graduates in such fields as medicine, law, 

journalism, ministry, business, physics, nursing, graphic design, 

psychology and education. One of our primary goals is to foster a 

lifelong love of learning in our graduates. 

What Makes ACU Special? 

ACUôs application of technology to learning has been acclaimed by 

industry and higher education experts around the world as an example 

of forward-thinking institutions and organizations. For example, in fall 

2008, ACU became the first university to initiate a mobile learning 

program by providing an Apple iPhone or iPod touch to all incoming 

freshmen to integrate technology and learning in and out of the 

classroom. U.S. News & World Report put ACU in the top tier of its 

2009 ñAmericaôs Best Collegesò rankings and placed it near the head 

of the class in a new category recognizing innovation among 70 

schools that peer institutions believe ñeveryone should be watching.ò  

Because of ACUôs strong sense of mission and outstanding academic 

programs, we attract high-quality faculty members from around the 

world. They believe their Christian commitment requires them to excel 

in their fields of study and to focus on teaching and mentoring 

students. Experienced and talented professors teach freshmen and 

conduct research and hands-on learning projects with undergraduate 

students. Some of the best minds in the world choose to teach at ACU 

because they believe this university provides them the best opportunity 

to mold the next generation of leaders in various professions. 

The staff and administrators also are Christians, and they focus on 

supporting the academic mission of the university. The universityôs 

Board of Trustees and administrators believe strongly in 

comprehensive strategic planning and institutional research to ensure 

that ACU achieves its mission and its 21st Century Vision goals. We 

are one team with one goal ï to prepare our graduates to make a 

difference in the world as Christian scholars and professionals. 

University Traditions  

Traditions at this 103-year-old university are strong. The school colors 

are purple and white, and many people wear purple on Fridays to 

indicate their support for the Wildcats.  Only UCLA, Stanford and 

USC have won more NCAA national team championships than ACU. 

Students compete on 16 intercollegiate menôs and womenôs teams. 

Many academic programs also have winning traditions. For example, 

the student newspaper, The Optimist, has won All-American honors 

annually since 1975, and ACU debate teams have defeated teams from 

major national universities many times through the years. 

Other traditions include Opening Session and the Parade of Flags, 

candlelight devotionals, the hooding of all graduates at 

Commencement, the a cappella singing of the ñThe Lord Bless You 

and Keep You,ò the Big Purple Band, Welcome Week for freshmen, 

Spring Break campaigns, the GATA fountain, and involvement in 

social clubs. For the first time in 2001, students could earn the right to 

order ACUôs new single class ring, which graduates wear as a symbol 

of achievement and honor.  

Chapel  
Chapel engages students, staff and faculty in Christian community 

through worship and celebration. Though Chapel varies from day-to-

day, the purpose remains the same: to worship God and to celebrate 

our lives in Jesus. Chapel occurs in Moody Coliseum as a combined 

community and also in smaller groups across campus. Chapel is 

required of all undergraduate students under the age of 25 as part of 

their ACU educational experience. 

For more information contact the Office of Spiritual Life and Student 

Ministries: ACU Box 29004 Å 325-674-2867 Å chapel@acu.edu 

www.acu.edu/chapel 

Exceptional Educational Experience 

As one of the nationôs largest universities with a serious Christian 

focus, ACU draws students from around the world. The university 

attracts a diverse, interesting student body ï individuals who are well-

prepared academically, strong in character and highly motivated. 

Students are encouraged to gain real-world experience in addition to 

their courses, and they earn internship positions with a variety of 

prestigious companies and organizations. The university offers a year-

round education program. In addition to fall and spring semesters, 

some courses are offered in an intensive short-course format with 

assignments required before and after the class meetings. 

ACU student teams and academic programs have won national honors 

and grants in writing, debate, print and broadcast journalism, 

integrated marketing communication, accounting, business marketing, 

communication, computer science, psychology, physics and more. 

Graduates are accepted into medical and dental schools at a rate almost 

twice the national average. The universityôs Honors College 

challenges the brightest students and gives them excellent preparation 

for the demands of graduate research. 

The university offers programs and services that give undergraduate 

and graduate students the technology, information and academic 

support they need to live up to their highest potential.  

 

 

http://www.acu.edu/
mailto:chapel@acu.edu
http://www.acu.edu/chapel
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Excellent Student Support 

To ensure the quality of our studentsô education, we provide enhanced 

library resources, fast Internet access in the residence halls, 24-hour 

computer labs, personal tutoring, quality research labs and much more. 

First-year students are given extra attention as they decide what to 

major in and what direction to take their lives. An advisor will help 

each student choose classes and determine how to be successful in 

many other areas of campus life. 

International students, non-traditional students, transfers and graduate 

students also receive special attention from various offices on campus. 

We value each individual who attends ACU, and we want to ensure 

each personôs success. 

Global Learning 

Around 25% of students who graduate from ACU have participated in 

Study Abroad programs in Europe (Oxford, England) and Latin 

America (Montevideo, Uruguay). Several hundred students each year 

travel to various states and nations on Spring Break campaigns, which 

are weeklong experiences involving many different service projects for 

churches and communities. Students can grow spiritually through daily 

Chapel, student-led devotionals, prayer groups, membership  

in local congregations and more. 

The universityôs Admissions staff and faculty endeavor to attract well-

prepared students from various cultures, geographic locations, 

economic levels and age groups because we believe students learn best 

when they interact with interesting people who bring different 

perspectives to their classroom and campus experiences. Through 

research and campus work experiences and about 100 campus 

organizations, students can explore their interests and enhance their 

leadership skills while preparing for meaningful lives and careers.  

The Learning Covenant 

At ACU, we have higher expectations. We believe that spiritual 

commitment demands the highest standards of academic and personal 

excellence. 

Faculty and Staff 

To enable students to benefit most from their ACU education, faculty 

and staff must be willing to challenge and be challenged, to achieve as 

individuals and as team members, to risk failure, to assume 

responsibility for their decisions and their actions, and to be sharpened 

and refined by other Christians.  

As ACU faculty and staff members, we accept the challenge: 

 to stretch the minds of students as we teach, lead and serve 

them effectively as Christian scholars and professionals, 

calling students and colleagues to a rigorous life of learning; 

 to boldly integrate faith, learning and living and to serve 

with honor and integrity as we help students connect their 

maturing beliefs and their actions; 

 to demonstrate intellectual, Christian and social leadership 

that can be imitated as we support and participate in Chapel 

and various campus, community and church activities; 

 to create an environment where students, faculty and staff 

respect each other and enjoy the blessings of diversity; and 

 to develop a personal relationship with Christ, to love God 

with all our heart, mind, soul and strength, and to love our 

students as ourselves. 

Students 
To benefit most from an ACU education, students must be willing to 

challenge and be challenged, to achieve as individuals and as team 

members, to risk failure, to assume responsibility for their decisions 

and their actions, and to be sharpened and refined by other Christians.  

 

 

As an ACU student, I accept the challenge: 

 to stretch my mind in and beyond the classroom by reading, 

questioning, exploring and committing myself to a rigorous 

life of learning; 

 to take responsibility for my academic decisions and life 

direction as I learn to make good personal choices with the 

support of Christian mentors, advisors and friends; 

 to actively participate in Chapel and various campus, 

community and church activities that push me to grow 

intellectually, spiritually and socially; 

 to respect myself and others in my speech and actions, 

enjoying the blessings of diversity; and 

 to love and honor God and Christ, to study the Bible and to 

seriously pursue opportunities to grow as a Christian 

servant-leader. 

Student Outcomes 
Ideally, graduates who have gone through the core curriculum and 

spent four or more years on campus should: 

1. Speak and write effectively in English as a result of clear 

thinking and extensive reading, writing and observation; 

2. Be proficient in planning, calculating, organizing ideas and 

solving problems; 

3. Engage in meaningful and productive careers and/or pursue 

additional graduate or professional education; 

4. Conduct their daily lives in a way that fosters mental and 

physical health and well-being; 

5. Possess a sensitivity to people, an appreciation of the arts 

and sciences, a sense of history, an international perspective 

and an understanding of the interrelatedness of things; 

6. Function effectively as citizens, workers and educated 

members of society, providing service and leadership in the 

activities of home, occupation or profession, church, 

community, country and the world; and 

7. Base their lives on a carefully thought-out philosophy that 

emphasizes Christian faith and commitment, personal 

integrity, open-mindedness, respect and concern for all 

human beings, and a desire to be responsible stewards of 

personal and natural resources. 

Academic Accreditation 

Abilene Christian University is accredited by the Commission on 

Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools to 

award associate, baccalaureate, masterôs and doctoral degrees. Contact 

the Commission on Colleges at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, Ga. 

30033-4097 or call 404-679-4500 for questions about the accreditation 

of ACU. 

Many programs have received additional accreditation from the 

following associations:  

 Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business 

(AACSB International) 

 The Accrediting Council on Education in Journalism and 

Mass Communication (ACEJMC) 

 American Speech-Language and Hearing Association 

(ASHA) 

 Association of Theological Schools (ATS) 

 Commission on Accreditation for Dietetics Education 

(CADE)  

 Commission on Accreditation for Marriage and Family 

Therapy Education 

 Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNE) 

 Council for Interior Design Accreditation (formerly FIDER) 

 Council on Social Work Education (CSWE) 

 National Association of Schools of Music (NASM) 
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In addition, some ACU programs hold approval by state and national 

associations: 

 American Chemical Society (ACS)  

 Board of Nurse Examiners for the State of Texas 

 National Association of School Psychologists (NASP) 

 National Council on Family Relations (NCFR)  

Legal Notices 

Annual FERPA Notice to Students 
Annually, Abilene Christian University informs students of the Family 

Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974, as amended (FERPA). 

This act, with which the institution intends to comply fully, was 

designated to protect the privacy of education records and afford 

students certain rights with respect to their education records. These 

rights include: 

1. Inspection and Review. Students have the right to inspect and 

review education records within 45 days of the day the university 

receives a request for access. Students should submit to the 

registrar, dean of their college, chair of their academic 

department, or other appropriate official written requests that 

identify the record(s) they wish to inspect. The university official 

will make arrangements for access and notify the student of the 

time and place where the records may be inspected. The 

University official will make arrangements for access and notify 

the student of the time and place where the records may be 

inspected. If the university official to whom the request was 

submitted does not maintain the records, that official shall advise 

the student of the correct official to whom the request should be 

addressed. 

2. Request Amendment. Students have the right to request the 

amendment of the studentôs education records that the student 

believes are inaccurate, misleading, or otherwise in violation of 

the studentôs rights under FERPA. Students may ask the 

university to amend a record that they believe is inaccurate or 

misleading. They should write the university official responsible 

for the record, clearly identifying the part of the record they want 

changed, and specify why it is inaccurate or misleading. If the 

university decides not to amend the record as requested by the 

student, the university will notify the student of the decision in 

writing and advise the student of his or her right to a hearing 

regarding the request for amendment. Additional information 

regarding the hearing procedures will be provided to the student 

when notified of the right to a hearing. 

3. Consent to Disclosure. Students have the right to provide consent 

to disclosures of personally identifiable information contained in 

the studentôs education records, except to the extent that FERPA 

permits the university to disclosure such information without the 

studentôs consent. Exceptions that permit (but do not require) 

disclosure without consent include: 

a. To school officials with a legitimate education interest. A 

school official is a person employed by the university in an 

administrative, supervisory, academic or research, or support 

staff position (including law enforcement unit personnel and 

health staff); a person or company with whom the university 

has asked or contracted to provide institutional services and 

functions (such as an attorney, auditor, collection agent, 

contractor, consultant, or volunteer); a person serving on the 

Board of Trustees; or a student serving on an official 

committee, such as a disciplinary or grievance committee, or 

assisting another school official in performing his or her tasks. 

A school official has a legitimate educational interest if the 

official needs to review an education record in order to fulfill 

his or her professional responsibility. 

b. To officials of another school, upon request, in which a student 

seeks or intends to enroll. The student shall receive notification 

of the disclosure unless the student initiated the disclosure. 

Such a disclosure must relate to the studentôs enrollment and 

transfer, but may include updating and correcting information 

after the transfer or enrollment is complete. 

c. To school officials or lending institutions, in connection with 

financial aid for which the student has applied or which the 

student has received, if the information is necessary 

determining eligibility, amount, conditions for the aid or 

enforcing the terms and conditions of the aid. 

d. To organizations conducting studies for or on behalf of 

educational institutions. 

e. To accrediting organizations. 

f. To parents of dependant student if the student is a verified 

dependent for tax purposes under Internal Revenue Code 1986, 

Section 152. 

g. To parents of students under the age of 21 who have violated 

university policies related to alcohol or controlled substances. 

h. To provide the final results of disciplinary proceedings against 

a student who is an alleged perpetrator of a violent crime (18 

U.S.C. § 16) or non-forcible sex offense, if the university finds 

that the student committed a violation of the universityôs rules 

or policies.  The university may also disclose information to a 

victim of an alleged crime of violence or a non-forcible sex 

offense regardless of whether the violation was proven under 

the universityôs rules or policies. 

i. To persons whose knowledge is necessary to protect the health 

and safety of the student or other individuals.  This requires the 

university to determine that there is an articulable and 

significant threat to the health and safety of a student or other 

individuals.  

j. To comply with a lawfully issued subpoena or court order.   

k. Information the university has designated as ñDirectory 
Information,ò unless a hold has been placed upon release of the 

information by the student. The following information is 

considered to be directory information and may be disclosed by 

the university for any purpose, at its discretion:   Name, 

classification, major field of study, permanent address, email 

address, local residence, telephone number. Previous 

institutions attended, dates of attendance, full-time or part-

time status, awards, honors (including Deanôs Honor Roll), 

degree(s) conferred (including dates), church affiliation, past 

and present participation in officially recognized sports and 

activities, physical factors (height, weight of athletes), 

photograph, date and place of birth. 

l. Currently enrolled students may withhold disclosure of 

ñDirectory Information.ò To withhold disclosures, written 

notification must be received in the Student Life office within 

12 calendar days from the first day of registration for a long 

term and within four days for a summer term. Forms requesting 

the withholding of ñDirectory Informationò are available in the 

Student Life office. Abilene Christian University assumes that 

failure on the part of any student to specifically request the 

withholding of categories of ñDirectory Informationò indicates 

individual approval for disclosure. 

4. File a Complaint. The right to file a complaint with the U.S. 

Department of Education concerning alleged failures by the 

university to comply with the requirements of FERPA. The name 

and address of the office that administers FERPA is: 
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Family Policy Compliance Office 

U.S. Department of Education 

600 Independence Avenue, SW 

Washington, DC 20202π4605 

Students with questions about FERPA should contact the Registrarôs 

Office. 

Non-Discrimination Notice 
Abilene Christian University complies with all applicable federal and 

state non-discrimination laws and does not engage in prohibited 

discrimination on the basis of race, color, nationality or ethnic origin, 

gender, age, or disability, including qualified disabled veterans and 

qualified veterans of the Vietnam Era. ACU is affiliated with the 

fellowship of the Church of Christ. The university is governed by a 

Board of Trustees, all of whom are members of the Church of Christ, 

and is operated within the Christian-oriented aims, ideals and religious 

tenets of the Church of Christ. As a religiously affiliated institution of 

higher education, ACU is exempt from compliance with some 

provisions of certain civil rights laws, including some provisions of 

Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972. Inquiries concerning 

this notice or the application of the laws referenced herein should be 

referred to the Legal Services office. 

For more information about Legal Notices, contact: 

Slade Sullivan, General Counsel Å ACU Box 29125 

325-674-2485 Å sullivans@acu.edu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Programs 
and Support  
Resources and Services 

Alpha Scholars Program 

Alpha Scholars Program is comprised of two separate but related 

programs. One of these, a federally-funded Student Support Services 

program (SSS), provides tutoring and counseling services to qualified 

students. The second program, Student Disability Services (SDS) 

offers assistance with academic accommodations to students with 

documented disabilities. Alpha students receive assessment of their 

individual learning styles and study habits and assistance in adapting 

study strategies to their unique learning characteristics. SSS is limited 

to 200 participants per academic year. Qualifications are based on 

level of parental education, family taxable income, or disability 

documentation. Participation in SDS is limited to students with 

documented disabilities that affect the ability to participate fully in 

academic opportunities. Disability documentation must be current 

(within 3 years) and include assessment data. Both programs provide 

service at no additional cost to the students. 

For more information about Alpha Scholars Program, contact: Scott 

Self, Director Å ACU Box 29204 Å 325-674-2592 Å jss00c@acu.edu Å 

www.acu.edu/alpha  

Academic Development Center 

The Academic Development Center (ADC) provides services that 

empower students to accomplish their academic, career and life goals. 

ADC pro-actively identifies, support and empower at-risk students and 

advises undeclared students to accomplish their academic and life 

goals.  

SOS Program 
The SOS Program is a unique referral program designed to support 

students, parents and faculty/staff. Struggling students are referred via 

an online referral system and then contacted by a counselor to assess 

the situation. Students are referred to the appropriate campus resource 

(such as Alpha Academic Services, the University Counseling Center 

or Residence Life) that can most effectively meet their needs. 

Common referral issues include: 

 Personal/Family Crises 

 Academic Struggles 

 Connecting Socially at ACU 

 Roommate Problems or Disputes 

To submit an SOS referral or to learn more about the program, visit 

www.acu.edu/sos.  

The SOS Program also houses a Midterm Intervention Project. Each 

semester we assess all undergraduate students' midterm grades and 

contact them through our early alert program to offer assistance, 

academic counseling and appropriate referrals. 

Freshmen Academic Probation Program 

The Academic Probation Program is designed to provide support to 

freshmen under academic probation. Through this probation 

counseling process, ADC provides structure, accountability, and 

support to these students. Every probation studentôs situation is unique 

therefore an individual counselor is assigned to assist the student with 

planning and accountability throughout the semester. Students are 

contacted and counseled throughout the semester and the semester is 

framed as a new beginning in the studentôs academic career. 

mailto:sullivans@acu.edu
mailto:jss00c@acu.edu
http://www.acu.edu/alpha
http://www.acu.edu/sos
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Undeclared Advising Program 

We provide a home for students who are still deciding on their major 

by helping them choose their classes and build their schedule each 

semester.  We pay special attention to the classes our deciding students 

take to try to ensure that they only take the core classes. These core 

classes are classes that will count in many of the majors they might 

eventually choose.   

University Testing 

The University Testing Center offers a wide range of standardized 

testing and proctoring services. The Residual ACT is available for 

prospective students to aid the admission process. We administer 

THEA exams, which are required for all students in our Teacher 

Certification programs. CLEP tests and course challenges are available 

in a variety of subjects for students who wish to earn course credit by 

examination. The Testing Center also processes all AP credit that 

students earn while in high school. In addition, we administer MAT 

exams for students entering graduate school and offer professional 

proctoring services for distance learners. 

For more information about the Academic Development Center, 

contact: Deon Botha, Director Å ACU Box 28064 Å 325-674-6400 Å 

deon.botha@acu.edu Å www.acu.edu/ocad 

Career Center 
The ACU Career Center improves studentsô ability to compete for 

career and graduate school acceptance through counseling, coaching 

and connection assistance. Here is a brief summary of the assistance 

provided: 

D!scovery (career counseling), helps students find their unique gifts, 

talents, abilities and purpose. Students will find or confirm their choice 

of career and college major. The program includes: 

 Discovery workshops and seminars 

o Understanding personality, interests and values 

 Career Assessments 

o Exploring work that fits your talent, interests and values 

o Vault on-line career library, O-Net 

 Career and Life Planning Class (PSYC 100) 

 Individual career counseling 

The coaching program helps students refine their professional 

communications. Students participate in workshops and one-on-one 

sessions for help with resume writing, cover letter writing, 

interviewing and networking skills. 

Connecting students to networking and career opportunities is 

accomplished through: 

 ACU CareerLink (www.acu.edu/careerlink) ï our online 

career management system connects students with 

employers and alumni, providing internships, and full-time 

opportunities. 

 Career fairs and on-campus job interviews with corporations, 

school districts, churches and other organizations. 

 Alumni career information and mentoring sessions 

 Job and networking search strategy workshops and one-on-

one sessions 

For more information about the ACU Career Center, contact: 

ACU Box 27914 Å 325-674-2473 Å www.acu.edu/careercenter 

Library Resources 

The Margaret and Herman Brown Library provides resources and 

instructional assistance to support teaching, learning, and research at 

ACU. Students have Internet access to the Libraryôs catalog of more 

than 1.5 million volumes and 1 million microforms held by ACU and 

other members of the Abilene Library Consortium. Students can also 

access more than 20,000 journals, many of them full text. 

The university has access to information statewide through TexShare 

as well as nationally and internationally through inter-library 

borrowing and lending. ACU houses a selective depository for U.S. 

Government Publications and important archives and collections 

including the Center for Restoration Studies. 

Students engaged in research are often in the Learning Commons, a 

unique environment that brings together library resources; assistance 

with writing, speaking, and study skills, and Team 55, a service center 

for computers and mobile learning devices. The Learning Commons 

has become ACUôs destination place for learning beyond the 

classroom. 

For more information about Library and Information Resources, 

contact: Mark Tucker, Dean Å ACU Box 29208 Å 325-674-2387 Å 

mark.tucker@acu.edu Å www.acu.edu/library  

For more information about the Learning Commons, contact: Laura 

Baker, Emerging Technologies Librarian, ACU Box 29208, 325-674-

2477. 

TRIO Services 

ACU receives grants from the U.S. Department of Education to fund 

four programs designed to help underrepresented and disadvantaged 

students succeed academically in middle school through graduate 

school. The four programs and their purposes include the following: 

 Talent Search serves students in the Abilene Independent School 

District in grades 6-12. This program provides enrichment 

activities to disadvantaged students in these grades to encourage 

their completion of high school as well as entrance and success in 

higher education. This program serves 650 students per academic 

year. 

 Upward Bound serves Abilene Independent School District 

students in grades 9-12. This program provides tutoring and 

college preparatory advising throughout the school year. During 

the summer, students participate in an intense, six week college 

going experience on-campus. The program objectives are to 

increase the rate at which participants complete high school and 

enroll in and graduate from institutions of post secondary 

education. This program is funded to serve 55 students. 

 Student Support Services serves 200 university students who 

meet the program qualifications with tutoring, academic 

counseling, and financial assistance to enhance their chances of 

success at the university level. 

 McNair Scholars Program serves approximately 30 

undergraduate students at ACU who are first-generation low-

income, or are ethnically underrepresented in their chosen field of 

study. The purpose of the program is to provide participants 

unique opportunities for developing high-level academic and 

research skills needed for successful admission to and completion 

of masterôs and doctoral programs. 

For more information about TRIO Services, contact the following 

people: 

MCNAIR SCHOLARS PROGRAM 

Oscar Ramos, Director Å ACU Box 29205 Å 325-674-2862 

onr97t@acu.edu Å www.acu.edu/mcnair  

TALENT SEARCH 

Gayla Herrington, Director Å ACU Box 29207 Å 325-677-1444, x8074 

Å gayla.herrington@acu.edu Å www.acu.edu/talentsearch 

UPWARD BOUND 

Karen Wilkerson, Director Å ACU Box 29206 Å 325-674-2514 

karen.wilkerson@acu.edu Å www.acu.edu/upward  

 

 

mailto:deon.botha@acu.edu
http://www.acu.edu/ocad
http://www.acu.edu/ocad
mailto:mark.tucker@acu.edu
http://www.acu.edu/library
mailto:onr97t@acu.edu
http://www.acu.edu/mcnair
http://www.acu.edu/talentsearch
mailto:karen.wilkerson@acu.edu
http://www.acu.edu/upward
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Writing Center  

The Writing Center is located in the Brown Library for students who 

need help with their writing. Any student in any class who wishes to 

discuss his or her writing assignment with an experienced and trained 

tutor can call 674-4833 and schedule an appointment (or drop in, when 

available) and receive personalized, one-on-one assistance. 

Appointments last half an hour or one hour, depending on the needs of 

the student. Services are free. 

For more information about the Writing Center, contact: 

Cole Bennett, Director Å ACU Box 28252 Å 325-674-4833 

writingcenter@acu.edu Å www.acu.edu/writingcenter  

Student Success 

ACU Box 27939, Abilene, Texas 79699-7939 

Hardin Administration Building, Room 314 

Phone: 325-674-2456 

Fax: 325-674-6731 

Email: studentsuccess@acu.edu  

Student Success is an intensive academic program which provides 

cognitive, affective and applicative skills useful for helping students 

achieve academic success.  This program helps students realize 

success by experiencing effective learning strategies and consistently 

applying these newly acquired strategies to all other college courses. 

The Learning Strategies course (UNIV 011) is designed to help 

students experience academic success through: 

 Completion of an academic organizational planner 

 Confidential, 30-minute, one-on-one weekly meetings with 

instructors and/or peer advisors concerning specific academic 

and personal needs 

 Logging of study hours in order to establish effective academic 

habits 

 Meetings with instructors in order to develop and foster 

positive, effective, student-to-instructor relationships which 

will allow for accurate tracking of academic progress 

throughout the semester. 

The Student Success Workshop course (UNIV 012) is designed to help 

students experience academic success through individualized plans 

that coordinate with the other courses in which they are enrolled. 

Learning styles for each student are identified and strategies are taught 

to maximize their strengths. Students are held accountable for 

implementing these proven strategies during the semester to aid them 

in achieving their academic goals. 

Any student may enroll in these beneficial courses (UNIV 011 and 

UNIV 012), however; entering freshmen admitted on academic 

probation are required to participate in the Student Success Program 

(UNIV 011 and UNIV 100) as a condition of their admittance. In their 

second semester, entering freshman admitted on academic probation 

will be required to take UNIV 012 as a post requisite if a grade point 

average of 2.49 or above is not achieved in the first semester. 

Additionally, any upper-level student, including second semester 

freshmen, who are placed on academic probation or who are struggling 

with their course work, may be required to enroll in these courses by 

their department chair or academic dean. 

Study Abroad 

Kevin Kehl, Executive Director 

Center for International and Intercultural Education 

ACU Box 28226, Abilene, Texas 79699-8226 
Hardin Administration Building, Room 124 

Phone: 325-674-2710 

Fax: 325-674-2966 

Email: kehlk@acu.edu  

Web: www.acu.edu/academics/study-abroad  

Through the Center for International and Intercultural Education, ACU 

offers many opportunities for students to study abroad as they prepare 

for Christian service and leadership throughout the world. In addition 

to year-round programs in England and in Latin America, the 

university offers programs in other countries at various times in the 

fall, spring and summer terms. Not only have students learned about 

the culture, history, literature and languages of the host countries, they 

have also studied journalism, management, government and religion. 

As a member of the Council for Christian Colleges and Universities, 

ACU students are eligible to participate in semester-long programs in 

Costa Rica, Russia, China and Egypt. ACU also has cooperative 

programs in Hong Kong and Torreon, Mexico. 

The center offers students of all majors an opportunity to learn of the 

host country through life experience as well as through traditional 

course work. Through first-hand observation, a student with an interest 

in international business or international politics learns how people 

from the host country think and operate as well as how their business 

and systems function, while he or she is learning how experts have 

analyzed the operations of the society. Students with an interest in 

cultural aspects of a society can see for themselves how the literature, 

music, art and history of a people influence their politics and 

economics. Students do more than read about unusual geographical 

features or significant landmarks, for they can see them and place them 

in relationship to the land and culture that have influenced them 

throughout their history as well as today. 

Students with majors such as international studies and foreign 

language may fulfill their international experience requirements by 

participating in a Study Abroad program. However, all students can 

fulfill general education and perhaps major requirements with courses 

offered in various countries of the world. 

Honors College 

Chris Willerton, Dean 

ACU Box 29142, Abilene, Texas 79699-9142 
Zellner Hall, Room 100 

Phone: 325-674-2728 

Fax: 325-674-6581 

Email: chris.willerton@acu.edu 

Web: www.acu.edu/honors  

The Honors College offers academic enrichment to ambitious 

undergraduate students in any major. Since the array of courses and 

teachers varies, students should contact the dean for current 

information. Teachers of honors courses are listed in this catalog under 

their respective departments. 

Introduction  
The Honors College offers highly motivated students extra stimulation 

and recognition in their course work, opportunities to work with 

selected faculty members and the chance to do independent projects in 

their major field. Students receive special advising, early registration 

and coaching on competing for major graduate scholarships. 

The ACU Honors College differs from others in emphasizing Christian 

responsibility. Its mission is to give bright students the academic 

challenge and professional preparation they want, and to do so in a 

Christian environment. 

There are three tracks in the program, University Honors, General 

Honors and Departmental Honors. The courses required for each will 

fit into most degree plans. There are no extra costs and (with few 

exceptions) no extra courses required for Honors College participation. 

Frequent social events and small-group chapel gatherings encourage 

fellowship among Honors College students and teachers. Members of 

the Honors College Student Senate advise the dean and carry out 

arrangements for social events. 

The ACU Honors College is active in the National Collegiate Honors 

Council and the Great Plains Honors Council. 

mailto:writingcenter@acu.edu
http://www.acu.edu/writingcenter
mailto:kehlk@acu.edu
http://www.acu.edu/academics/study-abroad
mailto:chris.willerton@acu.edu
http://www.acu.edu/honors
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University Honors 
The University Honors track requires that 30 hours of a studentôs 

degree plan be taken for honors credit, distributed as follows: 

1. Lower-level course work, 18 hours: options include special 

Honors College sections of selected general education courses 

(freshman/sophomore University and Degree Core), Honors 

Humanities, Honors Seminar in the Arts, and Honors 

College Service-Learning. 

2. Upper-level course work, 6 hours: students earn honors credit by 

contract in courses in the major field. 

3. Honors Capstone, 3 hours: students complete research or a 

creative project in the major field during the junior or senior year. 

4. Honors Colloquia, 3 hours: colloquia are interdisciplinary honors 

short courses, earning one semester hour apiece. 

A student completing these requirements and attaining a cumulative 

GPA of 3.5 will graduate with ñUniversity Honorsò (as well as cum 

laude or other distinctions). This distinction is printed on a certificate 

to accompany the studentôs diploma, and the graduate wears a gold 

stole at commencement. 

General Honors 
The General Honors track requires 21 hours comprised of 18 of 

freshman-sophomore honors credit described above, plus 3 hours of 

colloquia. A student completing these requirements with a cumulative 

GPA of 3.5 will graduate with ñGeneral Honorsò and receive a 

certificate. 

Departmental Honors 
The Departmental Honors track requires 12 hours at the junior and 

senior level: two courses with Honors College contracts, 3 hours of 

colloquia and an honors capstone project. A student completing these 

requirements with a cumulative GPA of 3.5 will graduate with 

ñDepartmental Honorsò and receive a certificate. 

Admissions Requirements 
Students must be formally admitted to the Honors College before they 

can register for Honors classes. Applications are available in the 

Honors College office or on the Web. To apply for admission, 

freshmen must satisfy the following criteria: (1) have either a high 

school grade point average of 3.75 or rank in the top 10 percent of 

their high school class; (2) have either an SAT score of at least 1210 

(Math and Critical Reading) or an ACT score of at least 27; (3) submit 

a satisfactory resume (achievements, awards, offices, etc.); and (4) 

submit a satisfactory HC Application Essay. Instructions and the 

application are available online at www.acu.edu/honors. Advanced 

students (including transfers) need a solid record in their previous 

college work. Students whose qualifications are slightly below the 

standard may petition to enter the program on probation. These 

students should submit a letter describing their grades and other 

evidence of high ability and motivation (e.g., special awards  

or success in honors courses). 

To stay in the Honors College, a student must maintain a cumulative 

GPA of 3.2 as a freshman, 3.3 as a sophomore and 3.4 as a junior. 

Graduation with Honors College distinction requires a 3.5. 

Courses 
Freshman and sophomore Honors College credit is available in Honors 

Humanities I-II -III, Honors Seminar in the Arts, Honors College 

Service Learning, and in selected classes in Bible, communication, 

science, and other core curriculum courses. 

Freshman and sophomore Honors College classes are limited to 20-25 

students (colloquia to 15) and are taught by selected faculty members. 

No honors classes are offered in summer school. Students may earn 

part of their honors credit through Study Abroad, collaborative 

learning (group projects with other honors students), and contract work 

in selected junior/senior-level courses. Up to 6 hours may be earned 

through Honors College Service-Learning (this is honors credit only, 

not degree credit.) Up to 12 hours credit for honors courses taken at 

another school may be counted toward ACU honors requirements. 

This transfer of honors credit is assured if ACU has an honors 

articulation agreement with the other school. Otherwise, honors credit 

will be accepted at the discretion of the ACU honors dean. 

A studentôs first and second Honors Humanities classes (HCOR 221, 

222, 223, taken in any order) will count as either history or sophomore 

literature. The third counts as history, literature or fine arts.  

Junior and senior credit is available by contract in selected courses in 

the studentôs major. To pursue a contract, the Honors College student 

attends the class with non-Honors students but does different or 

additional work that calls for high ability. 

Topics for colloquia are announced yearly. They are open to Honors 

College students who have completed at least three semesters of full-

time college study. Colloquia are always interdisciplinary, allowing 

students with any major to find a connection. Each colloquium meets 

for 15 clock hours on evenings or weekends and earns 1 hour credit. A 

colloquium emphasizes reading and discussion, and requires a position 

paper from each student. Topics have included Politics, Art and 

Society; The Mind and Healing; Christians and Bioethics; The 

Problem of Evil; Music and World Culture; and Leonardo da Vinci. 

The Honors Capstone is an independent project or internship 

completed during the junior or senior year that may earn variable 

credit as a guided study or may be combined with a departmental 

seminar. The project is directed by a committee of professors and can 

be tailored to specific career interests. Capstone projects for particular 

degrees or fellowships can usually be counted as Honors Projects. 

 

Course Descriptions 
Please see the Course Descriptions section of this catalog (page 185). 

Courses offered by the Honors College include those with the 

following designation: HCOL, HCOR. 
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University 
Admission  
Mark Lavender, Director of Admissions  

ACU Box 29000; Abilene, Texas 79699-9000 
Hunter Welcome Center, Suite 140 

Phone: 325-674-2650 (in Abilene) or  

             800-460-6228 (outside Abilene) 

Fax: 325-674-2130 

Email: info@admissions.acu.edu 

Web: www.acu.edu/admissions  

A goal of the director of admissions is to admit a broad range of well-

prepared students. The availability of student financial aid facilitates 

this goal by permitting the university to consider applicants without 

regard to their ability to pay full tuition costs (See the Financial Aid 

section of this catalog (page 19)). Abilene Christian University 

complies with all applicable federal and state non-discrimination laws, 

and does not engage in prohibited discrimination on the basis of race, 

color, nationality or ethnic origin, gender, age or disability in 

admissions decisions, financial aid and provision of student services, 

programs and activities. As a private educational institution, however, 

ACU reserves the right to deny admission to any applicant whose 

academic preparation, character or personal conduct is determined to 

be inconsistent with the purposes and objectives of the university. 

The purpose of the admissions process is to identify applicants who 

are likely to succeed academically at ACU and contribute positively to 

the campus community. The process considers such factors as high 

school records (including courses taken, grade trends and rank in 

class), score on the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) or the American 

College Test (ACT), references, extracurricular activities and honors. 

Admission or denial of admission is not based on any single factor. 

Admission Categories 

Freshman Student ï A student matriculating from high school or the 

GED program (page 14). 

Bachelor of Applied Studies Student ï A non-traditional student 

who is 25 years or older and has at least two years work or volunteer 

experience may apply for admission to the Bachelor of Applied 

Studies Program (page 15). 

International Student ï A student who is not a U.S. citizen and holds 
a non-immigrant visa (eligible to study in the U.S.) (page 15). 

Transfer Student ï A student who has attended another accredited 

college or university and desires to attend ACU to pursue a degree 
(page 16). 

Graduate Student ï A student who has received a bachelorôs degree 
and is admitted to a masterôs degree program (page 16). 

Former ACU Student (Re-Admission) ï A student who previously 

attended ACU, was away for one or more semesters, and desires to 
return (includes students who were required to leave) (page 17). 

Second Baccalaureate Degree-Seeking Student ï A student who has 

already completed one baccalaureate degree from ACU or another 

accredited university and is seeking to complete a second 
baccalaureate degree from ACU (page 17). 

Transient (Special or Short Term) Student ï A student who desires 

to take one or more courses at ACU without pursuing a degree (page 
17). 

Intercollege Student ï A student who is admitted to ACU, Hardin-

Simmons or McMurry and who takes courses at any of these 

universities to count toward his or her degree by completing an 

intercollege enrollment form (page 26). 

ESL Student ï Degree and non-degree seeking students wishing to 

improve their English language ability. Required for degree-seeking 

students who do not meet ACUôs minimum language requirement (see 

Institute of Intensive English in the Department of Foreign Languages 
section of this catalog) (page 17). 

Military or Veteran Student  ï Military service personnel and 
veterans of military service (page 17). 

Academic Fresh Start Student ï A student who previously attended 

ACU and has not been enrolled in any college or university for at least 
five years may request approval for Academic Fresh Start (page 17). 

Freshman Admission 

To be considered for admission to an undergraduate degree program at 

ACU, a prospective student must see that the director of admissions 
receives the following: 

1. Completed application form accompanied by a non-

refundable processing fee. Applicants who do not have a Social 

Security Number should secure one before submitting an 
application. 

2. Official transcripts  of all previous academic work. Students 

are required to submit final official transcripts from the high 

school from which they graduated and any colleges they have 

attended. A final official transcript is delivered to the university 

in a sealed envelope, marked as official, and contains a date of 

graduation if applicable. 

The director of admissions can consider freshman applications 

from students who have not graduated from high school but have 

passed the General Educational Development (GED) equivalency 

test and from persons 21 years of age or older who present strong 
evidence of ability to succeed in college. 

3. SAT or ACT  scores (not required of some transfer students, see 

Transfer Admission) 

        College Board - SAT Programs (Customer Service) 

        PO Box 025505 

        Miami, Florida 33102 

        SAT COLLEGE CODE FOR ACU IS 6001. 
        www.collegeboard.com  

        ACT Records 

        301 ACT Drive 

PO Box 451 

        Iowa City, Iowa 52243-0451 

        ACT COLLEGE CODE FOR ACU IS 4050. 
        www.actstudent.org  

SAT or ACT scores must be submitted by all freshmen. Contact 

SAT or ACT directly to request scores. Applicants are required to 

take one of these tests at the earliest possible date. Prospective 

students cannot be admitted unless SAT or ACT scores are on 

file. Either test will be acceptable for admission purposes 
provided that the student achieves sufficient results. 

4. Two references using the forms provided. An applicant should 

arrange to have two references sent to the Office of Admissions: 

one from a teacher and one from an activities leader (such as a 

youth minister, employer, band director or coach) who are not 

related to the student. These references should evaluate the 

candidateôs character and potential to succeed at ACU and to 

contribute to the campus environment. Please use the reference 
forms provided with the application. 
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5. Residence Halls 

        ACU Box 29004; Abilene, Texas 79699-9004 
        McDonald Hall, Lobby  

        Phone: 325-674-2066 

        Fax: 325-674-2434 

        Email: reslife@acu.edu  
        Web: www.acu.edu/reslife  

All first - and second-year students are required to live in on-

campus residence halls. Newly admitted students may apply for 

housing online through their myACU account. Assignments are 

made according to the date applications are completed and 

submitted to the Office of Residence Life Education and Housing. 

Current first-year students apply for second-year residence halls 

through a lottery process held in the spring semester of each year. 

An Application to Live Off Campus is required of students who 

are eligible to live off campus but are typically required to live in 

a residence hall (first- and second-year students, etc.). To review 

a list of qualifications for this exception and obtain an 

application, see www.acu.edu/reslife. Please see the Residence 

Life Education and Housing section of this catalog for a more 

complete presentation of our housing policies. 

6. Health Record Form 

        ACU Box 28154; Abilene, Texas 79699-8154 
        McKinzie Hall East, Room 101 

        Phone: 325-674-2625 

        Fax: 325-674-6998 
        Web: www.acu.edu/medical  

Completed Health Record form with a current medical 

history and immunization records is required at the time of 

registration. Health record form must be submitted to Health 

Services by August 1 for the fall term. Deadline for the spring 

term is December 1.  

The university requires that all students born after December 31, 

1956, provide proof of two MMR immunizations in their lifetime, 

proof of their last polio immunization and proof of a tetanus shot 

administered in the last 10 years. Students must meet this 

requirement by providing documentation of the immunization by 

the fifth week of the first semester of enrollment. Failure to 

comply with this requirement will result in a hold being placed on 

the studentôs Banner account. Documentation may be mailed to 

ACU Medical Clinic, ACU Box 28154, Abilene, Texas 79699 or 

faxed to 325-674-6998. Include your birth date or Banner ID 

number on all documentation. Questions regarding immunization 

status should be directed to the ACU Medical Clinic at 325-674-

2625.  

The university also requires that non-U.S. residents from 

countries with a high prevalence of tuberculosis receive a 

Mantoux skin test for tuberculosis. A list of the countries in 

which students are from and required to receive the TB skin test 

is located on the last page of the Health Record Form which can 

be accessed via the internet at www.acu.edu/medical. This 

requirement is in accordance with recommendations from the 

American College Health Association and the Center for Disease 

Control (CDC). The tuberculosis screen test must be administered 

either by the ACU Medical Clinic or a U.S. health care provider. 

The test will be at the studentôs expense. Required students 

should provide documentation of the test and results or receive 

the test at the ACU Medical Clinic by the fifth week of the first 

semester of enrollment. Failure to comply with this requirement 

will result in a hold being placed on the studentôs Banner account. 

The Center for Disease Control (CDC) and the American College 

Health Association recommend that all college students living in 

residence halls consider obtaining the meningococcal vaccine. 

Meningitis is a bacterial infection usually infecting young 

children and the elderly; however, young adults living in close 

quarters such as residence halls are also at an increased risk of 

infection. Students living off campus have no increased risk. If 

you have any questions or would like to receive the vaccination 

for bacterial meningitis, please contact ACU Medical Clinic at 

325-674-2625. 

In accordance with state law and federal regulations, a studentôs 

medical information is kept completely confidential and cannot 

be released to anyone, including parents and/or guardians, 

without the studentôs written permission unless otherwise 

authorized by law.  

Bachelor Of Applied Studies 

(Non-Traditional)  Admission 

Lynda Thornton, Advisor 

Department of Applied Studies 

ACU Box 28082; Abilene, Texas 79699-8082 

Hunter Welcome Center 

Phone: 325-674-2505 

Fax: 325-674-6903 

Email: thorntonl@acu.edu  

Web: www.acu.edu/bas  

The College of Arts and Sciences offers the Bachelor of Applied 

Studies to encourage adults to obtain a bachelorôs degree. A student 

may begin a degree program at the entry level or a student may be able 

to combine previous college experience with knowledge obtained 

outside the classroom to form a foundation for degree completion. 

Special efforts are made to incorporate adult learners into the 

university environment. 

Special off-campus offerings, Study Abroad activities or intercollege 

courses will be subject to additional costs and require an advisorôs 

approval. 

Admission Requirements 

1. Minimum age of 25. 

2. Minimum of two years work or volunteer experience. 

3. Interview with the BAS advisor. 

4. Bachelor of Applied Studies Application and non-refundable 
application fee. 

5. Satisfactory official transcripts of all previous college work. A 

high school transcript is required if fewer than 30 college 
semester hours have been earned. 

6. A two-page, typed statement of purpose. 

7. Two letters of recommendation from non-family members (one 
personal, one academic or job-related). 

8. Without an associateôs degree or with fewer than 64 acceptable 

college semester hours, appropriate test scores (e.g. SAT/ACT, 

COMPASS, WAIS, TONI or placement testing) are required. 

International Student Admission 

Kevin Kehl, Executive Director 

Center for International and Intercultural Education 

ACU Box 28226, Abilene, Texas 79699-8226 USA 
Hardin Administration Building, Room 124 

Phone: 325-674-2710 

Fax: 325-674-2966 

Email: kehlk@acu.edu 

Web: www.acu.edu/admissions/international   

International students applying for admission to Abilene Christian 

University are given the same consideration as other students, except 

that they must also submit scores on the Test of English as a Foreign 

mailto:reslife@acu.edu
http://www.acu.edu/reslife
http://www.acu.edu/medical
http://www.acu.edu/bas
mailto:kehlk@acu.edu
http://www.acu.edu/admissions/international
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Language (TOEFL) and show evidence of ability to understand and 

use English sufficiently well to succeed in their work at ACU. The 

Center for International and Intercultural Education issues the I-20 

form, Certificate of Eligibility, to international students admitted to the 

university. 

International and international transfer applicants must arrange to have 

an official transcrip t in English (mailed by the registrar to ACU at 

the above address) from the high school of graduation and each 

university previously attended. (To ensure evaluation, the transfer 

applicant should provide a catalog and syllabus in English.) 

Transfer Admission 

Transfer applicants must submit an official transcript from each 

college previously attended and an official high school transcript. To 

be official, a transcript labeled ñofficialò by the issuing institution 

must be transmitted in a sealed envelope directly from the issuing 

institution to the receiving institution. Admitted students who have 65 

or more semester hours of transferable college credit are not required 

to take the SAT or ACT if  they have met all General Education 

requirements at ACU. They must be in good standing with the college 

or university previously attended. Those on suspension at another 

institution are not eligible for admission to ACU. 

All course work from any institution, completed prior to enrollment 

at ACU, will be evaluated according to the following policy or 

according to a specific transfer articulation agreement with the prior 

institution. How transfer credit is applied toward an ACU 

undergraduate degree depends on an evaluation of each course to 

determine its comparability in content and semester-hour credit to a 

corresponding ACU course or degree requirement. Accredited transfer 

courses may be blocked to meet comparable requirements at ACU. 

When no comparability is found, an accredited course is counted as an 

elective. A course that carries more credit than the corresponding ACU 

course or requirement is counted as equivalent; the additional hours 

are counted as elective credit. 

Grades for transfer courses (outside the intercollege agreement) are not 

included in the studentôs GPA at ACU. 

To be eligible to graduate with honors (summa, magna, cum laude), 

students must have completed 64 hours of courses at ACU. 

Transferring Credit  at the Time of Admission 

1. Transfer courses with a grade of ñCò or higher from regionally 

accredited institutions will be posted to the studentôs ACU record 

and may count toward hours in a degree if the credits are 
appropriate. 

2. Transfer courses will be posted at the same level they were taken 

at a previous institution. ACU accepts only courses equivalent or 
comparable to courses offered at ACU. 

3. ACU does not offer nor accept college credit for 

vocational/technical training or for work force  

education courses. 

4. Evaluation of transfer work intended to meet specific ACU 

degree requirements is the responsibility of the chair of the  
department offering the comparable course at ACU. 

5. No more than 66 semester hours of credit from a community, 

junior or other two-year college may be applied toward an ACU 
degree. 

6. The maximum number of transferred credit hours that may be 
applied toward an ACU undergraduate degree is 96. 

7. A student who transfers four different exercise science activity 

courses to ACU is exempt from taking EXSC 100. (The 

maximum number of activity courses that may be applied toward 
an ACU degree is four.) 

8. Grades for transfer courses are not included in the studentôs GPA 
at ACU. 

9. See Bible Hours Required of Transfer Students for information 

about how transfer hours affect general education Bible 

requirements. 

10. Students who transfer fewer than 22 hours that apply toward an 

ACU degree are required to take University Seminar (U100). 

Note for art majors: Credit hours transferred toward a degree in art 

shall not exceed one-half of the credit hours within the major. A 

minimum of 24 of the total advanced hours in studio areas required for 

the BFA must be done at ACU. 

Transferring  Credit from Institutions that are Not Regionally 

Accredited 
Students wishing to transfer courses to ACU from institutions that are 
not regionally accredited must: 

 Complete one semester as a full-time student at ACU with a GPA 

of at least 2.5. 

 Provide course descriptions and academic credentials of each 

instructor for the courses that are to be considered  
for transfer. 

 Request a transfer reevaluation after their first semester  

at ACU. 

During their first semester at ACU, students will qualify for financial 

aid based only on the number of hours previously earned at regionally 

accredited institutions, if any. After one semester financial aid 

eligibility will be recalculated, upon request, and based on the total 

number of hours that have been awarded under this policy. 

Bible Hours Required of Transfer Students  

(University Core) 

1. Students with Bible transfer courses: 
Students will not be required to take more than 15 hours (or 5 

courses), including transfer Bible hours/courses as long as they 

meet the following distribution requirement:     

 Biblical text: at least one Old and one New Testament course. 

 Advanced Bible: (BGRK, BHEB, BIBD, BIBH, BIBL, BIBM, 

or BMIS) at least one course. 

2. Students with no Bible transfer courses: 
The following calculations are based on the minimum number of 

hours required for an ACU degree (128 hours). The number of 

Bible hours for students with majors requiring more than 128 

hours is based on the 128-hour minimum requirement. 

ACU hours required 
Bible hours required  

on a degree at ACU* 

32-44 

45-74 

75-104 

105-115 

116 or more 

3 

6 

9 

12 

15 

*Based on 10 percent of the remaining hours required at ACU 

  to the closest multiple of three. Note: Courses should be  

  taken in sequence (BIBL 101, 211, 212, 102). International  

  student take BIBL 211 first. 

Graduate Admission 

See the Graduate School section of this catalog (page 152). 

 

 

 

 

http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu/catalog/2008_09/universityinfo/admission.xml#Bible for Transfers
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Former ACU Student (Re-Admission) 

Office of the Registrar 

ACU Box 29141; Abilene, Texas 79699-9141 

Hardin Administration Building, Room 207 

Phone: 325-674-2236 

Fax: 325-674-2238 

Email: registrar@acu.edu  

Web: www.acu.edu/readmission 

All students who leave the University for more than one long semester 

must apply for re-admission. All students who leave the University on 

academic probation or suspension or with disciplinary concerns must 

apply for re-admission. Their cases will be taken before the University 

Re-Admission Committee to determine their eligibility to return to 

ACU. Decisions made by the committee are made based on a variety 

of factors, looking at the holistic view of the student, rather than just 

one factor. The decision of the University Re-Admission Committee is 

final. Those students on academic suspension from another institution 

will not be eligible for re-admission to ACU. 

Students wanting to apply for re-admission should refer to the Re-

Admission Form and Instructions page at www.acu.edu/ readmission 

for instructions and the application forms. Note that the deadlines for 

applying each semester will be strictly enforced. 

Second Baccalaureate Degree Student 

Office of the Registrar 

ACU Box 29141; Abilene, Texas 79699-9141 

Hardin Administration Building, Room 207 

Phone: 325-674-2236 

Fax: 325-674-2238 

Email: registrar@acu.edu 

Web: www.acu.edu/registrar 

Students who already have attained a baccalaureate degree (either 

from ACU or another accredited institution) and wish to work toward 

a second baccalaureate degree must apply for admission to the 

University.  

Students applying to ACU in this category will be required to provide 

copies of all college transcripts, as well as all other admissions 

documents that are required for other undergraduate students. Students 

seeking a second baccalaureate degree will be required to meet the 

general education requirements for the degree they are pursuing and 

must have at least 24 hours in addition to the work completed for their 

first degree. 

Transient (Special or Short Term) Students 

Office of the Registrar 

ACU Box 29141; Abilene, Texas 79699-9141 

Hardin Administration Building, Room 207 

Phone: 325-674-2236 

Fax: 325-674-2238 

Email: registrar@acu.edu 

Web: www.acu.edu/registrar  

Students who want to take courses for academic credit but are not 

seeking a degree from ACU may be admitted on a semester-by-

semester basis as transient, or non-degree, students. This provision 

applies, for example, to students enrolled in another college, qualified 

high school students, and visiting summer students. Transient 

applicants must: 

1. Complete a Special Student Application, available in the 

Registrarôs Office or online at www.acu.edu/registrar. 

2. Submit an official high school or college transcript. 

3. High school students must also submit a letter of permission from 

a high school counselor or principal. 

Students from other institutions are urged to confer with their own 

advisor before enrolling at ACU. Students who have a baccalaureate 

degree but want to take additional undergraduate courses must apply 

through the Graduate School. 

Non-degree students who later decide to continue their work at ACU 

must apply for admission to a degree program following published 

procedures. The fact that they have been admitted to non-degree status 

for one or more semesters does not guarantee their admission to a 

degree program at ACU. 

ESL Student Admission 

Center for International and Intercultural Education 

ACU Box 28226, Abilene, Texas 79699-8226 

Hardin Administration Building, Room 124 

Phone: 325-674-2710 

Fax: 325-674-2710 

Email: sdg04c@acu.edu  

Web: www.acu.edu/admissions/international  

ESL students should contact the Center for International and 

Intercultural Education for application to the Institute of Intensive 

English and admission to the university. See the Institute of Intensive 

English in the Foreign Languages Department section of this catalog. 

Military  and Veterans Admission 

Bill Hughes, VA Coordinator 

Office of the Registrar 

ACU Box 29141; Abilene, Texas 79699-9141 

Hardin Administration Building, Room 207 

Phone: 325-674-2902 

Fax: 325-674-2238 

Email: hughesb@acu.edu  

Web: www.acu.edu/registrar/veterans.html  

Veterans applying for admission to the university should follow the 

same procedures as others, but they should also contact, as early as 

possible, the veteransô coordinator in the Registrarôs Office to expedite 

handling of VA forms needed to qualify for benefits. 

Veterans should submit evidence of satisfactory completion of Service 

Schools to the Registrarôs Office to determine if college credit can be 

awarded. 

Military service personnel and veterans may be admitted as freshmen 

or transfer students. In addition, they may receive credit for successful 

completion of college-level military service schools as set forth in the 

American Council on Educationôs ñGuide to the Evaluation of 

Educational Experiences in the Armed Services.ò 

Academic Fresh Start Applicant  

Office of the Registrar 

ACU Box 29141; Abilene, Texas 79699-9141 

Hardin Administration Building, Room 207 

Phone: 325-674-2236 

Fax: 325-674-2238 

Email: registrar@acu.edu 

Web: www.acu.edu/registrar  

Any undergraduate student who previously attended ACU may request 

approval for Academic Fresh Start provided at least five years have 

elapsed since he or she was last enrolled in any college or university. 

Guidelines and an application for Academic Fresh Start may be 

obtained in the Registrarôs Office. Approval for Academic Fresh Start 

must be made before registering in courses. 

Academic Fresh Start allows students who previously attended 

Abilene Christian University to start over and have all previous 

courses and grades excluded from a new degree program. All previous 

courses and grades remain on the studentôs transcript, but are not 

counted toward the new degree program, earned hours or GPA. 

 

 

mailto:registrar@acu.edu
http://www.acu.edu/
mailto:registrar@acu.edu
http://www.acu.edu/registrar
mailto:registrar@acu.edu
http://www.acu.edu/registrar
http://www.acu.edu/registrar
mailto:sdg04c@acu.edu
http://www.acu.edu/admissions/international
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134096:/catalog/2008_09/departments/cas/foreignlan.xml#Institute of Intensive English
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134096:/catalog/2008_09/departments/cas/foreignlan.xml#Institute of Intensive English
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134096:/catalog/2008_09/departments/cas/foreignlan.xml#Institute of Intensive English
mailto:hughesb@acu.edu
http://www.acu.edu/registrar/veterans.html
mailto:registrar@acu.edu
http://www.acu.edu/registrar
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Orientation  to ACU 
Passport, Registration and Welcome Week 

Passport 
Passport is a summer orientation program for entering freshmen, 

transfers and their parents. All new undergraduate students are 

required to attend one of two Passport sessions. During the two-day 

Passport session, students will receive important information about 

starting their journey at ACU and will meet fellow students and 

professors. They will also complete placement testing, receive 

comprehensive academic advising and confirm their fall schedule. 

Transfer students with 22 or more eligible ACU hours may register for 

courses prior to Passport through their academic departments, but are 

still required to attend Passport. More information can be found  

at www.acu.edu/passport. 

Registration 
Newly-admitted freshmen receive their tentative fall schedule after 

registering online for Passport. Transfer students may register by 

contacting the academic department of their declared major after 

registering for Passport. 

All admission records, transcripts, test scores, fees and deposits, and 

student health records must be on file prior to Passport. Incomplete 

admission records, test scores, and/or health records will prevent 

students from registering. 

Freshmen students must be registered in required first-year university 

core courses in Bible, freshman English and UNIV 100, unless they 

have already completed these courses. 

International Student Registration 
International undergraduate students must be registered for at least 12 

hours. Undergraduates whose native language is not English are 

required to enroll in English as a Second Language (ESL) unless they 

can demonstrate acceptable English language skills by making a score 

of at least 525 on the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL), 

or 197 on the computer based TOEFL. ESL courses are added to 

other graduation requirements; they do not count toward 

graduation. For more information, please see the Institute of Intensive 

English in the Department of Foreign Languages section. 

Welcome Week 

Lifetime memories start at this five-day program preceding the first 

week of the fall semester. The journey for freshmen and transfer 

students begins by developing close relationships with fellow students, 

faculty and staff. Many activities keep students busy learning about 

each other and ACUôs traditions, school spirit and educational 

opportunities. The candlelight devotional on opening night creates a 

lasting bond among the new class and upperclassmen. Students engage 

in a variety of small and large group activities such as service projects, 

devotionals, academic meetings, games and meetings with University 

Seminar classmates or fellow transfer students. More information can 

be found at www.acu.edu/welcomeweek. 

Welcome Weekend 

(Students Entering at the Spring Semester) 
Welcome Weekend is an orientation program for students entering in 

the spring semester, including freshmen, transfers and their parents. 

All new undergraduate students who are beginning in the spring 

semester are required to attend the Welcome Weekend sessions. 

During this program, students will receive important information about 

starting their journey at ACU and will meet fellow students and 

professors. There will also be opportunities to complete placement 

testing, receive comprehensive academic advising and confirm their 

schedule. 

 

 

Testing 

Credit by Examination 
If past grades or test scores indicate outstanding academic 

achievement, it is possible to be exempt from or to receive college 

credit for certain courses. This provision does not apply to the first 

four required general education Bible courses (BIBL 101 or 104, 102 

or 105, 211, 212). 

No credit by examination will be awarded for a course that a 

student has taken. 

A maximum of 30 semester hours earned by examination may be 

counted toward an undergraduate degree. All hours of credit by 

examination earned will be listed on the official transcript. No tuition 

is charged for credit by examination, but a recording fee is charged per 

course. Unsuccessful attempts to earn credit by examination are not 

shown on transcripts. For more information, contact the Academic 

Development Center or the Admissions Office. 

ñChallengingò a Course 
Under exceptional circumstances, a studentôs past experience may 

provide the student with experiences equivalent to one of the 

undergraduate courses offered by the university. The student should 

see the chair of the appropriate department to discuss whether that 

experience might provide knowledge and skills comparable to the 

knowledge and skills expected through the course work. If it has, the 

chair may approve the student for possible credit by exam. The student 

who wishes to pursue this option must pick up a Course Challenge 

form in the Academic Development Center and then schedule the 

exam within the appropriate department.  

Course-challenge credit is subject to the limitations explained in the 

Credit by Examination section above. Because of the nature of some 

courses, they are not available through challenge or examination. 

When credit is awarded during the first week of the semester, a full 

refund will be approved. 

A student may not challenge or test for credit for a course when that 

student has already earned credit for a subsequent course in that field. 

For example, a student may not challenge Beginning Spanish if the 

student has already taken Intermediate Spanish. 

ACT/SAT Placement Information   
The following information applies to the 2008-09 academic year and is 

subject to change for 2009-10.  

New students, including transfer students with fewer than 65 

transferable degree credits, may be required or given the option to 

complete placement testing. 

The following COMPASS placement tests are available: 

 Advanced Mathematics Placement Test ï required for  

all students majoring in math, science, computer science  

or pre-health (except nursing) regardless of ACT/SAT scores. 

This test is used for placement into MATH 109 (Precalculus I), 

MATH 124 (Precalculus II) or MATH 185 (Calculus I). Students 

who have earned credit for MATH 185 from AP or CLEP do not 

need to take this placement test. 

 Mathematics Placement Test ï optional for those students who 

scored below 20 on ACT Math or below 500 on SAT Math. This 

test can be taken if a student wishes to improve his/her course 

placement or eliminate a mathematics course which would not 

earn graduation credit. 

 English Placement Test ï optional for those students who scored 

below 19 on ACT English or 470 on SAT Critical Reading 

(Verbal). This test can be taken if a student wishes to improve 

his/her course placement or eliminate  

an English course which would not earn graduation credit. 

Placement tests may be attempted twice but must be completed before 

the semester begins. Students are not eligible for placement testing 

after beginning any MATW, MATH, or ENGL course. However, 

http://www.acu.edu/passport
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134096:/catalog/2008_09/departments/cas/foreignlan.xml#Institute of Intensive English
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134096:/catalog/2008_09/departments/cas/foreignlan.xml#Institute of Intensive English
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134096:/catalog/2008_09/departments/cas/foreignlan.xml#Institute of Intensive English
http://www.acu.edu/welcomeweek
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students who have completed MATW 019 are eligible to take a 

placement test for entrance into MATH 109, 123 or 147 since passing 

the placement test is a prerequisite for these courses. 

Learning Communities 

Eric Gumm, Director 

ACU Box 29104, Abilene, Texas 79699-9104 
Hardin Administration Building, Room 309 

Phone: 325-674-2212 

Email: fyp@acu.edu  

Web: www.acu.edu/fyp  

A Learning Community is a set of classes grouped around a common 

theme. For example, a community on the theme of ñThe Power of the 

Wordò might include Bible, English and speech courses or the theme 

of ñBeing Counter-Cultural Peopleò might include Bible, English and 

University Seminar courses. While the course content will not be 

parallel for the entire semester, the teachers of these courses will work 

together to help students recognize and understand how the knowledge 

gained in each course relates to the learning that is going on in the 

other courses. Some Learning Communities may plan special group 

service projects or identify other opportunities to learn while doing. 

Depending on the courses in the community, most groups will include 

15-25 students. When a student enrolls in a Learning Community that 

automatically enrolls him or her in all of the classes in that 

community. 

Learning Communities are designed to help students: 

 become involved in college more quickly; 

 become acquainted with other students; 

 form student study groups; 

 learn more about a topic of interest; 

 enhance learning by seeing connections among classes. 

University Seminar 

Eric Gumm, Director 

ACU Box 29104, Abilene, Texas 79699-9104 

Hardin Administration Building, Room 309 

Phone: 325-674-2212 

Fax: 325-674-6112 

Email: fyp@acu.edu  

Web: www.acu.edu/fyp 

University Seminar (UNIV 100) is designed to prepare students for 

full integration into the academic, spiritual and social realms of the 

university by developing an understanding of the mission of the 

university. It offers diverse learning experiences both on campus and 

in the community. 

University Seminar is required of all students matriculating from 

high school and transfer students with fewer than 22 hours toward 

an ACU degree. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Financial 
Information  
Michael Lewis, Director of Student Financial Services 

ACU Box 29007; Abilene, Texas 79699-9007 

Welcome Center, Zellner Hall, Room 200 

Phone: 325-674-2300 (in Abilene) or  

             888-588-6083 (outside Abilene) 

Fax: 325-674-2963 

Email: depot@acu.edu 

Web: www.acu.edu/admissions/scholarships  

Abilene Christian University is a non-profit institution. All funds from 

student charges are spent for student services. Other funds for 

operational expense come from endowments and gifts from concerned 

individuals and organizations. As a policy, auxiliary operations such as 

cafeterias, housing and bookstores are self-supporting. 

The Board of Trustees has charged the executive vice president with 

the responsibility of enforcing all regulations for student accounts. If a 

student is of legal age, he or she is deemed to be the primary party 

liable for his or her financial obligation. All monies collected from 

students by any person or organization shall be held under the 

direction of the executive vice president. 

A schedule of charges detailing current tuition, fees, meal plan costs 

and residence hall room rent may be obtained from either the 

Admissions Office or the Student Financial Services Office. 

Financial Aid  

Abilene Christian University maintains a comprehensive program of 

financial aid. Financial planning and consultation to help students and 

their families meet the expenses of a college education is available at 

no additional charge. 

The primary responsibility of financing a college education rests upon 

students and their families. Assistance from ACU and other sources 

should be considered as supplementary to the primary responsibility of 

the student and the family. ACU strives to supplement studentôs needs 

by planning a combination of grants, scholarships, loans and work-

study to eligible students. ACU attempts to distribute all financial aid 

resources in an equitable manner and following the guidelines 

established for federal, state, and institutional funds. 

Financial aid application forms are available online for students who 

apply for admission to ACU. These forms should be returned by 

March 1 for fall enrollment and by November 1 for spring enrollment. 

Late applicants may find that certain forms of grant and 

scholarship funds are depleted by the time their applications are 

submitted to the Student Financial Services Office. 

Students must make satisfactory academic progress in order to 

maintain eligibility for financial aid. The minimum acceptable 

cumulative grade point average requirements are 2.0 for undergraduate 

students and 3.0 for graduate students. Additionally, all students must 

earn a cumulative minimum of 75 percent of the hours attempted. 

Satisfactory academic progress is generally measured once each year 

at the end of the spring semester. If a student fails to meet the 

requirements during the fall and spring semesters, summer courses 

may be counted in order to determine eligibility for aid. 

Students who fail to meet the satisfactory academic progress standards 

may file an appeal to the Student Financial Services Office. The appeal 

must be filed prior to the start of the term for which financial aid has 

been denied. If a student withdraws from the university after being 

declared ineligible for aid, they are required to file an appeal for aid at 

mailto:fyp@acu.edu
http://www.acu.edu/fyp
mailto:fyp@acu.edu
http://www.acu.edu/fyp
mailto:depot@acu.edu
http://www.acu.edu/admissions/scholarships
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whatever point they are readmitted. Only those appeals that are 

approved by the Student Financial Services Office will be deemed 

eligible for financial aid. 

Work -Study 
Students may want a part-time job to assist in meeting their financial 

obligations. Many students find off-campus jobs in Abilene 

businesses, as well as on-campus jobs. 

ACUôs student employment staff assists in bringing on-campus and 

off-campus employers and prospective student workers together. After 

enrolling, students can visit www.acu.edu/careercenter for job 

postings. 

Student Loan Program 

ACU participates in the following student loan programs: 

 Federal Stafford Loans (subsidized and unsubsidized) 

 Federal Perkins Loans 

 College Access Loan (Texas residents only) 

 Federal PLUS Loan (for parents of dependent undergraduate 

students) 

 Alternative Loans 

 Grad PLUS Loans 

Grants 
ACU participates in the following grant programs: 

 PELL ï Federal Pell Grant 

 SEOG ï Federal Supplementary Educational Opportunity Grant 

 ACG ï Academic Competitiveness Grant 

 NSG ï National SMART Grant 

 TEACH ï Teacher Education Assistance for College and Higher 

Education 

For Texas residents only: 

 TEG ï Tuition Equalization Grant 

 LEAP ï Leveraging Educational Assistance Partnership 

 SLEAP ï Special Leveraging Educational Assistance Partnership 

 Others as available 

Need-Based Grants 
A limited amount of financial aid is available for need-based grants. 

Preference is given to those who apply early. 

Scholarships 

NOTE TO STUDENTS AND PARENTS: Scholarships for costs 

other than tuition, books and required fees (i.e. room and board) 

may be taxable to the recipient. 

Awarding Philosophy 
ACU awards entering freshmen students a specific amount of gift aid 

based on the studentôs ACT or SAT score and the studentôs financial 

need. All federal, state, and institutional sources of aid for which the 

student may qualify will be used to meet the specific target amount. 

Payment Plans 

There are various plans that may be selected for account payment. 

Annual Payment Plan 
Pay the current total balance by the due date given on the first billing 

statement of a new semester. Please be aware that this may not be the 

final bill for the semester. Following are a few reasons why a second 

bill may be necessary: adding or dropping classes, charging books, 

actual and estimated financial aid changes, all estimated financial aid 

does not pay to your account, incurring traffic/library fines, etc. 

(Estimated financial aid is aid that will pay to your account after you 

have completed all necessary requirements.) A late charge will be 

assessed on all payments not received and processed by ACU on the 

due date. The charge is 1.242 percent monthly (14.9 percent annually) 

on the amount past due. 

Quarterly Payment Plan 
By going to ñWildcat Payò on my.ACU, during the first month of the 

semester you may set up a payment plan that will spread your charge 

over four months. For example, in the fall term, set the plan up in 

August to pay your charge over August, September, October, and 

November. Each semester an enrollment fee is charged to set up the 

plan. (This applies to fall and spring semesters only. Charges for 

summer classes are due before the student may attend class.) You may 

also call 800-343-5904 for payment plan assistance. There will not be 

a late charge if you are on the payment plan and make the agreed 

payment amount. 

Prepaid Tuition Plan 
This plan allows purchase of tuition hours at the existing rate. There is 

no set limit to the number of prepaid tuition hours to be purchased.  

The tuition price for the year in which the plan is initiated (up to 

December 31 of that year) is the assured rate. The student is assured of 

this rate regardless of subsequent changes in tuition rates. 

If a student does not enroll, the refund amount is the amount of the 

original payment. No interest is earned. Refund calculations are based 

upon the assured rate and any remaining hours purchased but not used. 

Billing Statement 
A statement of account will be sent monthly. 

Financial Responsibility 
Failure to make proper payment is cause for dismissal at the discretion 

of the university administration. 

Official academic transcripts, participation in graduation or other 

post-graduate activities may be hindered unless all university-

related indebtedness is paid in full. 

Academic Enrichment and Technology Fee 

Class, lab and technology fees in all departments have been 

consolidated into one academic enrichment and technology fee. This 

fee eliminates individual course fees (exceptions listed below). The 

academic enrichment and technology fee provides access to world-

wide learning resources as well as specified class and lab supplies. All 

students have access to designated computer labs located in various 

academic departments and residence halls. Students with their own 

computers receive increased modem access from their residence (on or 

off campus). ACUôs advanced computing and networking capabilities 

improve the learning experience for all students. 

Exceptions: 

 Band fees 

 Audit fees 

 Focus on the Family Program fee 

 JMC course fee 

 Music lesson fees 

 Exercise Science and Health: 

-  Bowling 

-  Uniform fees ï Red Cross 

 Personality and Career Testing Fees 

 Nursing fees (PHSSN) 

 All tr avel classes such as: 

-  Exercise Science: Skiing, Backpacking, Scuba,  

Golf and Canoe Camping 

-  History Field School 

-  Christian Business Leadership Perspectives 

-  Marine and Field Biology 

-  Au Sable Institute (Biology) 

-  Study Abroad Programs 

Note: All courses with extra fees may not be listed here. Please check 

with the department for information concerning individual course fees. 
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Meal Plans 

The university offers several meal plan options for students living in 

residence halls and for students off-campus as well. 

Besides the World Famous Bean, meal plans may also be used during 

specific hours at Pizza Hut, Grab-N-Go, Java City, Starbucks, and all 

satellite locations.. 

Most meal plan options include Bean Bucks, which may be used to 

purchase food at all locations listed above as well as Energy Zone, 

Chick-Fil-A, Quiznos and the Campus Store. 

Meal Plan Options 

Plan A 21 meals per week + 120 Bean Bucks 

Plan B 15 meals per week + 120 Bean Bucks 

Plan C 10 meals per week + 120 Bean Bucks 

Plan D 7 meals per week + 100 Bean Bucks 

Plan E 600 Bean Bucks 

Plan F 400 Bean Bucks 

Plan G Any 30 meals per semester 

Minimum meal plan requirements for all residence hall students are as 

follows: 

 Freshman must have Plan A, B, or C 

 All other residents must have Plan A, B, C, or D 

Off-campus students and employees may purchase any meal plan. 

Students have until the 12th day of class each semester to make plan 

changes. If a change is made, the student is charged two separate meal 

plan charges. Both meal plan charges are pro-rated based on the 

number of days the student uses each plan. 

Meal Plans E, F, and G are non-refundable and expire at the end of the 

semester. These plans can be purchased again once the original meal 

plan has been depleted. Students on meal plans A-D may not purchase 

additional Bean Bucks. 

Campus Cash 

Campus Cash provides students the convenience of making non-cash 

purchases through the use of their ID card. By purchasing Campus 

Cash, students may limit the amount of cash they carry on campus. 

Campus Cash, like Bean Bucks, may be used at any of the dining 

facilities on campus. Campus Cash may also be used to purchase text 

books and school supplies at Abilene Educational Supply and the ACU 

Campus Store. 

To purchase Campus Cash, a student should complete a Campus Cash 

Purchase Agreement form in The Depot or on myACU. Students must 

have a credit balance on their account before Campus Cash can be 

charged. If a student is unable to charge Campus Cash it must be 

purchased. Campus Cash will be activated within 48 hours of 

purchasing. 

Campus Cash may be purchased at any time during the semester. The 

balance does carry over from fall to spring and expires at the end of 

the summer. Refunds of Campus Cash in excess of $5 will be made 

upon request in The Depot. The refund of Campus Cash will be 

credited back to your ACU account. 

 

 
 

 

Refund Policy  
Add/Drop Period 

During the add/drop period there is no penalty for adding or dropping 

courses. Students may adjust their course schedule during the add/drop 

period with a full refund of tuition and fees. Courses dropped during 

this period will not appear on the studentôs transcript. 

Add/Drop Period: 

Fall/Spring terms  .............................................. Through Friday of the  

                                                                                 first week of classes 

Summer sessions  ...............................  Before first day of each session 

January  .......................................................... Before first day of class 

Intensive course  ...............................  Same as add/drop period of term  

                                                                         in which course is taught    

Refunds ï Withdrawing from a Course 

After the add/drop period: 

 Students must officially withdraw from a course by initiating a 

withdrawal form. 

 A withdrawal grade for the course will appear on the transcript. 

 Refunds of tuition will be made according to the Refund Tuition 

Schedule (below). 

 Fees are non-refundable after the add/drop period. 

 No refunds for room and board will be made for absences while 

enrolled in the university. 

Refund Tuition Schedule 

Fall and Spring Terms Refund 

Friday of the first week of classes (usually Days 1-5) 100% 

Through Day 12 of classes 80% 

Through Day 15 of classes 60% 

Day 16 - end of term None 

January Courses Refund 

Day 1 90% 

Day 2 - end of term None 

Summer Term Refund 

Day 1 90% 

Day 2 - end of term None 

Tuition refunds on intensive courses: Refunds for intensive courses 

not specifically listed above are subject to the refund schedule for the 

term in which the course is taught, regardless of the actual date the 

course begins. For example, an intensive course taught during the fall 

term must be dropped by Day 5 of the fall term for a 100% refund, by 

Day 12 for an 80% refund, or by Day 15 for a 60% refund, per the 

schedule above for Fall and Spring Terms. 

Refunds ï Withdrawal From University  

Policies and Procedures Regarding the Return of Title IV and 

Institutional Funds  
Abilene Christian University calculates and returns Title IV funds 

according to Federal Title IV policy 34 CRF 668.22. The amount of 

Title IV funds (other than Federal Work-Study) that must be returned 

to the Title IV programs is based solely on the length of time the 

student was enrolled before withdrawing. This policy is effective for 

complete or full withdrawal from a semester in which the student 

receives Title IV federal funds. 
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If the student withdraws before 60 percent of the semester has elapsed, 

a percentage of Title IV funds will be returned to the federal program 

based on the length of time the student is enrolled prior to withdrawal. 

For example, if the student withdraws when 50 percent of the semester 

has elapsed, 50 percent of Title IV funds will be returned to the federal 

programs. After 60 percent of the semester has elapsed, the student is 

considered to have earned all aid received for the semester. 

The return of Title IV funds depends upon the date the student 

withdraws during the semester. 

Withdrawal date is defined as one of the following: 

 The date the student began the withdrawal process; 

 The date the student otherwise provided the school with official 
notification of the intent to withdraw; 

 For the student who does not begin the universityôs withdrawal 
process or notify the school of the intent to withdraw, the mid-

point of the payment period or period of enrollment for which 

Title IV assistance was disbursed (unless the university can 

document a later date); or 

 The withdrawal date is determined from class attendance records. 

 If a student stops attending class, federal regulations require that 

ACU consider the student withdrawn for financial aid purposes. 

Abilene Christian University will:  

1. Determine date of withdrawal. 

2. Calculate the percentage of aid deemed to have been earned by 
the student. 

3. Calculate the percentage of aid not earned by the student, which 

must be returned to federal programs. 

Return of Title IV Funds  
If the withdrawal date results in a percentage of Title IV aid not earned 

by the student, then return of Title IV aid will occur in the following 

order: 

1. Unsubsidized Federal Stafford Loans. 

2. Subsidized Federal Stafford Loans. 

3. Federal Perkins Loans. 

4. Federal PLUS Loans. 

5. Federal Pell Grants. 

6. Federal SEOG Grants. 

7. Other assistance under the title for which a return of funds is 

required. 

Room and board will be refunded on a pro rata basis after a student 

withdraws from the university. No refunds for board will be made for 

absences while enrolled in the university. 

 

 

Endowed 
Scholarships  
The following endowed scholarships are available at ACU. They are 

awarded to qualified students by the appropriate department. Students 

do not apply for these scholarships directly. This list is updated as of 

March 2009; however, corrections should be reported to the catalog 

office. 

Agriculture:  Mr. and Mrs. S.N. Allen, F.M. ñDocò Churchill, T.W. 

Colby, Dewey Davis, Edwin Dubose, Ex-Aggie, Orval M. and Christie 

W. Grimm, Houston Livestock Show, Carl B. and Florence E. King, 

Robert E. Malone, Dean and Dorothy Moberly, Virgil G. (Bud) 

Money, Guy E. Steen, W.S. Taylor 

Art:  Lylian Arledge, Margaret L. Bruce, Lucile Dill, Juanita Tittle 

Pollard, Joseph E. Shipp Sr., Norman and Joyce Whitefield 

Athletics: Lance and Melissa Barrow (Football), Basketball 63-64 

Team, Ruth Shipp Beaver, Wally Bullington, Sam Carpenter 

(Baseball), Roy Douglas Churchill, Judy Kniffen Clardy (Tennis), Ann 

and A.M. ñTontoò Coleman Memorial, Buddy Colston (Golf), Eck and 

Maurine Curtis, Bob and Myrt Davidson (Lineman), Reese and Jeanne 

Davis, Grant Feasel (Football), Richard and Lois Fuller (Tennis), 

Oliver Jackson (Track and Field), Rex and Irene Klepper, Bill and 

Nancy McMinn (Tennis), Garry Don Moore, A.B. Morris (Coaching), 

Rebecca Morris (Womenôs Basketball), Larry Nichols (Golf), N.L. 

(Nick) and Helen Nicholson (Football), Odell-Knight-Hooker 

(Gloveman Baseball), Joseph E. Shipp Jr., Sisco Family (Baseball), 

William J. Teague (Point Guard), Everett Treadway, Glen L. Wallace 

Sr. 

Bible/Spanish: Gordon L. and Beatrice Minchew Downing 

Biblical Studies: Adams-Goodloe, Barney and Elzabelle Alsobrook, 

Candace Carter Anderson, Anonymous CBS Scholarship No. 1, 

Anonymous CBS Scholarship No. 2, Anonymous CBS Scholarship 

No. 3, W.F. and Pearl Arnett, Clyde and Shirley Ater, George Bailey, 

Mrs. M.E. Baldridge, A.B. Barret, Bernice Beaty, Eleanor Brockman 

Barton, B.B. Baxter, R.P. and Cecile Black, Josephine and Don 

Bowen, C. Leroy Buie, Wendell E. and Faye Burgess, Dovie O. 

Burnett, Hal Alexander Burnett, Jr., Mel and Dovie Burnett, A.G. and 

Gregg Carmack, Stephen Arthur Carmichael, George F. Carter, Henri 

Ida Dabney Chambers, Chenault Family, Gene Paul Clifton, College 

of Biblical Studies, Robert L. Cooner, Maude W. Cranfill, Mr. and 

Mrs. John R. Decker, H.H. Dickson Trust, Edwin H. and Marinette L. 

Enzor Sr., Don and Edna Earl Faulkner, Everett Ferguson, Don and 

Martha Finto, Fleming Mission Awards, Richard and Gay Flow, I.S. 

Fowler, Ernest D. Garrett, Gibson Bible and Mission, John Paul 

Gibson, Robert and Lou Giezentanner, Rhelma B. and C. Woodrow 

Gleeson Missions, W.O. and Mary Gloff, Elmer and Virgie Gray, J.L. 

Greene, Vincent Guarnere, Lacy and Dorothy Harber, Mr. and Mrs. 

Nathan J. Harsh, Samuel Edward Haynes, Dury and Ardella Helm, 

Gwen and Gail Hensley Missions, Thomas A. and Connie Stapp 

Higginbotham, Vivian Holmes, Mr. and Mrs. A.R. Holton, Jan and 

Bill Hooten, Leta Skiles Hudspeth, Hulen Jackson, R. Terry Jackson, 

Alvin G. and Janet G. Jordan, C.L. Kay, David L. and Betty R. 

Kennamer Seminar in Missions, Reuel and Imogene Lemmons 

(Missions), Byrd R. and Lucile Walls Lewis, P.G. and Anna Lewis, 

Matthew Clayton Lowe, Mankin Family, Archie and Ethel Martin, W. 

G. Massey, Opal Biggerstaff McCord, E.W. McMillan, Marion and 

Bertie McNair (Missions), Prentice and Barbara Meador, Missions 

Department, Missions Seminar, J.F. and W.L. Montague, Helen 

Moran, Col. Jim and Joy Morgan, Rhodes E. Morris, Eva Nall, J.W. 

OôBanion, OôDowd, Roy and Jaxie Palmer (Missions), Jim and Eula 

Perkins, Frank and Maudie Phillips, Richards-McGuire, Holbert and 

Stella Rideout Religious Education, Eris A. and Mary Tackett Ritchie, 

Jenny Rix, Clifton Rogers, Sherlie J. Rowe for Women, Alonzo E. 
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Rutherford, H. Ray Rutherford, Second Century, Sheppard, Sheppard 

Family, Katherine and H.R. Sherrow Jr., Charles and Judy Siburt, 

Doug Small, Birtie Wicker Smith, Lawrence L. Smith, Rebecca 

Brimmer Smith, W.R. and Mayme C. Smith, Paul and Margaret 

Southern, David S. Sowell Jr. and Esther Smith Sowell, Carl Spain, 

Don Stobaugh Family, Page Lamar Stradley, Woody and Mae Teague, 

Everett Treadway, Gus E. and Minnie Turman, Clyde and Retta 

Turnage, Mike Warren, Otto J. Weber, Ben West, Ira and Hazel 

Williams, Woodrow and Ruth Wilson, Cled Wimbish, Grace 

Woodward  

Biology: James Herbert Sikes, Revis D. and  

Earlene D. Tyler Jr. 

Business: Accounting Department Chairman, Business Administration 

Council, Kay and Roger Cheek, Ben M. Davis (Accounting), A. Don 

Drennan, Sybil Faubus, First National Bank of Abilene, Ted and 

Glenda Fowler ñGolden Corral,ò Steve and Cheryl Green, Jack and 

Ann Griggs, Blanche and Claude Hogan, Biddie and Oliver Jackson, 

Taylor L. Lamkin, Holt Lunsford, Lytle Family, Dean and Dorothy 

Moberly, Helen Moran, George Q. and Linda Offutt, Robert R. 

Onstead, Orr Family, James and Bobbye Petty, Dusty and Nancy 

Rhodes, John and Sue Sehon, Pauline and Ed Snelson, Gene and Ruth 

Ann Stallings, Swinney Family, Jim and Margaret Talbot, Margaret L. 

and William J. Teague, Louie and Iola Faye Welch, 

PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP 

Chemistry and Biochemistry: Dow, Norma Keeler Henry, Richard 

M. Henry, Tommy J. McCord (Research), Sandie and Wayne Propst, 

Ronnie Pruitt, Revis D. and Earlene D. Tyler Jr. 

College of Arts and Sciences: Kay and Roger Cheek 

Communication: Gary Scott Rohre, Rosemary Kincaid 

Communication Sciences and Disorders: Audra Cobb, Lyda B. 

Sebastian Harrell, Richard Slade Harrell 

Computer Science: Dwight Caughfield 

Conflict Resolution: Diane Duncum 

English: James W. and Clara D. Culp, Clara M. Ellis, Garrett-Watson, 

Jewell Watson, Jack Welch, Mima Williams 

Exercise Science and Health: Debi Zickefoose Allen, Leota 

Zickefoose Frazier, Norma Keeler Henry, Helen Moran, Y.C. Paschall 

Jr., JohnE and R.L. Roberts Jr. (Exercise Science/Library Science), 

Guy Scruggs, Marie Wilmeth, Benjamin Harvey (Trey) Zickefoose III 

Foreign Language: Schug-Treat 

General Academic: Abilene Community Foundation, ACU 

Foundation, Adams Memorial, June Adcock, L.E. and Ada Adrian, 

Jim Alsobrook, Anderson-Adams, Jane Leonard Anthony, J.S. 

Arledge, Eugene Gould Armstrong, F. Buster Armstrong, George and 

Lela Armstrong, James C. Armstrong, Beulah Cain Arvin, Jamie and 

Rick Atchley, A. Leroy Baker, Mark Weldon Baker, Ball-Lair, 

Monette Beard, R.C. Bell, W.H. Bennett, A.A. and Effie Berryman, 

James Ray Black, J. Donald Bowen, Edward and Frances Buck, Joe 

and JoLynn Bullock, Mike Bullock, Leonard Burford, Inda Burrus 

Graduate, Carlos and Annie Calvert, Norris and Mary Jo Campbell, 

W.E. Cantrell, Art Carmichael, Amon G. Carter, Mr. and Mrs. J.Q. 

Carter, William Henry Chambers Sr., Watson and Ruby Childers, 

Stella Creel and Irene Louise Childress, Chris Christian, John D. and 

Mary Clark, Class of 2000, Roy C. Coffee, Thelma ñSissyò Coffman, 

E.L. and Marie Coker, Eliza Jane Cooper, Megan Cope, Dewitt C. and 

Bethel W. Cox, James F. Cox, Don and Carol Crisp, Charles and Byrla 

Cromwall, Marvin and Vyla Belle Crowe, Younger Reed Davidson, 

Emma O. Dawson, Barry Donnell, East Texas, Helen Ellison ñI Love 

You,ò June Eubanks, Joe and Leta Ewing, Bert and Lucille Ezzell, 

Nannie E. Ferguson, Richard and Gay Flow, James and Lola Fry, 

Funded Permanent Academic, Jimmy L. Fuston, J.C. Gafford, Shirley 

and Norman (Buddy) Garner, Albert P. and Mamie E. George, W. 

Hanson and Mary Olive Granger, Allen Overton Griggs, Juanita 

Hamlin, Ray V. and Nancy Hansen, Nellie Allen Hardgrave, Dr. 

Dwain Hart, W. Maxine Turnbough Hays, Gene and Mary Hicks, 

Herring, Haley Hill Compassionate, L.D. (Bill) and Alvah Jean Hilton, 

Oralie Sandusky Hines, Homer and Floy Hodge, Homer and Floy 

Hodge #2, Iva Lee (Bradfute) and Porter Raymond House, Bob and 

Shirley Hunter, Marian and Clinton F. Hurley, Inn Dow, J. Warren 

Jackson, Clarence and Vera Jessup, Billy Bob Johnson, Jesse H. and 

Mary G. Jones, Loreta and V.W. Kelley (Alumni), Blanche and V.N. 

Keyes, Rex and Irene Klepper #2, B.B. King, La Quinta Motor Inns, 

Fred Landers, Reuel and Imogene Lemmons, Anna Marie Lindley, 

Vivian Fulbright Litton, Mr. and Mrs. John E. Lobley, Max and 

Denalyn Lucado, A.O. Mallory Family, Maples Family, Pauline 

Marshall, Edwin and Jewell McDonald Martin, Neal Massie, Jerry 

Mays, Henry and Fay McBroom, Henry and Maude McCormack, 

Chesley McDonald, Mr. and Mrs. Ray McGlothlin Jr., Ray and Kay 

McGlothlin Jr., Louise & Durst McKinney, Charles McLaughlin, 

Betty and Art McLeod, Bruce McMillan Junior Foundation, Orbin V. 

Melton, Nancy Miller, Miscellaneous, John Henry Mitchell, L.E. 

Mitchell, Kathy Mitchell-Musick, Modisette-McDuffie, Milton Harvey 

and Anna Pearl Moore, Don H. Morris, Don and Alberta Morris, Sarah 

E. Morton, Myrtle Springs Church of Christ, Zelma Odle, John E. 

Olvera, Kay and Bob Onstead Ministerôs Progeny, Jesse G. Overton, 

Roy H. and Dorothy Ketchersid Owen, Gregory and Dianne Palmer, 

Parks- Allen, Phi Delta Psi, Elizabeth Wilmeth Pickle, Robert Pittman, 

Lee and Dorris Scott Powell, M.C. Puckett, Bernice and Jess Pyeatt, 

Rambo, Phil and Lula Rampey, Reese Family, Dusty and Nancy 

Rhodes, J.H. Richards Sr., Marguerite Jane Richardson, Buna E. 

Rickner, Dorothy C. and Emmet D. Riggs, D.S. and Pauline Riggs, 

Dorothy De Wees Rix, Jenny Rix, Ira and Lena Roberts, Harden A. 

and Lucy C. Ross, Nelson Nichols Ross, Johanna Haltom Salter, Dana 

Scott Sanders, A. Crutcher Scott, Susan Scott, Maxie Runnels Sewell, 

Ernest D. and Grace Shelton, Ouita and Louis Shelton, B Sherrod, B 

and Ezzie Sherrod, E.F. and Edna Shotwell, Mr. and Mrs. W.C. Sikes, 

Paul J. and Christine B. Sloan, Mrs. J.M. ñSkeetò Smith, Malcolm A. 

and Nettie J. Smith, Mr. and Mrs. Presley Smith Sr., Wade and Mary 

Smith, Snyder-Nation, Zana Sorrells, Laura Sowell, Jacqueline Sprott, 

Gene and Ruth Ann Stallings, John C. and Ruth Stevens, Ray A. 

Stewart, Bill and Peggy Teague, Margaret L. Teague Spirit of ACU 

Award, Margaret and William J. Teague Excellence in Leadership, 

J.D. and Katherine Thomas, Richard C. Thompson, Donald Thut, Ron 

Tiner, M.L. Todd, M.L. Todd #2, Rodney A. Toms, Mr. and Mrs. 

W.B. Trammell, Dee Thomas Travis Sr., Charles Trevathan Memorial, 

Sue Nell Nall Truxal, University, W Club, Ross and June Walker, 

Dean Walling Memorial, Isaac and Nancy Walls, Hubert and Leatrice 

Watson, Avis C. Wiggins, Tim Wilburn, Williams Ligon Brown, John 

and Evelyn Willis, Wilmeth, Claudie and Stanley Wilson, Witt 

Family, WACU, H.V. and Mae Woodard, Toddie Lee Wynne Jr., 

Izetta Tidwell Yarbrough, Nancy Zickefoose  

Gerontology: Virgil Bentley, Stella Creel and Irene Louise Childress, 

John Alfred Creech, Joe McKissick, Helen C. Nelson, Students of 

Gerontology 

History:  COE Foundation, James W. and Clara D. Culp, Paul D. and 

Clara Randolph, Joe Powell and Donna S. Spaulding  

International Students: Nick and Viorica Duta (Romania), Petrina 

Toluwalope Olorunsola 

International Studies: International Student, Voss-Haseltine (Asian 

Studies) 

Journalism and Mass Communication: Vonda Dietz, Bradley and 

Corliss Hudson Englert, Lydia Clarke Heston, Blanche and Claude 

Hogan 

Learning Enhancement Center: Aubrey Green 

Library Science: JohnE and R.L. Roberts Jr. (Exercise 

Science/Library Science) 
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Marriage and Family Therapy:  Ethelyn "Smitty" (Smith) and F. 

Carl Brecheen, Fred and Consuelo Faulkner, Marriage and Family 

Therapy 

Mathematics: Michael and Phyllis Barsch Bolin, Norma Keeler 

Henry, Albert Z. and Lena L. Hayes Math, Mathematics-Principal, 

E.V. and Ora McReynolds   

Music: Jack Boyd (Music), Callie Performing Arts, Marion Cawood 

(Voice), C.O. and Viva Croson, M.L. Daniels, Norene Watson Davis 

(Piano), Ewing (Vocal), Fry-Crain (Band or Orchestra), Silas Edwin 

George, Hall Endowed Scholarship for Voice Majors, Robert and 

Mary Hall Endowed Vocal, Max W. Harper (Music), Nathan and 

Louise Harsh, Jacque Nell Holland, Harold and Jeannette Lipford 

(Vocal), Alice Ezzel Mitchell, Charles and Betty Nelson, Lisa Lee 

Pruett (Piano), Bill Reese, Camilla Browning Sellers, Tamara Thaxton 

(Band), Martha Tipton (Piano), Vocal Music and Lyric Theatre, Louie 

and Iola Faye Welch 

Nursing: Dora Ely Allen, Anna Daugherty Knight, Eva Stoll 

Physics: Sam T. Bryan, Norma Keeler Henry, Hosea Lewis, Ronata 

Newberry Woodbridge 

Political Science: Trent and Nell Meaders, Ted Poe, Jack Pope, B.F. 

Sisk, Pat and Joann Sublett Government Leadership, Gary and Nancy 

Thompson 

Pre-Med/Pre-Dental: Mike and Sally Allen, J.R. Endsley, Clark 

Stevens, Joseph Virone 

Science: Thurmon Andress, J. Warren Jackson, Paul C. Witt  

Science/Mathematics: Todd and Shirley Barfield 

Social Work: John Alfred Creech, Stella Creel and Irene Louise 

Childress 

Sociology/Family Studies: Stella Creel and Irene Louise Childress, 

Earl and Sallie Day, Norma Keeler Henry, Marriage and Family 

Studies, Gail Strickland Noll, Bernice McClellan Pyeatt, Marianna and 

Ken Rasco, Jean Martin Sanders, Sociology, Marie Wilmeth 

Teacher Education: Noma Gray Alexander, Weldon and Berdelle 

Barnett, Hal and Nancy Bearden, Gilmer L. and Mary Lois Belcher, 

Merlyn Gooch Cook, Noah and Elizabeth Crisp, Sue Veryne Dodson, 

Walter and Jo Nell Drew, Durrington, Dr. Orval Filbeck, Chantrey and 

Aynsley Fritts, Jennifer E. Graham, Greer-Cummins, George and 

Jewell Harris, Albert Z. and Lena L. Hayes Education, Dr. and Mrs. 

G.C. Morlan, Bert E. Mosier, Albert and Dale M. Ogren, Tara and 

Mark Rich, Ben Shilcutt, Chuck Sitton, Loy & Mildred Stockburger, 

Lloyd and Maxine Swindle, Teacher Education Department, Cindy 

Ann Caldwell Truxal, A.E. ñPolyò Wells, Harold A. Wilkinson, and 

Willie Wilkinson 

Theatre: Noma Gray Alexander (Drama), Alpha Psi 

Omega/Melpomenean, Fred J. Barton, Mary Prudie Story Brown, 

Gaylan J. Collier, John and Patsy Duncan, Charlton and Lydia Heston, 

Rex and Chris Kyker, Jeannette and Harold Lipford (Music/ Theatre), 

Rebecca McKay Morris, Pat and Arradel Powell, Bill and Ann Stokes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Academic 
Information  
The information provided in this catalog is subject to change without 

notice and does not constitute a contract between Abilene Christian 

University and a student or an applicant for admission. The 

information in this catalog is current as of April 2009. 

For graduate programs, consult the Graduate School section of this 

catalog (page 152). 

Definitions and Policies 

College Year 
Abilene Christian University follows the college calendar set by the 

Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board. The college year 

consists of two 16-week semesters (or terms) and one summer term 

with sessions ranging in length from three to six weeks. 

Enrollment Terms of a College Year 

 Fall ï a 16-week term that is completed before the Christmas 
holidays 

 Spring ï a 16-week term that is completed in early May 

 Summer ï beginning mid-May and ending before the fall term 

begins 

 Intensive Courses ï courses taught in an intense format within a 

term (e.g. January, weekends and other courses of variable length 

that are taught within one of the above terms) 

Semester Hour (Credit Hour ) 
The semester hour (or credit hour) is the basic unit of college credit. 

The general rule is that a student receives one semester hour of credit 

for each class hour per week for a semester. However, two or three 

hours in laboratory, in studio work or in special activity classes may be 

required for one semester hour of credit. 

Most classes meet three hours each week and give three semester 

hours of credit. Students should expect to spend an average of two 

hours of preparation outside of class for each hour of lecture or 

discussion in class. 

Classification of Students 
A studentôs classification is determined by the number of semester 

hours successfully completed toward a degree program: 

Classification Hours Earned 

Freshman 0-29 

Sophomore 30-59 

Junior 60-89 

Senior 90+ 

A graduate student is one who has completed a bachelorôs degree 

and is taking courses toward a graduate degree. A post-graduate 

student is one who has completed a bachelorôs degree and is not 

applying courses taken toward a degree. A special undergraduate 

student is one who is taking courses that do not apply toward an 

undergraduate degree program at ACU; such students may be taking 

courses for enrichment or for use on a degree program at another 

institution. 

Full -time and Part-time Status 
An undergraduate student must be enrolled for at least 12 hours in fall 

or spring to be considered a full -time student at ACU. Undergraduate 

students enrolled in fewer than 12 hours and graduate students with 

fewer than 9 hours in a long term are classified as part -time unless 

http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134068:/catalog/2008_09/grad/index.xml
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they are enrolled in student teaching or completing final graduation 

requirements in fewer than 12 hours. For the summer term, a student 

must be enrolled in 6 hours to be considered a full-time student. 

Academic Integrity 
ACU expects its students to practice absolute academic integrity. 

Plagiarism, cheating and other forms of academic dishonesty are not 

acceptable at ACU. Students should consult the universityôs Academic 

Integrity Policy (located in the Student Guide, found at 

www.acu.edu/studentlife) for a fuller description of the expectations of 

students and procedures for dealing with violations of the policy. 

Check In 
Each semester, all students will be required to check in to verify their 

attendance at ACU for that semester. Currently, this process occurs 

electronically during the first week of classes. 

Students who fail to check in will be treated as non-attendees and 

administratively withdrawn for the semester to avoid incurring 

financial charges. A student who is administratively withdrawn is 

dropped from all classes, removed from housing and financial aid, and 

dropped from meal plans. 

Class Attendance 
ACU expects students to attend and participate in all class and 

laboratory meetings. Students must adhere to the policies published in 

each course syllabus. ACU normally offers classes in a series of 

regularly scheduled meetings. The most common patterns are 

Monday-Wednesday-Friday, Tuesday-Thursday, and once-per-week. 

Some classes have regularly scheduled laboratories (labs). 

Students are responsible for initiating a Withdrawal from Class form 

for any class that they have never attended or have stopped attending. 

If students do not initiate a withdrawal form, one of the following 

actions may be taken: 

 The professor may initiate a withdrawal for a student who has 

violated the attendance policy as stated in the course syllabus. A 

ñWò or ñWFò grade will be assigned at the discretion of the 

professor; or 

 The professor may choose not to initiate a withdrawal  

form and simply assign a grade of ñFò at the end of the semester. 

Faculty who initiate Withdrawal from Class forms must designate 

whether the student is to receive a ñWò or ñWFò and provide the last 

date the student attended the course. After the 12th week of the 

semester, students may not withdraw from courses; however, a 

professor may withdraw a student for non-attendance but only with a 

grade of ñWF.ò 

Withdrawal from a Course 
If it becomes necessary to withdraw from a course, the student should 

visit first with his or her academic advisor and the instructor of the 

course. The advisor will provide instruction on completing a 

Withdrawal from Class form. For the refund schedule for withdrawing 

from a class or from the university, please see the Financial 

Information section in this catalog (page 19). A withdrawal fee is 

charged when a student withdraws from a course. 

The last day to withdraw from a course is: 

 Friday of the 12th week of a long term; 

 Friday of the third week of the summer term; 

 The corresponding day when 80 percent of the course is 

completed for other short sessions (ex., Summer Session I). 

Concurrent Enrollment Policy 
ACU students are generally expected to take their courses at ACU. 

Only in exceptional circumstances may students petition, in advance, 

to receive credit for a course at another institution during a semester 

that they are enrolled for courses at ACU. Concurrent enrollment 

includes correspondence, distance, and on-line courses. Petitions 

for concurrent enrollment must be approved by the advisor, dean of the 

studentôs major, and the provost. 

By government regulations, only courses taken within the intercollege 

agreement (ACU, Hardin-Simmons and McMurry) and the Patty 

Hanks Shelton School of Nursing, and other contracted programs that 

post grades to the ACU transcript, can be accepted for financial aid 

eligibility. Generally, courses from other colleges or universities will 

not count as hours enrolled for financial aid eligibility. 

Changing or Adding a Major 
To officially add or change majors, a student must submit an approved 

Change of Program request to the Registrarôs Office. Change of 

Program forms are available in the Registrarôs Office or online at 

www.acu.edu/registrar under the ñFormsò link. 

Final Examinations 
Final examinations are given the last four days of each fall/spring term 

and the last day of each summer term or intensive course. A student 

with more than three final examinations on one day may petition the 

dean of his or her major to take a final after the scheduled time. Final 

examinations are never given in advance. 

Withdrawing from the University  
Students who must withdraw from the university or from their last 

course are required to complete a Withdrawal From the University 

form in the Student Life Office. This process must be completed prior 

to the beginning of final examinations. Bachelor of Applied Studies 

(BAS) students may obtain the form in the BAS Office, and graduate 

students may obtain the form in the Graduate School Office. 

Transcripts 

To order an official transcript contact: 

Registrarôs Office 

Web: www.acu.edu/transcript  

Email: registrar@acu.edu  

Fax: 325-674-2238 

All requests for official transcripts must be in writing and bear the 

signature of the person whose record appears on the transcript. 

 Transcripts will be released to students who are in good standing 

with the University. 

 Transcripts will be processed only upon the signed request of the 

student and after all bills and ñholdsò have been cleared. 

 All students who have had a loan, upon leaving ACU, must 

complete a federally-required exit interview in Student Financial 

Services before transcripts can be released. 

No changes will be made to a studentôs transcript after the degree has 

been posted. 

Students may review their course history on the Web via my.acu.edu. 

Registration 

Undergraduate Course Load 

The minimum undergraduate graduation requirement, 128 credit 

hours, requires the equivalent of eight semesters with a 16-hour load. 

Intercollege courses are included in the semester course load. Students 

should consult with their academic advisors to help them determine the 

appropriate course load. 

When students are placed on academic probation, the number of hours 

for which they may register is determined by their probation contract. 

Probation contracts are developed and managed by the studentôs 

college dean or, in certain cases, the Academic Development Center 

(ADC). 

The general guidelines for determining course load are based on GPA. 

Nineteen hours is the maximum load that a first-semester student is 

http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134233:/catalog/2008_09/universityinfo/financial.xml#Refunds-Course
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134233:/catalog/2008_09/universityinfo/financial.xml#Refunds-Course
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134233:/catalog/2008_09/universityinfo/financial.xml#Refunds-Course
http://www.acu.edu/registrar
http://www.acu.edu/transcript
mailto:registrar@acu.edu
http://www.my.acu.edu/


| 26 
allowed to carry. After the first semester, the maximum recommended 

course load, for a regular term, based on GPA is as follows: 

GPA Course Load 

2.0 15 hours 

2.0 ï 2.499 16 hours 

2.5 ï 3.499 17-18 hours 

3.50 or above 19-21 hours 

No student may register for more than 21 hours in a fall or spring 

term. (January intensive courses are included in the spring term 

course load.) 

Summer Term 
An undergraduate may take no more than 18 hours during the summer 

term. It is recommended that students do not take more than one 

course per summer session due to the intensive nature of each course. 

It is recommended that a student have a GPA of at least 3.0 and a 

limited work load outside of class to take more than one course per 

summer session. 

Academic Advising 
Abilene Christian University considers competent academic advising 

as a vital responsibility in educating its students. 

Students who have declared a major are assigned two advisors: 

 A degree plan specialist who assists students with their degree 

plan, advising release codes, degree evaluations, the graduation 

process, and other technical aspects of completing a degree. 

 A faculty advisor who assists students in developmental goals, 

internship/research opportunities, and program/vocational 

decisions. 

Undeclared students are advised in the Academic Development Center 

until they have chosen a major. 

Other advising requirements: 

 All freshman, sophomore and undeclared students must meet 

with their degree plan specialist or faculty advisor prior to 

registering for courses each semester. 

 Students on probation or juniors and seniors with a GPA below 

2.5 must meet with their degree plan specialist or faculty advisor 

before registering for courses. 

 Some academic departments may require all students to meet 

with a degree plan specialist or a faculty advisor prior to 

registering for courses. Check with the department chair or 

degree plan specialist of your major. 

 All students should meet with their faculty advisor at least once a 

year. 

For more information about advising, contact:  

     Office for University Academic Advising 

     ACU Box 29104; Abilene, Texas 79699-9104  

     Hardin Administration Building, Room 309  

     Phone: 325-674-2212 

     Email: advising@acu.edu  

     Web: www.acu.edu/advising  

Enrollment Requirements 
Freshmen must enroll in classes in Bible, English, Exercise Science 

and University Seminar unless they have completed requirements in 

these areas. Freshmen must enroll in EXSC 100, Lifetime Wellness, in 

their first fall or spring semester. Students may wait until their 

sophomore year to begin literature requirements. 

Policies applying to fr eshman students (less than 30 hours that count 

toward an ACU degree): 

 ENGL 003, 004, 106/006, 107/007 and MATW 019 courses may 

not be dropped. 

 ENGL 111 or EXSC 100 may not be dropped without a deanôs 
approval. 

 UNIV 100 may not be dropped or repeated. If a student fails 

UNIV 100 or is placed on academic probation, he or she must 

take UNIV 011, which does not count toward hours in a degree. 

 Bible courses that are university core requirements may not be 

dropped. 

Full -time undergraduate students may not withdraw from UNIV 

100, ENGL 111, EXSC 100, or any required developmental course 

without the permission of the appropriate dean or academic director. 

Audit  Student Enrollment 
Students who wish to audit a course should see the chair of the 

department (of the course) on the first day of class in order to request 

permission to audit the course. An approved request to audit a course 

must be submitted to the Registrarôs Office by Friday of the second 

week of the long term or the equivalent date of a summer term or 

intensive courses. Some courses are not available as audit courses. 

The fee for auditing a course is usually $35. However, certain courses 

may have additional fees for auditors. Please check with the 

department of the course offered. 

Add/Drop Policy 
During the add/drop period there is no penalty for adding or dropping 

courses. Students may adjust their course schedule during the 

add/drop period with a full refund of tuition and fees. Courses 

dropped during this period will not appear on the studentôs transcript. 

Refer to the Academic Calendar on the Registrarôs Office web site for 

specific dates for each term. 

Late Registration 
Registration ends on Friday of the first week of classes of the fall and 

spring semesters. Students wishing to register for classes after the first 

week must complete a Late Add Petition, which must be signed by the 

course instructor, the student's advisor, and the dean of the college, in 

which the course is taught. A late fee of $10 per course will be 

assessed for students who add or change classes; a $50 late fee will be 

charged for students who register for all of their classes after the 

add/drop period. 

During the summer term, students wishing to register for classes after 

the class begins must complete a Late Add Petition. A late fee of $10 

per course will be charged. 

Students who were not enrolled at ACU during the first week of 

classes may not enroll after the last date of the add/drop period without 

special permission. 

Intercollege Enrollment 
Office of the Registrar 

ACU Box 29141; Abilene, Texas 79699-9141 

Hardin Administration Building, Room 207 

Phone: 325-674-2235 

Fax: 325-674-2238 

Email: registrar@acu.edu  

Web: www.acu.edu/registrar  

Students enrolled at ACU may concurrently register for courses at 

Hardin-Simmons University and McMurry University. The three 

universities have entered into an agreement whereby students who are 

matriculated in any one of the universities may register for courses at 

the other universities. This is especially helpful when a required course 

is not available at the university where the student is pursuing his or 

her degree. Courses taken by ACU students through intercollege 

enrollment count toward degree requirements, provided approval has 

been secured in advance. It is the studentôs responsibility to make 

certain that courses taken through this arrangement will satisfy his or 

her individual degree requirements. (Courses taken under the 

intercollege agreement are not considered as transfer courses.) 

mailto:advising@acu.edu
http://www.acu.edu/advising
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ACU students may take no more than 9 hours of classes through the 

intercollege agreement each semester and must be enrolled in at least 3 

hours at ACU for that term. 

Students taking courses through intercollege registration will be 

charged ACUôs current tuition rate. Billing is handled by the 

institution in which the student is matriculated. Complete the 

procedure that follows: 

1. Obtain an Intercollege Enrollment form from the Registrarôs 

Office. 

2. Secure approval signatures from the student advisor, the 

department chair of the course, Student Financial Services and 
the Registrarôs Office. 

3. Take the completed form to the Registrarôs Office of the 
university where the course is taught to register. 

Students from either Hardin-Simmons University or McMurry 

University who wish to enroll in ACU hours need to first see the 

registrarôs office at their institution. Students will receive a form 

granting permission to take courses at ACU. This form should be 

brought to the ACU Registrarôs Office, where the student will be 

processed and registered in the appropriate courses. 

Post-Enrollment  Transfer Credit  
Students who are enrolled at ACU may receive credit for courses taken 

at another institution, subject to the following restrictions: 

1. Obtain written approval on a Transfer Course Application (TCA) 

before registering for the courses at another institution. The 

chair of the ACU department that offers the course must approve 

the TCA. If comparability is not established through TCA 

approval prior to enrollment  in the course, the transfer credit 

may count as elective credit only. 

2. After being classified as a junior, a student may take no more 
than 6 hours at a two-year college, not to exceed 66 hours. 

3. After enrolling at ACU, students must observe the following 

regulations: 

 Take no more than one general education (University or 

Degree Core) required course in English and history at another 

institution. 

 Due to the special nature of some science core curriculum 

courses (e.g. BIOL 120, AENV 130) and the mathematics core 

curriculum course MATH 120, students may not find an 

equivalent course at another institution. 

 Credit will be posted at the level at which the course was 

taken. 

 Only courses equivalent to or comparable to those offered by 

ACU are accepted. 

 Only grades of ñCò or higher are accepted for transfer credit. 

 Grades for transfer courses outside of the intercollege 

agreement are not included in the ACU GPA. 

 ñPass/Failò and ñCredit/No-Creditò grades are not accepted for 

transfer credit. 

 Courses taken at international institutions that are comparable 

to the U.S. courses must be credited in college credit hours. 

 ACU does not offer or accept college credit for vocational/ 

technical training or for work force education courses. 

 Evaluation of the transfer intended to meet specific ACU 

degree requirements is the responsibility of the chair of the 

department offering the comparable course at ACU. 

 Credits will be posted when the official transcript(s) reaches 

the ACU Registrarôs Office from the issuing university. 

 Students must earn their last 24 hours in residence at ACU. 

(Cooperative degrees are an exception.) 

 Students must earn a minimum of 24 semester hours of upper-

level work including 9 hours in the major in residence at ACU. 

 To be eligible to graduate with honors (summa, magna, cum 

laude), students must have completed 64 hours of course work 

at ACU. 

 Students on academic suspension are ineligible to transfer 

credit without written approval from their academic dean or the 

specific directive of the Suspension Appeals Committee or the 

University Readmissions Committee. (See page 29 for 

information about academic suspension.) 

Graduate Work for Undergraduate Students 
Students within 9 hours of graduation may petition the graduate dean 

to take up to 6 hours of graduate level course work at ACU for 

graduate credit. Before registering for graduate courses written 
approval must be obtained from: 

 the studentôs advisor 

 chair of the department in which the course is offered 

 dean of the graduate school 

Graduate courses may not be substituted for undergraduate courses nor 

be applied toward an undergraduate degree. 

Grading 

Grade Definitions and Points 
The following grades are used at ACU. The grade point values shown 

are per semester hour of credit. 

Grade Definitions and Points 

Grade Marks Grade Meaning Grade Points 

A Excellent 4.0 

B Good 3.0 

C Average 2.0 

D Inferior but passing 1.0 

F Failing 0.0 

I Incomplete 0.0 

IP In-Progress Not counted 

P Passing Not counted 

CR Credit Not counted 

NC No-Credit Not counted 

W Withdrew Not counted 

WF Withdrew while failing 0.0 

Students receive grades by accessing my.acu.edu. Grades are mailed to 

all first-year freshmen students at their permanent address. Students 

who have signed and submitted an Education Records Release form 

have authorized ACU personnel to release academic information, on 

request, to the person(s) designated on the form by the student. 

Education Records Release forms are on file in the Registrarôs Office. 

Academic History and Grading Appeals 
The grade of the student becomes a part of that student's permanent 

academic history. The transcript is the document that provides records 

of a student's academic performance at ACU. Because of the necessity 

of the permanency of these records, grades for a course become part of 

academic history after one long semester has passed and may not be 

changed except in extraordinary circumstances and by special 

permission granted by the Office of the Provost. 

The procedure for grade dispute resolution is as follows: The student is 

to begin at the initial level of the dispute. Thus, the student should 

attempt to resolve the dispute with the professor in question. The 

http://www.my.acu.edu/
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student may then go to the department chair who normally resolves all 

disputes within the department. The student, however, may appeal the 

department chairôs decision to the college dean, then to the provost 

whose decision is final. As stated above, after one long semester has 

passed, no appeals will be considered. 

Incomplete and In-Progress Grades 
A grade of ñIò (Incomplete) must be removed by the end of the next 

long term or by the time approved in writing by the instructor; 

otherwise, it becomes an ñFò on the studentôs record. The student is 

responsible for requesting and completing an ñI.ò (A grade of ñIò is 

calculated in the GPA as an ñF.ò) 

A student who is graduating should finish any incomplete courses 

prior to the semester in which he or she is graduating. Students must 

complete all courses graded ñIò or ñIPò in order to participate in 

commencement. 

The grade ñIPò (In-Progress) is normally reserved for graduate 

students in graduate courses. It may be used with special permission 

for unusual circumstances for an undergraduate student or an 

undergraduate course. In the event an ñIPò is assigned, the student will 

have the next long term or until the time set in the studentôs agreement 

with the instructor to complete the course work; at the end of the next 

long term, the grade will become an ñI.ò At the end of the second long 

term, the ñIò will become an ñF.ò 

Credit/No-Credit Grades (CR/NC) 
Undergraduate students who have sophomore standing and a GPA of 

at least 2.0 may take a limited number of courses on a Credit/No-

Credit basis. The purpose of this option is to allow students to take 

courses that will broaden their educational experiences, with less 

emphasis on grades and grade points.  

The following rules apply: 

 A student may request the Credit/No-Credit option in the 

Registrarôs Office within the first two weeks of the fall or 

spring semester or within the first two days of a summer 

semester or on the first day of an intensive course (advisorôs 

signature required). The teacher will assign a letter grade at the 

end of the semester, but a grade of ñDò or above will be recorded 

as ñCR.ò Incomplete grades (I or IP) are not appropriate and may 

not be assigned for a CR/NC course. 

 The student receives earned credit hours for a ñCRò grade, but 
the hours are not counted in computing the GPA. 

 A maximum of 12 hours may be taken Credit/No-Credit. These 

must be courses that are electives in the studentôs degree plan 

and are outside the major field of study. 

 No course in which a student has received a letter grade may be 

repeated on the Credit/No-Credit basis. Courses offered as 

ñCR/NCò in the course description are not included in the 

maximum hours a student may elect under this option. 

Pass/Fail Grades (P/F) 
Students may take University Seminar and EXSC activity courses 

Pass/Fail, except for EXSC 100. Any student who wishes to do so 

must complete a petition in the Registrarôs Office within the first two 

weeks of a long term or within the first two days of a summer term. A 

ñPassò grade is not figured into the GPA. A ñFailò grade counts as an 

ñF.ò Other courses may be designated Pass/Fail in the Course 

Descriptions section of this catalog (page 185). Students should be 

aware that some graduate schools will not accept Pass/Fail grades 

and/or will automatically count them as a grade of ñC.ò Some schools 

will not transfer Pass/Fail grades. 

Midterm Grades 
During the fall and spring semesters, undergraduate students receive a 

midterm grade for each course. Midterm grades and their definitions 

are listed below. Students who receive ñunsatisfactoryò or ñnot 

passingò midterm grades are encouraged to discuss their course 

problems with the instructor and their advisor as appropriate. 

 S = Satisfactory progress; 

 U= Unsatisfactory progress (assigned to students who in the 

instructorôs estimation are not doing work equal to their 

potential); 

 NP = Not Passing. 

Repeating a Course 
If an undergraduate student repeats a course at ACU, a record of all 

occurrences of the course will appear on the transcript but only the 

most recent grade will be counted in his or her GPA.  

No course in which the student has received a letter grade may be 

repeated on the Pass/Fail or Credit/No-Credit basis. 

Grade Point Average 
A studentôs grade point average (GPA) is based on courses taken at 

ACU. It is determined by dividing the total number of grade points by 

the total number of hours attempted (not including hours where grade 

points are not counted). ñCurrent GPAò is a studentôs GPA for a single 

term; ñcumulative GPAò is the overall GPA for all the terms a student 

has been enrolled in ACU. 

To qualify for Latin honors at graduation, a student must have 

completed 64 hours at ACU (including registered hours) in addition to 

having the required GPA. Honors are based on the current GPA at the 

time of commencement. If the final semesterôs grades alter the 

studentôs standing, the correct honor will be noted on the diploma. 

Calculating Grade Point Average 
Quality (Grade) Points ÷ GPA Hours = GPA 

A grade point average (GPA) is calculated by using the formula above. 

1. Quality points are hours attempted multiplied by grade points 
awarded. (Refer to the Table of Grade Definitions and Points.) 

2. GPA hours are all hours graded (including grades of ñF,ò ñWFò 

and ñIò), minus ungraded hours (ñCRò or ñPò). 

Deansô Honor Roll 
During any term in which undergraduate students have a current GPA 

of 3.6 or above and are registered for 12 or more hours with no ñFò or 

ñWFò grades, they will be included in the Deansô Honor Roll for that 

term. 

Academic Standing 

Good Standing 
Students are in good standing if their cumulative GPA is at least 2.0. A 

higher GPA is required by some majors for their students. These 

requirements are specified in the departmental sections of this catalog. 

Good standing is not noted on the studentôs transcript. 

Academic Probation 
Students are placed on probation following any semester in which their 

semester GPA is below 1.5 or after which their cumulative GPA is 

between 1.0 and 1.999. 

All freshmen who are placed on probation must enroll in UNIV 011. 

Students who have already taken UNIV 011 must enroll in UNIV 012 

(Student Success Workshop), the 1-hour follow up course. Exceptions 

to this requirement must be approved by the studentôs academic dean. 

UNIV 011 and 012 do not count toward degree requirements. 

Students on academic probation are not permitted to be candidates for 

or to hold any elected or appointed office, or participate in Study 

Abroad. 

A first-semester student placed in the Student Success Program and 

enrolled in UNIV 011 whose GPA falls below 2.75 must take UNIV 

012 the following semester; however, this student is not placed on 

academic probation. 

Academic Suspension 
Students are suspended after any semester in which their cumulative 

GPA falls below 1.0 or after one semester on probation after which 
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their cumulative does not equal or exceed 2.0. Suspended students are 

not permitted to apply classes taken at another institution toward a 

degree at ACU without prior written permission from their academic 

dean or the directive of either the Suspension Appeals Committee or 

the University Readmissions Committee. 

Students who have been suspended for academic reasons may apply 

for re-admission after being out of school for at least one long term. In 

all cases of academic suspension, the University Re-admission 

Committee will decide if the student should be re-admitted, and if so, 

whether special conditions should be required for re-admission. When 

students are re-admitted after suspension, they are placed on 

probation for one semester and may not be eligible for some forms 

of financial aid. 

NOTE: Federal regulations governing student financial aid may 

differ from ACU policy. A student may be eligible to attend ACU 

on academic probation but be ineligible to receive federal, state or 

institutional financial aid based upon a lack of satisfactory 

academic progress (SAP). Consult the Student Financial Services 

Office. 

Degree Requirements 

Student Responsibility 
This catalog is designed to make planning and scheduling a degree 

program as simple as possible. Each student at Abilene Christian 

University should keep in mind, however, that he or she alone is 

ultimately responsible for understanding and fulfilling all degree 

requirements. Students are responsible for their own degree plans 

and for the completion of all requirements for the degrees which 

they seek. 

Catalog Year 
Each student will be assigned a catalog year, which indicates the set of 

requirements the student must meet in order to graduate from ACU. A 

student may use any catalog year that falls within the time the student 

attended ACU, from the initial year of enrollment until the year of 

graduation. However, a student may not use a catalog that is more than 

six years old at the time of graduation. Thus, this catalog expires 

in August 2015. 

Note that each degree-seeking student must fulfill certain requirement 
areas: 

1. University Core requirements (including additional requirements 
based on high school science and foreign language) 

2. Degree Core requirements 

3. Departmental Core or special requirements (if specified in the 
catalog) 

4. Major requirements (including supplements) 

5. Electives (to achieve minimum upper level and total hour 

requirements) 

Admission to Major 

1. Teacher Education majors should apply for admission to the 

Teacher Education Program with the Department of Teacher 

Education during the second semester of their sophomore year, or 

near the end of their first semester at ACU if they are transfer 

students. Applicants must have a minimum GPA of 2.70 for 

admission into this program. 

2. Social work, nursing, communication disorders, and all 

business majors must also apply for formal admission to upper-
level programs. (See department sections of this catalog.) 

3. See the appropriate departmental section for information on 

admission to a specific major. 

 

General Requirements for Associate Degree 

1. The associate degree requires a minimum of 64 semester hours 
applicable to that degree. 

2. A cumulative grade point (GPA) of at least 2.0 on courses from 

ACU is required. 

3. A minimum of 32 semester hours applicable to the degree must 

be completed at ACU. 

4. Admitted students who have not earned at least two high school 

units of the same foreign language and at least one high school 

unit each of two different sciences such as biology, chemistry, 

physics, environmental science, anatomy and physiology or any 

of the approved sciences listed under Chapter 74 Curriculum 

Requirements, Subchapter A, Required Curriculum and 

Subchapter B, Graduate Requirements of the Texas Education 

Agency, will have an admissions deficiency. A science subscore 

of 27 or higher on the ACT will also satisfy the high school 

science requirement. Admission deficiencies may be removed as 
prescribed in the section on general education requirements. 

5. Latin honors are not awarded for the Associate Degree. 

6. Students must meet the specific course requirements for AA 

degrees that ACU offers.  Satisfactory completion of 64 hours 

and the ACU University and Degree core requirements for a 

major leading to a bachelorôs degree are not sufficient to award 

an AA degree. 

General Requirements for Bachelorôs Degrees 
Graduation requirements include University General Education 

requirements (made up of the University Core and the Degree Core), 

major requirements (departmental requirements) and electives. To 

determine the number of hours required for a given degree in any 

major, add the University Core requirements, the Degree Core 

requirements (BA, BBA, BFA, BM, BS, BSN), the major 

requirements and electives, which may be adjusted to reach the 

minimum number of hours required for the degree sought. The BAS 

has its unique general education and other degree requirements. 

1. All degrees from ACU require a minimum of at least 128 

semester hours applicable to that degree. Teacher certification 

and certain other degrees may require more. (See specific degree 

requirements.) 

2. Each degree requires a major of at least 30 hours in addition to 

the University Core requirements and the Degree Core 

requirements. 

3. A minimum of 18 hours in the major field must be upper level 

hours, and at least 9 of these upper level hours must be taken at 

ACU. 

4. The University Core requirement is 41 hours for all degrees other 

than the BAS, BFA, BM, BSN, for teacher certification and 

cooperative degrees. 

5. The specific Degree Core (BA, BBA, BFA, BM, BS, BSN) 

requirement will be from 15 to 27 hours (see the specific degree). 

6. The maximum hours for a single major field is stated in the 

guidelines for each degree. 

7. No minor is required by the university. However, the major field 

may require a minor or supporting courses outside the major. 

Many departments offer minors of at least 18 hours, and a student 

may elect to add a minor to any degree. Minors have specific 

requirements (see the appropriate departmental section of this 

catalog or the departmental advisor for approved minors). 

8. Admitted students who have not earned at least two high school 

units of the same foreign language and at least one high school 

unit each of two different sciences, biology, chemistry, physics, 
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environmental science, anatomy and physiology or any of the 

approved sciences listed under Chapter 74 Curriculum 

Requirements, Subchapter A, Required Curriculum and 

Subchapter B, Graduation Requirements of the Texas Education 

Agency, will have an admission deficiency. A science subscore of 

27 or higher on the ACT will also satisfy the high school science 

requirement. Admission deficiencies may be removed as 

prescribed in the section on general education requirements. 

9. Most degree plans include a minimum of 6 semester hours of 

electives. However, deficiency in entrance requirements in 

foreign language or science may count as elective hours. Such 

courses may count toward the hours required for the degree. 

10. All courses numbered 0**, including but not limited to UNIV 

011, UNIV 012, ENGL 106/006, 107/007, MATW 019 and 

English as Second Language (FLEN) courses, will not count 

toward hours required for a degree. 

11. No more than 4 hours of exercise science activity courses 

(EXSC 100 and three additional activity classes) may count 

toward graduation. 

12. At least 25 percent of the semester hours required for the 

degree sought must be taken in residence at ACU including 

the last 24 hours. 

13. A minimum of 33 hours of upper level, i.e. advanced (300-499) 

work, is required, 24 of which must be taken in residence, 

including 9 in the major field. 

14. No more than 18 hours (and no upper level hours in a studentôs 

major field) taken by correspondence may count toward 

graduation. 

15. An overall grade point average (GPA) of at least 2.0 on courses 

from ACU is required for the BA and BS. An overall GPA of at 

least 2.25 is required for the BFA, BM and BSN. A cumulative 

GPA of at least 2.70 is required for all teacher certificate 

programs. Specific majors and colleges may have GPA 

requirements above these stated minimums. 

16. Each student will be required to take a course designated 

ñWriting-Intensiveò in his or her major field. Writing-Intensive 

courses integrate instruction and practice in writing into upper-

level content courses to assist students in becoming effective 

writers in a specific discipline. Students should contact their 

advisor to determine the correct Writing-Intensive course for 

their major. 

17. No changes, including majors, minors, concentrations, or 

changes to coursework, will be made to a studentôs transcript 

after the degree has been awarded. 

Double Major  
Sometimes it is possible to meet the requirements for two majors in 

one degree (BS, BA, BBA, etc.). To complete a double major, a 

student must meet the degree requirements for both majors. To do so 

may require more than 128 credit hours. 

Second Bachelorôs Degree 

 Current  students who wish to complete majors in two different 

degrees (e.g. BS and BA, etc.) must complete at least 24 credit 

hours beyond requirements for the first degree (at least 

152 hours) and must meet all general education and major field 

requirements for the second degree. 

 Previously degreed students who have been awarded a previous 

baccalaureate degree and pursue a second baccalaureate degree 

must complete at least 24 credit hours beyond requirements for 

the first degree (at least 152 hours) and must meet all general 

education and major field requirements for the second degree. 

This applies to students who received their first degree from 

ACU, as well as those who received degrees from other schools. 

Composite Interdisciplinary Degree 
An individualized composite interdisciplinary major (CIND) may be 

approved for a student whose life and career goals will be served by 

such a major. The student must work with the appropriate academic 

advisor(s) and director of curriculum to design the degree plan, which 

will include the appropriate University and Degree Core requirements. 

The director of curriculum will then assign a primary advisor to work 

with the student (see Composite Interdisciplinary Degree Program for 

additional details (page 141)). 

Pre-Professional and Cooperative Degree Programs 
Abilene Christian University offers several pre-professional 

programs. In general, the student attends ACU for one to four years 

and then transfers to a professional school to complete the degree. (For 

more information, see the appropriate departmental sections of this 

catalog.) 

Pre-law may also be considered a pre-professional degree, but there is 

no mandatory course of study for pre-law students. The Association of 

American Law Schools suggests the following basic skills and insights 

be developed by pre-legal education: comprehension and expression in 

words, critical understanding of the human institutions and values with 

which the law deals, and creative power in thinking. The self-

discipline and study habits required in law school should be developed 

in undergraduate courses. Students are urged to consult the pre-law 

advisor for more specific information. 

Cooperative degree programs require students to do part of their 

work at ACU and part at a professional school, and the students may 

receive a degree from ACU and from the other school. For example, 

the pre-medical cooperative degree permits a student to spend three 

years at ACU and then to receive a bachelorôs degree from ACU after 

completing the first year in medical school.  

For more information about any of these degree programs, contact the 

Admissions Office or the appropriate academic advisor. 

Minors at ACU 
For most majors at ACU a minor is optional. The minimum 

requirements for a minor are 18 credit hours with a minimum of 6 

advanced hours. See the appropriate section of the catalog for specific 

details on a particular minor. 

Graduation  

Email: graduation@registrar.acu.edu 

Web: www.acu.edu/graduation  

Preparing to Graduate 

 Each fall, students with more than 90 hours will receive an email 

with a link to the Intent to Graduate form. This form will allow 

the student to communicate their expected date of graduation to 
the Registrarôs Office. 

 During the semester before graduation, students should run an 

on-line Degree Evaluation and visit with their advisor about the 
schedule for their last semester. 

 Students should submit all CLEP tests and transcripts for transfer 

work before their last semester. 

 Students who do not complete graduation requirements in the 

semester for which they intended to graduate must declare a new 
graduation date with the Registrarôs Office. 

 All holds on a student account must be removed before the 

student may purchase a gown and mortar board. 

Graduation with Latin Honors  
Honors designated at commencement are based on the studentôs 

cumulative GPA and the number of hours earned at ACU by the end of 

the previous semester and are subject to change. In order to qualify 

for honors, baccalaureate students must complete at least 64 

earned hours at ACU. Students whose averages are at least 3.6 

graduate cum laude (with honor), 3.75 graduate magna cum laude 

http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134222:/catalog/2008_09/universityinfo/gened.xml
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134086:/catalog/2008_09/departments/interdisciplinary/interdegree.xml
mailto:graduation@registrar.acu.edu
http://www.acu.edu/graduation
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(with high honor), and 3.9 graduate summa cum laude (with highest 

honor). Courses taken Credit/No-Credit, Pass/Fail, or any Credit by 

Exam do not count toward GPA requirements for honors. 

Class Rank 
ACU does not rank students within the graduating classes, nor does the 

university provide information about where students fall by quartile 

with a graduating class. With multiple graduations per academic year, 

and because students graduating in the same academic year are 

meeting requirements from different catalog years (and thus, different 

curricula), the class rank or quartile rank is an invalid assessment of 

comparative ability for individual students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Life  
Jean-Noel Thompson, Vice President and Dean for Student Life 

ACU Box 29004; Abilene, Texas 79699-9004 
McKinzie Hall, Room 135 

Phone: 325-674-2067 

Fax: 325-674-4831 

Web: www.acu.edu/studentlife  

In our commitment to equip ACU students for Christian service and 

leadership throughout the world, Student Life creates opportunities for 

student involvement beyond the classroom. In addition to fostering a 

safe and vibrant campus life experience, we are intentional in our 

efforts to promote holistic student development.  

Our core purpose is to instill within our students strong moral 

character and wisdom-focused learning, manifested through Christ-

centered living. Through collaborative partnerships with academic 

affairs, student services, and other campus departments, Student Life 

supports overall student success, culminating in graduation from ACU 

and a commitment to life-long learning. 

Student Life reports to the Vice President for Student Life and consists 

of the following departments: Residence Life Education and Housing; 

Student Organizations and Activities; Student Productions (including 

Sing Song and Freshman Follies); Spiritual Life and Student 

Ministries; Student Leadership Development; Multicultural 

Enrichment, International Student Services; Judicial Affairs; ACU 

Police Department; Medical Clinic; University Counseling Center; the 

McGlothlin Campus Center; Volunteer and Service Learning; Career 

Center; Leadership Camps; and Intramural Sports. 

Residence Life Education and Housing 

John Delony, Director 

ACU Box 29004; Abilene, Texas 79699-9004 
McDonald Hall, Lobby 

Phone: 325-674-2066 

Fax: 325-674-2434 

Email: reslife@acu.edu  

Web: www.acu.edu/residencelife    

As a residential university, Abilene Christian University provides on-

campus residence halls and managed on-campus apartments to support 

the development of a cohesive and distinctive campus community and 

to enhance the total living environment and experience. ACU believes 

that a student's best opportunity for success is deeply rooted in the 

Christian environment - integrating Christ-centered living, learning, 

leadership, and faith. 

ACU takes a developmental approach to residential living and the 

college student experience by requiring all first- and second-year 

students to reside on campus, while also offering limited 

upperclassman and graduate student housing in various non-traditional 

residential environments. Taking this developmental approach, the 

residence life staff at ACU is deeply committed to a fun, healthy, 

studious, and vibrant residential environment that fosters growth in 

students as they continue maturing as adults. 

First- and second-year students are assigned to residence halls based 

on years out of high school, date of birth, and number of long 

semesters spent in on-campus housing.  Assignments are not made 

based on classifications as determined by number of completed credit 

hours. All students who have been out of high school for less than one 

year will live in a first-year residence hall. All students who have been 

out of high school for less than two years will live in available second-

year halls. 

mailto:reslife@acu.edu
http://www.acu.edu/residencelife
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Students who live with their parents, are over the age of 21 before the 

beginning of the enrolling semester, who have graduated from high 

school more than two years prior to the beginning of the enrolling 

semester, part-time students (less than 12 hours), and married students 

are exempt from the residential living requirement. It is the 

responsibility of the student to notify the Department of Residence 

Life Education and Housing of such exemptions in a timely process to 

avoid any unnecessary housing charges. These charges will be 

refunded according to the Refund Tuition Schedule published by 

Student Financial Services. 

Students with 504/ADA disabilities or those requesting medical 

accommodations must submit their requests, along with proper 

medical documentation, to ALPHA Academic services. ALPHA 

services will in turn notify the office of Residence Life Education and 

Housing of their accommodation recommendations. It is our first 

priority to meet any special needs within the scope of our residential 

policy. 

Because of ACU's strong belief in the importance of the 

developmental residential living experience, exemptions to the 

residential requirement for reasons other than those listed above are 

very rarely granted. Students must consider issues related to room and 

board costs when making financial decisions as to their ability to 

attend ACU. 

Abilene Christian University retains all rights of ownership of the 

residential facilities, and therefore considers that all who reside in its 

facilities agree to abide by all University regulations applying to 

campus housing and Student Handbook and Planner. ACU reserves 

the right to require a resident to move whenever the best interests of 

the University appear to demand such action. ACU also reserves the 

right to inspect any room at any time. In such situations, every effort 

will be made to inspect the room with the student(s) present. 

ACU is not responsible for the loss of personal property of residents 

due to theft, fire, wind, rain, and/or flooding. Students are strongly 

encouraged to purchase renters insurance on their own. 

Spiritual Life and Student Ministries  

Mark Lewis, Assistant Dean of Spiritual Life 

ACU Box 29004; Abilene, Texas 79699-9004 

McKinzie Hall, Room 131 

Phone: 325-674-2867 

Fax: 325-674-6475 

Email: mark.lewis@acu.edu 

Web: www.acu.edu/campusoffices/spirituallife.html  

Jen Rogers, Director of Student Ministries 

ACU Box 29004, Abilene, Texas 79699-9004 

McKinzie Hall, Room 133 

Phone: 325-674-2867 

Fax: 325-674-6475 

Email: jen.rogers@acu.edu 

Web: www.acu.edu/campus offices/spirituallife.html 

The Office of Spiritual Life & Student Ministries, partnering with 

students, faculty, and staff, seeks to promote and encourage Christian 

community and spiritual transformation within the ACU student body. 

The SLSM office develops programs, opportunities and events that 

gather us together for worship, prayer and reading of Godôs Word, 

encourage deeper relationships, and respond to the needs and 

brokenness in our community and the world. From our desire to love 

God and love others, we meet daily as a community for chapel, share 

and celebrate life together in small groups, serve locally and globally 

in short term missions, journey as a part of local faith communities, 

and provide pastoral care within the ACU community. 

 

 

Multicultural Enrichment  

Office of Multicultural Enrichment  
George Pendergrass, Director 

ACU Box 29004; Abilene, Texas 79699-9004 
McKinzie Hall, Room 125 

Phone: 325-674-6562 

Fax: 325-674-6475 

Email: george.pendergrass@acu.edu 

Web: www.acu.edu/osme  

International Student Services 
Laura Blake, Coordinator 

ACU Box 29004; Abilene, Texas 79699-9004 
McKinzie Hall, Room 128 

Phone: 325-674-2821 

Fax: 325-674-6475 

Email: laura.blake@acu.edu  

Abilene Christian Universityôs attention to a multicultural environment 

enriches the personal, social, and spiritual growth of all members of 

the ACU community and improves the universityôs capacity to achieve 

its mission. A culturally diverse community includes faculty, staff, and 

students with differing cultural identities who bring the richness of 

their backgrounds and experiences into the learning environment. 

Cultural diversity, presented correctly in a college setting, can 

stimulate discussions, foster rewarding relationships and cultivate 

fuller worldviews. 

The programs, activities, and services offered by the Office of 

Multicultural Enrichment (OME) and International Student Services 

(ISS) foster constructive and frequent opportunities for students with 

different backgrounds and perspectives to engage in meaningful 

dialogue and reflection. Research shows that learning outcomes and 

social development are enhanced when students encounter 

perspectives that depart from their own worldview and past 

experiences, causing them to think actively and to reassess long-held, 

and often unexamined, assumptions. 

OME and ISS serve students of color and international students at 

ACU by maintaining an open door policy, advising student 

organizations, engaging in one-on-one encouragement, and fostering 

the growth and development of students by implementing educational, 

social, and cultural programming. The aim is to assist students of color 

and international students in achieving their educational goals and to 

encourage student involvement in the academic and social systems of 

college life. Although OME and ISS focus primarily on students of 

color and international students, they are designed to positively 

influence the quality of life and effectiveness of the ACU experience 

for all students by educating the community about Godôs concept of 

diversity. 

Volunteer and Service-Learning Center 

Nancy Coburn, Director 

ACU Box 27867; Abilene, Texas 79699-7867 

McGlothlin Campus Center Basement, Suite 30 

Phone: 325-674-2932 

Fax: 325-674-6867 

Email: vslc@acu.edu  

The mission of the Volunteer and Service-Learning Center (VSLC) is 

to engage students in developing service involvement as a lifestyle 

while meeting the needs of others in the Abilene and surrounding 

community. Through the VSLC, students have access to a broad range 

of service opportunities, including special events for specific agencies 

and other community-wide efforts and ongoing assistance at local 

schools, child care centers, after-school programs, and numerous 

nonprofit and human service agencies. 

mailto:mark.lewis@acu.edu
http://www.acu.edu/campusoffices/spirituallife.html
http://www.acu.edu/osme
mailto:laura.blake@acu.edu
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The VSLC provides information, orientation and assistance with 

planning, implementing and participating in service activities. Some of 
the ways this is accomplished include: 

 Maintaining a registry of volunteer needs from local service 

agencies and organizations, 

 Partnering with faculty to enhance course work through service-
learning opportunities, 

 Helping student groups or individuals design and plan special 

service events and projects, 

 Mentoring specific student organizations that seek to meet needs 

in the community (Service Action Leadership Team, Wildcat 
Kids, Treadaway Kids, Senior Buddies), and 

 Documenting student service involvement for co-curricular 

transcripts and course records. 

ACU students contribute leadership and hundreds of volunteer hours 

for the annual Intercollegiate Service Day and ACU for Abilene 

Service Day. Involving students in planning, organizing and 

participating in community service broadens their world view, 

strengthens their relationship with Jesus Christ, and prepares them for 

a lifestyle of service when they leave ACU. 

University Counseling Center 

Steve Rowlands, Director 

ACU Box 28083; Abilene, Texas 79699-8083 
McKinzie Hall East, Room 2A 

Phone: 325-674-2626 

Fax: 325-674-6496 

Email: rowlandss@acu.edu  

Web: www.acu.edu/counseling  

The goal of the University Counseling Center is to promote mental 

health and well-being among our students, staff and faculty. We 

recognize that mental health affects academic success, social 

relationships, physical health, and spiritual well-being. All ACU 

students may seek professional, confidential counseling services at the 

Counseling Center.  

The ACU community is encouraged to make use of our services in 

dealing with the daily stress that arises from college life. Our 

professional staff is also available to assist with more serious mental 

health issues such as depression, anxiety and eating disorders. The 

Center is actively involved in outreach and prevention activities on 

campus. 

In addition to counseling services, our staff is available to advise any 

parent, faculty/staff member, or roommate in offering support to any 

member of the ACU community with possible mental health concerns. 

The Center is able to provide a range of services for students, 

including medication management, as a result of working closely with 

the Medical Clinic physician and an on-site psychiatrist. When 

necessary, students may be referred to specialists within the Abilene 

community, or in coordination with mental health care professionals in 

a student's hometown. 

There is a $10 per session charge for counseling services. Students 

should call 325-674-2626 if they have any questions. The University 

Counseling Center is located in the lower level of McKinzie, east end. 

Medical Clinic  

Dr. Ellen Little, Physician and Medical Director 

ACU Box 28154; Abilene, Texas 79699-8154 
McKinzie Hall East, Suite 101 

Phone: 325-674-2625 

Fax: 325-674-6998 

Email: ebl09a@acu.edu  

Web: www.acu.edu/medical  

ACU Student Health Services is a primary care clinic staffed with 

licensed physicians, nurses, a nurse practitioner, and administrative 

staff that provide care for illnesses and injuries, as well as mental 

health issues. The ACU Medical Clinic is located on the ground level, 

east entrance of McKinzie Hall directly across from the Business 

Building. Services are available by appointment by calling 325-674-

2625. Appointment hours are 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. weekdays.  

Appointments are necessary to see the doctor. Walk-ins are welcomed 

and will be triaged by a nurse. Based upon the nurse evaluation an 

appointment will be scheduled at the earliest time available or a 

referral will be made to an outside physician if needed.  

Students generally pay a health services fee that entitles them to access 

to clinic services. There is a nominal charge for each physician visit. A 

valid ACU ID is required to access the clinic services. A student who 

is unsure about a medical issue or problem may call 325-674-2625 and 

speak confidentially to clinic personnel. If all appointments are filled 

for the day, clinic personnel will advise on care until the student can be 

seen. The medical clinic will not give excuses for missed classes or 

exams due to a clinic visit. Students experiencing a lengthy illness that 

may affect their academic performance may consult the clinic 

physician about obtaining a letter explaining the situation. 

The health services fee does not cover after-hours care, hospital 

emergency room visits, hospitalization, and referrals to providers 

outside of ACU Health Services. Students who are between semesters 

in the summer and want to continue to use the Medical Clinic may be 

eligible for services if they are enrolled for the fall semester. Please 

contact the clinic at 325-674-2625 for more information and eligibility. 

The on-campus medical clinic is not a substitute for major medical 

insurance. Students should have their own insurance policies or 

coverage on their parentsô insurance. Students who are thus covered 

should carry an insurance card in case they need medical care not 

covered by the clinic. Students who do not have insurance or who are 

not covered by a family policy may purchase student health insurance 

through a plan endorsed by Abilene Christian University. Contact The 

Depot at 888-588-6083 for enrollment information. 

Student Organizations and Activities 

Mauri Westbrook, Director 

ACU Box 29004; Abilene, Texas 79699-9004 
McKinzie Hall, Room 120 

Phone: 325-674-2069 

Fax: 325-674-6475 

Email: mauri.westbrook@acu.edu  

Web: www.acu.edu/studentorganizations  

A variety of student clubs and organizations provide avenues for the 

expression of a wide range of student interests: social, musical, 

academic, geographical and service. The following clubs and 

organizations have been officially recognized. For more information, 

refer to the Student Life web page at www.acu.edu/studentlife. 

Campus Activities 
Campus Activities Board (CAB), FilmFest, Freshman Action Council 

(FAC), Freshman Follies, Homecoming Committees, Sing Song, 
Welcome Week Committees 

Social Clubs (Men) 
Frater Sodalis, Galaxy, Gamma Sigma Phi, Pi Kappa, Sub T-16, 
Trojans 

Social Clubs (Women) 
Alpha Kai Omega, Delta Theta, GATA, Ko Jo Kai, Sigma Theta Chi 

Studentsô Association 
Graduate Studentsô Association, International Studentsô Association, 
Studentsô Association 

mailto:rowlandss@acu.edu
http://www.acu.edu/counseling
http://www.acu.edu/medical
mailto:mauri.westbrook@acu.edu
http://www.acu.edu/studentorganizations
http://www.acu.edu/campuslife
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Academic Organizations 
Agricultural and Environmental Sciences: Delta Tau Alpha (Honor) 

Art and Design: American Society of Interior Design 

Business: ACU Business Review, Beta Gamma Sigma, Marketing 

Club, Society for Human Resource Management (SHRM), Student 

Accounting Society, Student Training and Research (STAR), Students 
in Free Enterprise (SIFE) 

Chemistry and Biochemistry: Chemistry Club 

Communication: Lambda Pi Eta (Honor) 

Communication Disorders: ACU Chapter NSSLHA (National Student 
Speech, Language, Hearing Association) 

Computer Science: Association for Computing Machinery 

Education: Theta Epsilon 

English: Sigma Tau Delta 

Exercise Science and Health: ACU Ultimate, Peer Health Education, 
Student Dietetic Association, Wildcat Hockey 

History: Phi Alpha Theta (Honor) 

Journalism and Mass Communication: Advertising/PR Club, 

Broadcast Education Association, Kappa Tau Alpha (Honor), Society 
of Professional Journalists 

Mathematics: Mu Sigma 

Missions and Ministry: Send Me Lord 

Music: A Capella Chorus, Big Purple Marching Band, Mu Epsilon 

(Alpha Sigma Chapter). For information on additional music groups, 
please contact the music department. 

Nursing: ACU Official Pre-Professional Club of Physical and 

Occupational Therapists, Patty Hanks Shelton School of Nursing 
Student Nurses Association, Sigma Theta Tau (Honor) 

Physics: Society of Physics Students 

Political Science: Model UN, Pi Sigma Alpha (Honor), Pope Fellows, 
Pre -Law Council 

Psychology: Psi Chi (Honor) 

Sociology: Alpha Kappa Delta (Honor) 

Social Work: Social Work Association 

Theatre: Alpha Psi Omega (Honor) 

Honor Societies 
Alpha Chi, Honors Studentsô Association, Phi Eta Sigma (Freshman), 
ñWò Club 

Media Organizations 
The Optimist, Broadcast Education Association 

Service Organizations 
ACU for the International Rescue Committee, Lynay, Service Action 

Leadership Team (SALT), Spring Break Campaigns, Treadaway Kids, 

Weekend Campaigns, Wildcat Kids, World Wide Witness 

Special Interest Clubs 

The Call, ACU Cheerleading, Chinese Christian Fellowship, Christian 

Medical Dental Association, College Democrats, College Republicans, 

Essence of Ebony, Fair Trade ACU, Fellowship of Christian Athletes 

(FCA), Flight-Mentoring for Women, Forensics Team, Hispanos 

Unidos, International Justice Mission, Jesus and the Hip Hop Prophets, 

Mil onga, Outdoor Club, Poverty Link, SAAB (Student African 

American Brotherhood), Seekers of the Word, Shades, Shinnery 

Review, Spiritual Life Core, Student Ambassadors, Student Athlete 

Advisory Committee, Student Peace Alliance, Swing Cats, VAHS 

(Virtucus African Heritage Sisterhood), Wishing Well, Women in 

Business 

 

Intramural Sports  

ACU Box 28204; Abilene, Texas 79699-8204 
Bennett Gym, Room 103 

Phone: 325-674-2555 

Fax: 325-674-6854 

Email: IMsports@acu.edu  

Web: www.acu.edu/intramuralsports  

The Intramural Sports Department offers great ways to get involved 

with activities on campus and to stay physically active. About 3,000 

students participate each year in Intramural Sports, with teams formed 

in residence halls, academic departments, social clubs, special interest 

clubs and among friends drawn together by the pleasure of playing and 

competing in sports. 

Intramural Sports offers two or three leagues in most team sports to 

allow everyone to find a preferred level of competitiveness. Sports 

offered are driven by student interest, and generally include: flag 

football, basketball, softball, soccer, volleyball and ultimate Frisbee. 

There are also opportunities for employment through Intramural 

Sports. The department hires student workers and officials, offering 

training and mentoring for officials to increase their game calling 

skills. 

Each participant is financially responsible for care of personal 

injury, therefore, the Intramural Sports Department and Abilene 

Christian University urges all participants to either purchase 

student insurance offered by the university or have coverage by a 

private policy. The Intramural Sports Department and Abilene 

Christian University will not be held responsible for accidents. All 

students play at your own risk. 

Student Regulations  

By enrolling in the university, students signify their willingness to 

observe Christian standards of honesty, ethics and morality. They 

agree to respect the personal and property rights of others. They agree 

to fulfill their responsibilities under all published university 

regulations and to obey local, state and federal laws. Information about 

student conduct and regulations can be found in the Student Handbook 

and Planner at www.acu.edu/studentlife (select the Policies link). 

The Student Handbook and Planner is published at the beginning of 

each school year, and it details various important provisions that each 

student should read and understand. The Student Handbook and 

Planner determines the current regulations and policies that impact 

campus life. On reasonable notice to the students, the Student 

Handbook and Planner may be amended. Regulations such as those 

below, and others, are included in the Student Handbook Planner. 

 Possession or use or sale of illegal drugs will result in automatic 

suspension from the university. 

 Possession or use of alcohol is subject to strict disciplinary 

measure and may result in suspension. 

 Students must conform to the current dress code. 

 Class attendance is an important student responsibility; students 

may be dropped from classes or failed for excessive absences. 

 Chapel attendance is required for all undergraduate students that 

are enrolled full-time and are under the age of 25. 

 Hazing is prohibited and will result in disciplinary action from the 

university and criminal penalties from the state of Texas. 

 Many activities are expressly listed in the Student Handbook and 

Planner as prohibited and are subject to disciplinary sanctions, 

including: smoking or other use of tobacco on campus, violation 

of residence hall visitation policies, falsification of university 

records, cheating, theft, sexual immorality, vandalism, and 

possession of firearms. 

http://www.acu.edu/intramuralsports
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Athletics  

Intercollegiate 

Jared Mosley, Director of Athletics 

ACU Box 27916; Abilene, Texas 79699-7916 

Teague Special Events Center 

Phone: 325-674-2353 

Fax: 325-674-6831 

Email: jared.mosley@acu.edu  

Web: www.acusports.com  

Abilene Christian University is widely known for having one of the 

premier athletics programs in the NCAA Division II. As a member of 

the Lone Star Conference, ACU competes in the men's sports of 

baseball, basketball, cross country, football, golf, tennis, and indoor 

and outdoor track and field, and in the women's sports of basketball, 

cross country, soccer, softball, tennis, indoor and outdoor track and 

field and volleyball. 

The university has some of the finest athletics facilities in the nation 

with a 4,500-seat gymnasium (Moody Coliseum) that serves as the 

home court for ACU basketball and volleyball, and the adjoining 

Gibson Health and Physical Education Center. ACU also plays in one 

of the best collegiate baseball facilities in the country in 4,000-seat 

Crutcher Scott Field. With a clubhouse, modern press box and new 

indoor hitting facility, ACU baseball players enjoy a facility that is on 

par with those at numerous NCAA Division I programs across the 

county. 

ACU also has an all-weather, nine-lane track at Elmer Gray Stadium 

that has hosted some of the greatest athletes in both the country and 

world over the years. ACU Olympians Bobby Morrow, Earl Young, 

Billy Pemelton, Billy Olson and Tim Bright competed there, as did 

other Olympians including sprinter Michael Johnson. Wilma Rudolph 

was the headliner at the 1960 U.S. Women's Olympic Trials at the 

stadium. 

The ACU football team plays at 15,000-seat Shotwell Stadium, an 

almost-50-year-old facility that in recent years has received some 

tremendous upgrades. The stadium boasts one of the largest and best 

high-definition scoreboards in the Southwest, and it also has new 

locker rooms and a FieldTurf playing surface. The Wildcats have 

played all of their home games in the stadium since 1959, and future 

NFL players like Thomas "Hollywood" Henderson, John Randle, Hall 

of Famer Darrell Green, Wade Wilson, Wilbert Montgomery, Dominic 

Rhodes, Jermaine Mayberry, Robert Garza, Keith Traylor, Pierce Holt 

and Daniel Manning have played at the stadium. 

The men's and women's tennis teams compete at one of the finest 

tennis facilities in the nation in the Eager Tennis Center. The Judi and 

Cecil Eager Tennis Pavilion was added to the complex in 2002, and 

the center underwent more extensive renovations in summer 2007, 

adding more courts and lighting, recovering the existing courts with 

new surfacing and adding new wind screens. 

The newest facility for ACU student-athletes to enjoy is the 

Soccer/Softball Complex, which is located just south of Wells Field in 

between the ACU softball and soccer fields. The complex, scheduled 

to be ready for use in mid-April 2009, will house coachesô offices, 

locker rooms, and team rooms for both the womenôs soccer and 

softball programs. The facility will also house a large sports medicine 

room that will serve both programs. Also housed in the facility will be 

an indoor batting facility for the womenôs softball team to use during 

times of inclement weather. The complex will also include restrooms 

and a concession stand that will serve fans for both soccer and softball 

games. 

The remarkable success of ACU Wildcat student-athletes over the 

years is a tribute to the athletes, the coaches and the tradition of 

winning that permeates the program. ACU recruits its student-athletes 

for their academic and spiritual qualities, as well as their athletic 

abilities. 

ACU has won all-sports titles in 24 of their 35 years in the rugged 

Lone Star Conference, including 13 straight from 1995-96 through the 

2007-08 athletic year. ACU has four times finished runner-up in 

competition for the United States Sports Academy Director's Cup, 

which recognizes the best all-around athletics program in NCAA 

Division II. ACU is the only school in NCAA Division II to finish in 

the top 15 in each of the 13 final director's cup standings. 

In addition to 62 national team championships, hundreds of student-

athletes have won individual national championships, earned all-

America honors and been named academic all-America. In addition, 

several ACU student-athletes have been named to various halls of 

fame around the country. 

The 55 NCAA team national championships that ACU has won 

through the spring of 2008 is fourth in NCAA history behind only 

UCLA, Stanford and USC. When you add it all up, it is no surprise we 

like to say that ACU is "Where Champions Are Made." 
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Undergraduate and  

Graduate Degrees 
Associate of Arts AA 

Bachelor of Arts BA 

Bachelor of Applied Studies BAS 

Bachelor of Science BS 

Bachelor of Business Administration BBA 

Bachelor of Fine Arts BFA 

Bachelor of Music BM 

Bachelor of Science in Nursing BSN 

Certificate Program Cer 

Doctor of Ministry DMin 

Master of Arts MA 

Master of Accountancy MAcc 

Master of Arts in Christian Ministry MACM 

Master of Arts in Missions MAMI  

Master of Divinity MDiv 

Master of Education MEd 

Master of Liberal Arts MLA  

Master of Marriage and Family Therapy MMFT 

Master of Science MS 

Master of Science in Nursing MSN 

General Education 

Requirements for all  

Bachelorôs Degrees 
General Education Requirements (University and Degree Core 

requirements), except advanced courses, should be completed by the 
end of the sophomore year.  

University Core Requirements*   

Some courses may not be taken for university core 

credit (see course description) 
Required 

Credit  

Bible 
     BIBL 101 - Life and Teachings of Jesus 

     BIBL 102 - Acts-Revelations 

     BIBL 211 - Message of the Old Testament 

     BIBL 212 - Christianity in Culture 

     Adv. course (300-499): BGRK, BHEB,  

        BIBD, BIBH, BIBL, BIBM, BMIS**    

15 

English 

     Composition: ENGL 111 - Composition  

        and Rhetoric or ENGL 106/006 and  

        107/007 

     Sophomore Literature (includes literature in  

        foreign language) 

6 

Speech 

     COMS 111 - Fundamentals of   

          Communication 

3 

History  

     HIST 100-299 selection 
3 

Science  
(select two 100-499 courses in different areas) 

    AENV 130 - Environmental and  

        Technological Science 

    ANSC 111 - General Animal Science 

    ANSC 235 - Companion Animal Management 

    Biology 

    Chemistry 

6 

    ENVR 112 - Plant Science 

    GEOL 111 - Introduction to Geology 

    NUTR 120 - Nutrition and Wellness 

    Physics 

Mathematics 

     MATH 120, MATH 123, MATW 120/020  

        or higher (except MATH 147) 

3 

Exercise Science 

     EXSC 100 - Lifetime Wellness (activity) 

     EXSC activity - 3 different activities 

4 

University Seminar 

     UNIV 100 - University Seminar (required of  

     all students matriculating from high school or  

     transfers with fewer than 22 hours toward an  

     ACU degree) 

1 

Total University Core Hours 41 

*Some majors specify courses for certain core requirements. (See 

major degree plan for specifications).  

**BSN waives advanced Bible.  

Freshmen must enroll in classes in Bible, English, EXSC (including 

EXSC 100) and University Seminar unless they have completed 

requirements in these areas.  Freshmen must enroll in EXSC 100, 

Lifetime Wellness, in their first fall or spring semester. Students may 

wait until their sophomore year to begin literature requirements.  

Each semester, students must register in required developmental 

(ENGL and MATW 0**) courses until all developmental requirements 

are completed. Students must complete these requirements before 

registering for upper-level courses in their major field.  

ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS  BASED ON HIGH SCHOOL 

SCIENCE AND FOREIGN LANGUAGE  

Science: If lacking two years of High school science in different areas: 

3 hours of college science required (in an area other than high school 

area), unless ACT science subscore is 27 or higher. 

Foreign Language: If lacking two years of high school language (one 

language): 6 hours of college foreign language required (one 

language). 

Degree Core Requirements 

BA Degree Core Requirements 

Some majors specify courses for certain degree core 

requirements. See major degree plan for specifications. 
Required 

Credit  

English 6 

     Composition: ENGL 112 - Composition  

        and Literature 

3 

     Sophomore Literature 3 

Social Sciences/Humanities 9 

     Anthropology, Economics (also AGRB 261),   

     Geography, History, Philosophy, Political  

     Science, Psychology (also EDUC 221),  

     Sociology (maximum one course per area 

      unless specified by major) 

 

Foreign Language 6 

     Sophomore Level*  

Fine Arts (appreciation) 3 

     ART 101 - Introduction to Art  
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     ART 221 ï Art History: General Survey I  

     ART 222 ï Art History: General Survey II  

     MUSM 230 - Survey of Music in Western Culture  

     MUSM 231 - Survey of Jazz  

     MUSM 232 - Survey of Popular Music  

     MUSM 233 - Survey of World Music  

     THEA 220 - Introduction to Theatre  

     THEA 250 - Film Appreciation  

TOTAL BA CORE  24 

Maximum BA Major 42 

Maximum BA Supplement 30 

Minimum BA Electives (can include high school 

deficiency requirement) 

12 

DEGREE TOTAL (BA, one major; degrees leading to 

teacher certification may require additional hours) 

Ó128 

*Majors in biochemistry are exempted from the sophomore foreign 

language requirement. 

BBA Degree Core Requirements 

 Required 

Credit  

English 6 

     ENGL 112 - Composition and Literature 3 

     ENGL 326 - Business and Professional Writing 3 

Political Science 3 

     POLS 221, 225 or 226 (choose one course)  

Economics 6 

     ECON 260 - Principles of Macroeconomics 3 

     ECON 261 - Principles of Microeconomics 3 

Social Sciences/Humanities 3 

Anthropology, Geography, History,  

Philosophy, Psychology (also EDUC 221),  or 

Sociology    

 

Fine Arts (appreciation) 3 

     ART 101 - Introduction to Art  

     ART 221 ï Art History: General Survey I  

     ART 222 ï Art History: General Survey II  

     MUSM 230 - Survey of Music in Western Culture  

     MUSM 231 - Survey of Jazz  

     MUSM 232 - Survey of Popular Music  

     MUSM 233 - Survey of World Music  

     THEA 220 - Introduction to Theatre  

     THEA 250 - Film Appreciation  

TOTAL BBA CORE  21 

Maximum BBA Major 54 

Maximum BBA Supplement 24 

Minimum BBA Electives (can include high school 

deficiency requirement) 

6 

DEGREE TOTAL (BBA, one major) 128 

 

BFA Degree Core Requirements 

Some majors specify courses for certain degree core 

requirements. See major degree plan for specifications. 
Required 

Credit  

English 6 

     Composition: ENGL 112 - Composition  

        and Literature 

3 

     Sophomore Literature 3 

History  3 

     History 100-299  

Social Sciences/Humanities 6 

     Anthropology, Economics (also AGRB 261),   

     Geography, History, Philosophy, Political  

     Science, Psychology (also EDUC 221),  

     Sociology (maximum one course per area 

      unless specified by major) 

 

TOTAL BFA CORE  15 

Maximum BFA Major 63 

Maximum BFA Supplement 22 

Minimum BFA Electives (can include high school 

deficiency requirement) 

6 

DEGREE TOTAL (BFA, one major) Ó128 

 

BM Degree Core Requirements 

 Required 

Credit  

English 6 

     Composition: ENGL 112 - Composition  

        and Literature 

3 

     Sophomore Literature (continuation of  

        University Core Literature) 

3 

Social Sciences/Humanities 9 

     Anthropology, Economics (also AGRB 261),   

     Geography, History, Philosophy, Political  

     Science, Psychology (also EDUC 221),  

     Sociology (maximum one course per area 

      unless specified by major) 

 

TOTAL BM COR E 15 

Maximum BM Major 63 

Maximum BM Supplement 16 

Minimum BM Electives (can include high school 

deficiency requirement) 

6 

DEGREE TOTAL (BFA, one major) Ó137 

 

BS Degree Core Requirements 

Some majors specify courses for certain degree core 

requirements. See major degree plan for specifications. 
Required 

Credit  

English 3 

     ENGL 112 or 326 or Sophomore Literature  

Social Sciences/Humanities 9 

     Anthropology, Economics (also AGRB 261),   

     Geography, History, Philosophy, Political  

     Science, Psychology (also EDUC 221),  
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     Sociology (maximum one course per area 

      unless specified by major) 

Fine Art s (appreciation) 3 

     ART 101 - Introduction to Art  

     ART 221 ï Art History: General Survey I  

     ART 222 ï Art History: General Survey II  

     MUSM 232 - Survey of Popular Music  

     MUSM 233 - Survey of World Music  

     THEA 220 - Introduction to Theatre  

     THEA 250 - Film Appreciation  

TOTAL BS CORE  15 

Maximum BS Major 45 

Maximum BS Supplement 30 

Minimum BS Electives (can include high school 

deficiency requirement) 

6 

DEGREE TOTAL (BS, one major) Ó128 

 

BSN Degree Core Requirements 

 Required 

Credit  

English 3 

     Composition: ENGL 112 - Composition  

        and Literature 

 

Psychology 6 

     PSYC 120 ï Introduction to Psychology 3 

     PSYC 232 ï Developmental Psychology 3 

Sociology 3 

   SOCI 111 or 222  

TOTAL BSN CORE  12 

Maximum BSN Major 62 

Maximum BSN Supplement 21 

Minimum BM Electives (can include high school 

deficiency requirement) 

6 

DEGREE TOTAL (BSN) Ó135 

 

BAS ï Special University Core Requirements* 

Students admitted to the Bachelor of Applied Studies 

Program (BAS) should meet with the BAS advisor 

before registering for classes. 

Required 

Credit  

Bible Ó12 

     (1/10 of course work at ACU - minimum 3 hours)  

Communication 3 

     COMS 111 - Fundamentals of Communication  

English 9 

     ENGL 111 - Composition and Rhetoric or 

          ENGL 106/006 and 107/007 

     ENGL 112 

     Sophomore Literature 

 

Social Sciences/Humanities 9 

     Anthropology, Economics (also AGRB 261),   

     Geography, History, Philosophy, Political  

     Science, Psychology (also EDUC 221),  

     Sociology (maximum one course per area 

      unless specified by major) 

 

Foreign Language exempt 

Science/Math/Health 12 

     Science (CS may fulfill 3) 6 

     Mathematics - MATH 120, MATH 123,  

        MATW 120/020 or higher (except MATH  

        147) or Early Childhood - 4th grade; 4th-8th  

        (grade) certification requires MATH 148    

3 

EXSC, First Aid/CPR, Nutrition 3 

Fine Arts (appreciation) 3 

     ART 101 - Introduction to Art  

     ART 221 ï Art History: General Survey I  

     ART 222 ï Art History: General Survey II  

     MUSM 232 - Survey of Popular Music  

     MUSM 233 - Survey of World Music  

     THEA 220 - Introduction to Theatre  

     THEA 250 - Film Appreciation  

TOTAL BAS UNIVERSITY CORE  Ó48 

 

 

BAS Degree Core Requirements 

 Required 

Credit  

APST 101 (required first semester) 3 

SOCI 460 or BIBD 486 3 

TOTAL B AS DEGREE CORE 6 

Maximum BAS Emphasis 37 

Maximum BAS Support 24 

Maximum BAS Electives 31 

DEGREE TOTAL (BAS) 

*Some majors specify courses for certain requirements. 

(See major degree plan for specifications). 

128 Min. 

150 Max. 
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College of Arts 
and Sciences  
Gregory Straughn, Interim Dean 

Jeff Haseltine, Associate Dean 

ACU Box 29210  

Abilene, Texas 79699-9210 
Sherrod Building ï Don Morris Center, Room 127 

Phone: 325-674-2209 

Fax: 325-674-6800 

Email: cas@acu.edu 

Web: www.acu.edu/cas.html 

 The College of Arts and Sciences endeavors to educate students for 

worldwide Christian service and leadership through programs of study 

and other learning experiences that blend a liberal arts education with 

professional and career education. The college offers a broad spectrum 

of programs in the arts, humanities, social sciences, behavioral 

sciences, natural sciences, and mathematics as well as professional and 

pre-professional programs. Many courses in the college are designed 

to provide a unique liberal arts education from a Christian perspective 

to students of all majors throughout the university. 

The college includes the following 18 degree granting departments and 

programs: 

 Agricultural and Environmental Sciences 

 Applied Studies 

 Art and Design 

 Biology 

 Chemistry and Biochemistry 

 Conflict Resolution 

 Communication 

 English 

 Foreign Languages 

 History 

 Journalism and Mass Communication 

 Mathematics 

 Music 

 Physics 

 Political Science 

 Psychology 

 Sociology and Family Studies 

 Theatre 

The College of Arts and Sciences offers the following degrees: 

 Associate of Arts (AA) 

 Bachelor of Arts (BA) 

 Bachelor of Applied Studies (BAS) 

 Bachelor of Fine Arts (BFA) 

 Bachelor of Music (BM) 

 Bachelor of Science (BS) 

See the department listings for more specific information about degree 

programs offered and the requirements for each degree.  

Many graduate programs are offered in Arts and Sciences through the 

Graduate School. For more information, consult the Graduate School 

section of this catalog (page 152). 

Other programs in the College of Arts and Sciences are: 

 Criminal Justice (Sociology and Family Studies) 

 Gerontology (Sociology and Family Studies and Interdisciplinary 

Programs) 

 Institute of Intensive English (IIE) (Foreign Languages) 

 International Studies (Foreign Language and Interdisciplinary 

Programs) 

 Ethnic and Womenôs Studies Minor (History and 

Interdisciplinary Programs) 
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Agricultural and  
Environmental 
Sciences 
Foy D. Mills Jr., Chair 

ACU Box 27986 

Abilene, Texas 79699-7986 
Zona Luce Building, Room 208  

Phone: 325-674-2401 

Fax: 325-674-6936 

Email: millsf@acu.edu  

Web: www.acu.edu/agenv 

Faculty 

Bryan E. Brokaw, Professor 

James C. Cooke, Professor 

Florah Mhlanga, Professor 

Emmett Miller, Assistant Professor 

Foy D. Mills Jr., Professor 

Michael Nicodemus, Assistant Professor 

Majors:  Agribusiness (BS)  

               Animal Science (BS)  

               Environmental Science (BS) 

               Animal Health Professions Cooperative (BS) 

Minors:  Agricultural Sciences  

               Environmental Sciences 

The Department of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences offers the 

Bachelor of Science degree in agribusiness, animal science and 

environmental science. A "fast-track" cooperative degree in animal 

science is available for students who wish to enter a school of 

veterinary medicine after three years at ACU. Students considering 

graduate work or governmental employment should consult their 

advisor during the sophomore year. For information on scholarships 

available in agricultural and environmental sciences, see the 

department chair.  

Introduction  

ñThe Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to 

work it and take care of itò (Genesis 2:15). Thus began Godôs initial 

ministry for humankind. Though man would choose to disregard 

Godôs command, Godôs desire is for reconciliation and relationship 

with His creation. 

The faculty in the Department of Agricultural and Environmental 

Sciences (A&E) at Abilene Christian University believes in this 

ministry of reconciliation. We challenge students to think about their 

relationship with God and caring for His creation in a world that is 

often hostile to the Creator. Consequently, the mission of A&E is to 

educate students for Christian stewardship of sustainable agricultural 

and environmental systems throughout the world. 

We take this responsibility very seriously, because it is Kingdom 

business. Whether it takes the form of a former student making 

decisions in the boardroom of corporate agribusiness, serving the poor 

in developing countries by teaching them to feed themselves or 

remediating an abused land site, our desire is that, ñWhatever you do, 

work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, 

since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a 

reward. It is the Lord Christ you are servingò (Colossians 23:24). 

If you are interested in a place where career aspirations are not 

disconnected from family, church and community, where learning is 

informed by faith and where servant leadership is expected and 

modeled, we encourage you to consider A&E. 

Study Abroad Expectations 

All students are encouraged to participate in ACUôs Study Abroad 

program. Classes offered at Study Abroad sites vary depending on the 

site. Academic advisors can assist students in planning ahead for their 

Study Abroad experience and should be consulted during the freshman 

year. 

Bachelor of Science Degrees (BS) 

Admission Requirements 
Before being admitted to a program, a student must satisfy the 

requirements listed in the ACT/SAT Placement Information section of 

this catalog (page 18). 

AGRIBUSINESS (BS) 

The BS in agribusiness combines training in agricultural economics, 

business and technical agriculture. Majors in this area are prepared for 

business allied with agriculture, including banks and other lending 

agencies, real estate, insurance companies, farm supply and equipment 

companies, firms processing and marketing agricultural products, and 

public agencies associated with agriculture. Students are also prepared 

to pursue graduate education.  

BS: AGRIBUSINESS DEGREE PLAN (AGRB)  

UNIVERSITY CORE  

Bible 

 BIBL 101 Life and Teachings of Jesus  .........................................  3 

 BIBL 102 Acts-Revelation  ............................................................  3 

 BIBL 211 Message of the Old Testament  .....................................  3 

 BIBL 212 Christianity in Culture  ..................................................  3 

 Advanced Bible  .............................................................................  3 

English 

 ENGL 111 Composition and Rhetoric  ..........................................  3 

 Sophomore Literature ....................................................................  3 

Speech 

 COMS 111 Fundamentals of Communication  ..............................  3 

History  

 HIST 100-299  ...............................................................................  3 

Science 

 BIOL 112 General Biology I or  

      BIOL 113 General Biology II  ..................................................  3  

 CHEM 113 Introductory Chemistry  ..............................................  3 

Mathematics 

 MATH 130 Finite Math for Applications  .....................................  3 

Exercise Science 

 EXSC 100 + 3 activities  ................................................................  4 

University Seminar 

 UNIV 100 ......................................................................................  1 

TOTAL UNIVERSITY COR E  ....................................................  41 

BS DEGREE CORE 

English 

 ENGL 326 Business and Professional Writing  .............................  3 

Social Sciences/Humanities 

 AGRB 261 Principles of Agricultural and Applied Economics  ....  3 

 ECON 260 Principles of Macroeconomics  ...................................  3 

 Choose one: POLS 221, 225, 226  .................................................  3 

Fine Arts 

 Choose one: ART 101, 221, 222, MUSM 230, MUSM 231,  

      MUSM 232, MUSM 233, THEA 220 or THEA 250  ...............  3 

TOTAL BS CORE  ........................................................................  15  

BS: AGRIBUSINESS DEGREE PLAN (CONTINUED)  

MAJOR REQUIREMENTS  

Agricultural and Environmental Sciences Core 

 AENV 110 Intro. to Ag. and Envr. Syst. and Tech  .......................  3 
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 ANSC 111 General Animal Science  .............................................. 3 

 ENVR 112 Plant Science  ............................................................... 3 

 ENVR 233 Soil Science  ................................................................ 3 

TOTAL   ........................................................................................... 12 

Agribusiness 

 AGRB 382 Agribusiness Management  .......................................... 3 

 AGRB 385 Food and Fiber Marketing  .......................................... 3 

 AGRB 430 Commodity Markets  ................................................... 3 

 AGRB 442 Agricultural and Natural Resource Policy (writing  

         intensive course)  ....................................................................... 3 

 ACCT 210 Financial Accounting  .................................................. 3 

 ACCT 211 Managerial Accounting  ............................................... 3 

 BLAW 363 Legal Environment of Business  ................................. 3 

 Advanced selections from: AENV, AGRB, ANSC, or ENVR  ...... 9 

TOTAL  ........................................................................................... 30 

SUPPLEMENT FOR MAJOR  

Science Core 

 BIOL 114 General Biology I Lab or  

      BIOL 115 General Biology II Lab  ............................................ 1 

 CHEM 111 Introductory Chemistry Lab  ....................................... 1 

Business 

 FIN 310 Financial Management  .................................................... 3 

 IS 322 Business Statistics  .............................................................. 3 

 MGMT 330 Management and Organizational Behavior  ............... 3 

 MGMT 331 Production and Process Management  ........................ 3 

 MGMT 439 Strategic Management  ............................................... 3 

 MKTG 340 Principles of Marketing  .............................................. 3 

 Advanced selection from: ACCT, FIN, MGMT, MKTG  .............. 3 

TOTAL  ........................................................................................... 23 

ELECTIVES  

Minimum  ........................................................................................... 7 

OTHER GRADUATION REQ UIREMENTS  

Minimum GPA for graduation  ......................................................  2.00 

Minimum advanced hours  ............................................................... 33 

Minimum total hours  .....................................................................  128 

Courses numbered 0** do not count in  

minimum hours required for degree. 

 

ANIMAL SCIENCE (BS)  

The animal science degree is designed to prepare students to 

effectively serve the livestock industry by producing graduates 

conversant in issues related to animal agriculture. The curriculum is 

designed for academically talented students interested in the 

application of biology and technology to the care, management and 

study of domestic animals. While the program emphasizes traditional 

farm species of dairy cattle, beef cattle and swine, it also addresses 

companion animals, small ruminants and poultry. The animal science 

curriculum contains a fundamental animal science core accompanied 

by emphasis tracks. The tracks are pre-veterinary medicine and health, 

business and industry, livestock management, and biotechnology and 

research. Graduates are prepared for admission to professional and/or 

graduate programs for advanced studies or entry into career fields.  

BS: ANIMAL SCIENCE D EGREE PLAN (ANSC) 

UNIVERSITY CORE  

Bible 

 BIBL 101 Life and Teachings of Jesus  .......................................... 3 

 BIBL 102 Acts-Revelation  ............................................................ 3 

 BIBL 211 Message of the Old Testament ...................................... 3 

 BIBL 212 Christianity in Culture  .................................................. 3 

 Advanced Bible  ............................................................................. 3 

English 

 ENGL 111 Composition and Rhetoric  ........................................... 3 

 Sophomore Literature ....................................................................  3 

Speech 

 COMS 111 Fundamentals of Communication  ..............................  3 

History  

 HIST 100-299  ...............................................................................  3 

Science 

 BIOL 112 General Biology I  .........................................................  3 

 CHEM 113 Introductory Chemistry or 

      CHEM 133 General Chemistry I (BR and PVH)  .....................  3 

Mathematics 

 MATH 123 Intro to Probability and Statistics (BI and LM) or  

      MATH 124 Precalculus II (BR) or 

      MATH 185 Calculus I (PVH)  ..................................................  3 

Exercise Science 

 EXSC 100 + 3 activities  

      (LM and PVH use ANSC 360 for 1 activity)  ...........................  4 

TOTAL UNIVERSITY CORE   ....................................................  41 

BS DEGREE CORE 

English 

 ENGL 326 Business and Professional Writing  .............................  3 

Social Sciences/Humanities 

 AGRB 261 Principles of Agricultural and Applied Economics  ....  3 

 Choose two: anthropology, geography, history, philosophy,  

      political science, psychology (also EDUC 221), sociology 

      (maximum one course per area)  ...............................................  6 

Fine Arts 

 Choose one: ART 101, 221, 222, MUSM 230, MUSM 231,  

      MUSM 232, MUSM 233, THEA 220 or THEA 250  ...............  3 

TOTAL BS CORE  ........................................................................  15 

MAJOR REQUIREMENTS  

Agricultural and Environmental Sciences Core 

 AENV 110 Intro. to Ag. and Envr. Syst. and Tech  .......................  3 

 ANSC 111 General Animal Science  .............................................  3 

 ENVR 112 Plant Science  ..............................................................  3 

 ENVR 233 Soil Science  ................................................................  3 

TOTAL  ...........................................................................................  12 

Animal Science Core 

 AGRB 382 Agribusiness Management  .........................................  3 

 ANSC 336 Animal Nutrition .........................................................  3 

 ANSC 343 Animal Reproduction ..................................................  3 

 ANSC 392 Animal Health  ............................................................  3 

 ANSC 496 Animal Breeding .........................................................  3 

 ANSC 497 Special Problems in Animal Science  

      (writing-intensive course)  ........................................................  3 

TOTAL  ...........................................................................................  18 

ANIMAL INDUSTRY AND BUSINESS TRACK (BI) 

 AGRB 385 Food and Fiber Marketing  ..........................................  3 

 AGRB 430 Commodity Markets  ...................................................  3 

 ANSC 337 Animal Nutrition Lab  .................................................  1 

 ANSC 345 Techniques in Animal Production  ..............................  1 

 Choose two from the following:  ....................................................  6 

      ANSC 235 Companion Animal Management 

      ANSC 363 Monogastric Livestock Production 

      ANSC 483 Ruminant Livestock Production 

 Choose one from the following:  ....................................................  3 

      AENV 371 Experimental Design and Data Analysis 

      AGRB 442 Agricultural and Natural Resource Policy 

      ENVR 350 Rangeland Ecology 

TOTAL  ...........................................................................................  17 

SUPPLEMENT FOR MAJOR  (BI TRACK)  

 ACCT 210 Financial Accounting  ..................................................  3 

 ACCT 211 Managerial Accounting  ..............................................  3 

 BIOL 114 General Biology I Lab ................................................... 1 

 BIOL 113/115 General Biology II Lecture/Lab  ............................. 4 

 BIOL 351 Genetics  .......................................................................  3 
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 CHEM 111 Introductory Chemistry Lab  ....................................... 1 

 CHEM 112/114 Introductory Organic and Biological  

      Chemistry Lecture/Lab  ............................................................. 4 

TOTAL  ........................................................................................... 19 

BIOTECHNOLOGY AND RESEARCH TRACK ( BR) 

 AENV 371 Experimental Designs and Data Analysis  ................... 3 

 ANSC 337 Animal Nutrition Lab  .................................................. 1 

 ANSC 431 Animal Biotechnology  ...............................................  3  

Recommended Emphases: 

 Biotechnology Emphasis (8 hours) 
      BIOL 312 Cell Biology  ............................................................ 3 

      BIOL 475 Molecular Genetics  .................................................. 3 

      BIOL 476 Biotechnology Lab  .................................................. 2 

 Research Emphasis (7 hours) 
      ANSC 345 Techniques in Animal Production  .........................  1  

      Choose two from the following:  ..............................................  6  

           ANSC 235 Companion Animal Management 

           ANSC 363 Monogastric Livestock Production 

           ANSC 483 Ruminant Livestock Production 

           ENVR 350 Rangeland Management 

TOTAL  .....................................................................................  14-15 

SUPPLEMENT FOR MAJOR  (BR TRACK)  

 BIOL 114 General Biology I Lab  .................................................. 1 

 BIOL 113/115 General Biology II Lecture/Lab  ............................ 4 

 BIOL 351 Genetics  ........................................................................ 3 

 CHEM 131 General Chemistry Lab  .............................................. 1 

 CHEM 132/134 General Chemistry II Lecture/Lab ....................... 4 

 CHEM 221/223 Organic Chemistry I Lecture/Lab  ........................ 4 

 CHEM 322/324 Organic Chemistry II Lecture/Lab  ...................... 4 

TOTAL  ........................................................................................... 21 

LIVESTOCK MANAGEMENT  TRACK (LM)  

 ANSC 337 Animal Nutrition Lab  .................................................. 1 

 ANSC 345 Techniques in Animal Production  ............................... 1 

 ANSC 483 Ruminant Livestock Production  .................................. 3 

 ENVR 350 Rangeland Ecology  ..................................................... 3 

Recommended Emphases: 

 Animal Production Emphasis (14 hours) 
      ANSC 235 Companion Animal Management  .......................... 3 

      ANSC 360 Horses and Horsemanship  ...................................... 2 

      ANSC 363 Monogastric Livestock Production  ........................ 3 

      Choose two from the following:  ............................................... 6 

           AENV 371 Experimental Designs and Data Analysis 

              AGRB 385 Food and Fiber Marketing 

              AGRB 430 Commodity Markets 

              ANSC 431 Animal Biotechnology 

 Rangeland Ecology Emphasis (13 hours) 
      ENVR 345 Rangeland Plants .................................................... 3 

      ENVR 354 Range Science  ........................................................ 3 

      ENVR 455 Wildlife Ecology  .................................................... 4 

      Choose one from the following:  ............................................... 3 

           AENV 371 Experimental Designs and Data Analysis 

              AGRB 442 Agricultural and Natural Resource Policy 

              ANSC 235 Companion Animal Management 

              ANSC 363 Monogastric Livestock Production 

              ENVR 341 Water Resources 

TOTAL  .....................................................................................  21-22 

SUPPLEMENT FOR MAJOR  (LM TRACK)  

 BIOL 114 General Biology I Lab  .................................................. 1 

 BIOL 113/115 General Biology II Lecture/Lab  ............................ 4 

 BIOL 351 Genetics  ........................................................................ 3 

 CHEM 111 Introductory Chemistry Lab  ....................................... 1 

 CHEM 112/114 Introductory Organic and Biological  

      Chemistry Lecture/Lab  ............................................................. 4 

TOTAL  ........................................................................................... 13 

 

PRE-VETERINARY  MEDICINE AND HEALTH  TRACK  (PVH) 

 ANSC 235 Companion Animal Management  ...............................  3 

 ANSC 360 Horses and Horsemanship  ..........................................  2 

TOTAL  .............................................................................................  5 

SUPPLEMENT FOR MAJOR  (PVH TRACK)  

 BIOL 114 General Biology I Lab ................................................... 1 

 BIOL 113/115 General Biology II Lecture/Lab  ............................  4 

 BIOL 351 Genetics  .......................................................................  3 

 BIOL 355/357 Microbiology I Lecture/Lab  ..................................  4 

 CHEM 131 General Chemistry Lab  ..............................................  1 

 CHEM 132/134 General Chemistry II Lecture/Lab  ......................  4 

 CHEM 221/223 Organic Chemistry I Lecture/Lab  .......................  4 

 CHEM 322/324 Organic Chemistry II Lecture/Lab  ......................  4 

 CHEM 453 Biochemistry I  ...........................................................  3 

 CHEM 454 Biochemistry II  ..........................................................  3 

TOTAL  ...........................................................................................  31 

ELECTIVES  

Minimum (BI Track)  .........................................................................  6 

Minimum (BR Track) .....................................................................  6-7 

Minimum (LM Track)  ....................................................................  7-8 

Minimum (PVH Track)  .....................................................................  6 

OTHER GRADUATION REQ UIREMENTS  

Minimum GPA for graduation  .....................................................  2.00 

Minimum advanced hours  ...............................................................  33 

Minimum total hours  .....................................................................  128 

Courses numbered 0** do not count in 

minimum hours required for degree. 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE (BS)  

The purpose of this degree is to fulfill the educational needs of 

students who are preparing for careers in natural resource 

management. As the national consciousness of the finite nature of 

natural resources has increased, the extraction industries, agriculture 

and manufacturers in general have been required to change the way 

they handle natural resources. Interactions between companies that 

consume natural resources and regulations governing the conservation 

of these resources have led to the creation of new disciplines and new 

career opportunities. Graduate schools in colleges of agriculture as 

well as in colleges of arts and sciences offer degrees and graduate 

assistantships in a multitude of environmental areas. The emergence of 

new jobs in natural resource management indicates the opportunities 

for graduates in environmental science. 

BS: ENVIRONMENTAL SC IENCE DEGREE PLAN (E NVR) 

UNIVERSITY CORE  

Bible 

 BIBL 101 Life and Teachings of Jesus  .........................................  3 

 BIBL 102 Acts-Revelation  ............................................................  3 

 BIBL 211 Message of the Old Testament  .....................................  3 

 BIBL 212 Christianity in Culture  ..................................................  3 

 Advanced Bible  .............................................................................  3 

English 

 ENGL 111 Composition and Rhetoric  ..........................................  3 

 Sophomore Literature ....................................................................  3 

Speech 

 COMS 111 Fundamentals of Communication  ..............................  3 

History  

 HIST 100-299  ...............................................................................  3 

Science 

 BIOL 112 General Biology I  .........................................................  3 

 CHEM 113 Introductory Chemistry or 

      CHEM 133 General Chemistry I (ENVF)  ................................  3 

Mathematics 

 MATH 123 Introduction to Probability and Statistics  ...................  3 
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http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134143:/catalog/2008_09/courses/agrb.xml#AGRB430
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134196:/catalog/2008_09/courses/ansc.xml#ANSC431
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134162:/catalog/2008_09/courses/envr.xml#ENVR345
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134162:/catalog/2008_09/courses/envr.xml#ENVR354
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134162:/catalog/2008_09/courses/envr.xml#ENVR455
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134199:/catalog/2008_09/courses/aenv.xml#AENV371
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134143:/catalog/2008_09/courses/agrb.xml#AGRB442
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134196:/catalog/2008_09/courses/ansc.xml#ANSC235
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134196:/catalog/2008_09/courses/ansc.xml#ANSC363
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134162:/catalog/2008_09/courses/envr.xml#ENVR341
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134134:/catalog/2008_09/courses/biol.xml#BIOL114
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134134:/catalog/2008_09/courses/biol.xml#BIOL113
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134134:/catalog/2008_09/courses/biol.xml#BIOL351
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134211:/catalog/2008_09/courses/chem.xml#CHEM111
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134211:/catalog/2008_09/courses/chem.xml#CHEM112
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134196:/catalog/2008_09/courses/ansc.xml#ANSC235
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134196:/catalog/2008_09/courses/ansc.xml#ANSC360
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134134:/catalog/2008_09/courses/biol.xml#BIOL114
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134134:/catalog/2008_09/courses/biol.xml#BIOL113
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134134:/catalog/2008_09/courses/biol.xml#BIOL351
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134134:/catalog/2008_09/courses/biol.xml#BIOL355
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134211:/catalog/2008_09/courses/chem.xml#CHEM131
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134211:/catalog/2008_09/courses/chem.xml#CHEM132
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134211:/catalog/2008_09/courses/chem.xml#CHEM221
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134211:/catalog/2008_09/courses/chem.xml#CHEM322
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134211:/catalog/2008_09/courses/chem.xml#CHEM453
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134211:/catalog/2008_09/courses/chem.xml#CHEM454
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134181:/catalog/2008_09/courses/bibl.xml#BIBL101
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134181:/catalog/2008_09/courses/bibl.xml#BIBL102
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134181:/catalog/2008_09/courses/bibl.xml#BIBL211
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134181:/catalog/2008_09/courses/bibl.xml#BIBL212
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134136:/catalog/2008_09/courses/engl.xml#ENGL111
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134152:/catalog/2008_09/courses/coms.xml#COMS111
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134188:/catalog/2008_09/courses/hist.xml#HIST
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134134:/catalog/2008_09/courses/biol.xml#BIOL112
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134211:/catalog/2008_09/courses/chem.xml#CHEM113
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134211:/catalog/2008_09/courses/chem.xml#CHEM133
http://cms2.acu.edu:8888/servlet/nexus/preview/www.acu.edu::latest:134167:/catalog/2008_09/courses/math.xml#MATH123



