


Important Contact Information  
Inquiries concerning admission to the university, except the 

Graduate School and Bachelor of Applied Studies, should 

be addressed to: 
 

OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS  
ACU Box 29000; Abilene, Texas 79699-9000 

Welcome Center, Zellner Hall, Room 100 

Phone: 325-674-2650 (in Abilene) 

            800-460-6228 (outside Abilene) 

Fax: 325-674-2130 

Email: info@admissions.acu.edu 

Web: www.acu.edu/admissions 

  

Inquiries concerning admission to the Bachelor of Applied 

Studies Program should be addressed to: 
 

BACHELOR OF APPLIED STUDIES PROGRAM  
ACU Box 28082; Abilene, Texas 79699-8082 

1626 Campus Court 

Phone: 325-674-2505 

            800-657-9081(outside of Abilene) 

Fax: 325-674-6903 

Email: bas@acu.edu 

Web: www.acu.edu/bas 
 

Inquiries concerning financial aid, student accounts  

and billing should be addressed to: 
 

STUDENT FINANCIAL SERVICES  
ACU Box 29007; Abilene, Texas 79699-9007 

Welcome Center, Zellner Hall, Room 100 

Phone: 325-674-2300 (in Abilene) 

            888-588-6083 (outside Abilene) 

Fax: 325-674-2963 

Email: depot@acu.edu 

Web: www.acu.edu/campusoffices/sfs  

  

Inquiries concerning transcripts, academic records, 

veterans benefits and enrollment verification should be 

addressed to: 
 

OFFICE OF THE REGISTRAR  
ACU Box 29141; Abilene, Texas 79699-9141 

Hardin Administration Building, Room 207 

Phone: 325-674-2235 (in Abilene) 

            888-588-6083 (outside Abilene) 

Fax: 325-674-2238 

Email: registrar@acu.edu 

Web: www.acu.edu/registrar 

Ordering a transcript: www.acu.edu/transcript 

  Inquiries concerning residence halls or available  

  housing should be addressed to: 
 

  OFFICE OF RESIDENCE LIFE  

  EDUCATION AND   HOUSING 

  ACU Box 29004; Abilene, Texas 79699-9004 

  McKinzie Hall, West, Room 120 

  Phone: 325-674-2066 

  Fax: 325-674-6475 

  Email: reslife@acu.edu 

  Web: www.acu.edu/reslife 

  

  Inquiries concerning health records and  

  immunizations should be addressed to: 
 

  MEDICAL CLINIC  

  ACU Box 28154; Abilene, Texas 79699-8154 

  McKinzie Hall, East, Room 145 

  Phone: 325-674-2625 

  Fax: 325-674-6998 

  Email: rectoras@acu.edu 

  Web: www.acu.edu/medical 

  

  Inquiries concerning admission to the Graduate  

  School should be addressed to: 
 

  OFFICE OF GRADUATE ADMISSIONS  

  ACU Box 29000; Abilene, Texas 79699-9000 

  Welcome Center, Zellner Hall, Room 216 

  Phone: 325-674-2656 (in Abilene) 

              800-460-6228 (outside Abilene) 

  Fax: 325-674-6717 

  Email: gradinfo@acu.edu 

  Web: www.acu.edu/grad 

  

  Inquires concerning: 
 

       SEMESTER SCHEDULE 

       www.acu.edu/schedulebulletin 

 

       FINAL EXAM SCHEDULE  
       www.acu.edu/finalexams  

 

  Directory assistance for other offices is available through 

  the ACU switchboard: 325-674-2000. 

 

 

This catalog contains information about undergraduate and graduate programs and is intended to be a description of the policies, 

academic programs, degree requirements and course offerings in effect for the 2008-09 academic year. The university has endeavored 

to make it as accurate as possible at the press deadline. It should not be construed as an irrevocable contract between the student and 

the university. Abilene Christian University reserves the right to change any of the policies, procedures or fees described in this 

catalog and to apply these changes to any or all of its students as it finds necessary. The university may also choose to add or delete 

course offerings, degree programs or other programs at any time. 
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From the  President  
     Welcome to Abilene Christian University! 

     Weôre glad youôre making plans to join us in 2008-09. We invite you to join record numbers 

of students who have come to our campus to receive an exceptional education from a qualified, 

caring faculty on an attractive, friendly campus. 

     ACU challenges and mentors its nearly 4,800 students to excel in their careers and make a 

difference in their homes, churches and communities. We are a national leader in Christian 

education because we have higher expectations. Our spiritual commitment demands the highest 

standards of academic and personal excellence. The members of our faculty and staff accept the 

challenge to stretch the minds of our students in a rigorous life of learning, to integrate faith and 

learning, to demonstrate leadership and to further develop their personal relationship with God. 

Our students, faculty and staff change the world. 

     As a student, you also will face challenges to accept responsibility for your academic preparation and your life choices, 

to grow intellectually, spiritually and socially through active participation in our curriculum and co-curriculum, and to 

seriously pursue opportunities to mature as a Christian servant-leader. We are here to help you meet those challenges. 

     ACU has been named both a ñBest Collegeò and ñBest Valueò by U.S. News and World Report. ACU ranks among the 

top 10 percent of universities for attracting National Merit Scholars, and the Templeton Foundation annually honors ACU 

for its character-building programs. Our hands-on approach to learning, our state-of-the-art technology and our Christian 

focus combine to offer you a unique learning experience. 

     This catalog explains our undergraduate and graduate academic programs, admission requirements and support 

services available on campus. There are toll-free phone numbers to call if you have more questions. Hayley Webb and her 

staff in Admissions are ready to help you enroll, and Dr. Dwayne VanRheenen and his staff in the Provostôs Office and 

Dr. Carol Williams and her Graduate School staff are excited about helping you plan and accomplish your academic 

goals. We look forward to having you as part of the ACU family. 

ï Dr. Royce Money 

 

From the Provost  
     ACU is one of the finest comprehensive, Christian universities in the nation. We prepare 

outstanding young men and women to enter the top graduate schools in the world, to begin or 

advance their professional careers, and to make a difference in their homes, churches and 

communities. 

     Our students learn through a well-designed curriculum and co-curriculum ï both inside and 

outside the classroom. Our students are guided in their learning by an extraordinarily gifted 

faculty who engage students in learning through interactive exercises, team projects, under-

graduate research, stimulating lectures, learning communities, internships, and innovative 

approaches to teaching. You will have the important opportunity to study abroad through our 

Center for International and Intercultural Education, and your academic training will be enhanced 

by participation in our Volunteer and Service-Learning Center, Honors Program, and Living and 

Learning Communities in selected residence halls. 

     Our campus is technologically advanced. Each of our students receives an email account, and the students who reside 

on campus in our residence halls receive an Internet connection. ACU provides computer labs throughout the campus and 

wireless connections in halls. The Learning Commons in Brown Library enables students to work together on projects 

from inception to a final printed paper or multimedia presentation. 

     But itôs our faculty ï not machines and computers ï that makes an education at ACU special. They are well-qualified, 

and they care about you and your education. Our Learning Covenant will guide your years at ACU, and you will quickly 

see how our integration of faith and learning will prepare you for your place of service and leadership in the 21st century. 

     At ACU, we strive to make Christ the center of everything we do. We believe spiritual commitment demands the 

highest standards of academic excellence. We have higher expectations. 

ï Dr. Dwayne D. VanRheenen 
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Abilene  Christian University Calendar  
For a more complete academic calendar, visit the Registrarôs Web page at www.acu.edu/registrar  

and click on the ñCalendarò link.  For a calendar of upcoming ACU events, go to www.acu.edu/events. 

June 2008 
 2 Summer I begins (Monday-Friday classes) 
 20 Last day to withdraw from a Summer I class 
 22-24 June Passport 
  

July 2008 
 3 Summer I ends 
 4 Independence Day Holiday 
 7 Summer II begins (Monday-Friday classes) 
 24-26 Summer Workshop 

 25 Last day to withdraw from a Summer II class 
 

August 2008 
 7    Summer II ends 

 8    Commencement, 7:30 p.m., Moody Coliseum 

 14    Grades available online at 8 a.m. 

 15    Residence Halls open for Welcome Week leaders 

 16    Residence Halls open for freshmen and transfers 

 17-19 August Passport 

 19-23 Welcome Week (Tuesday-Saturday) 

 23    Residence Halls open for returning students  

 25    First day of class 

  Official Opening Ceremony, 11 a.m., Moody Coliseum 

 29    Last day to register for classes  
 

September 2008 
 5 Last day to request Credit/No-Credit or Pass/Fail 
 21-24   Lectureship (91

st
 Annual September Summit) 

 

October 2008 
 25 Homecoming 

 31 Fall Break 
 

November 2008 
 14 Last day to withdraw from a class 

 26-28 Thanksgiving Holidays 
 

December 2008 
 5 Last day of class 

  Last day to withdraw from the university 

 8 Dead Day (no classes) 

 9-12 Final Exams (Tuesday-Friday) 

 12 Commencement, 7:30 p.m., Moody Coliseum 

 13 Residence Halls close, noon 

 15 Christmas Holidays begin 

 18 Grades available online at 8 a.m. 
 

January 2009 
 5-9 January Intensive Courses 

 9-10 Welcome Weekend 

 10 Residence Halls open 

 12 First day of class 

 16 Last day to register for classes 

 19 Martin Luther King Holiday 

 23 Last day to request Credit/No-Credit or Pass/Fail 
 

February 2009 
1 School of Nursing applications due 

 20-21 Sing Song 
 

March 2009 
 9-13 Spring Break (no classes) 

April 2009 
 3 Last day to withdraw from a class 

 10 Easter Holiday 
 

May 2009 
 1 Last day of class 

  Last day to withdraw from the university 

 4 Dead Day (no classes) 

 5-8 Final Exams (Tuesday-Friday) 

 9 Commencement, Moody Coliseum  

       11 a.m., College of Biblical Studies, College of  

                      Business Administration, College of  

                      Education and Human Services, Patty  

                      Hanks Shelton School of Nursing 

       3 p.m.,   College of Arts and Sciences 

  Residence Halls close, noon 

 12 Maymester begins (classes meet Tuesday-Friday) 

 14 Spring grades available online at 8 a.m. 

 25 Memorial Day Holiday  

 28 Maymester ends 
 

June 2009 
 1 Summer I begins (Monday-Friday classes) 

 19 Last day to withdraw from a Summer I class 

 28-30 June Passport 
 

July 2009 
 2 Summer I ends 

 3 Independence Day Holiday 

 6 Summer II begins (Monday-Friday classes) 

 24 Last day to withdraw from a Summer II class 
 

August 2009 
 6 Summer II ends 

 7 Commencement, 7:30 p.m., Moody Coliseum 

 13 Grades available online at 8 a.m. 

 14 Residence Halls open for Welcome Week leaders 

 15 Residence Halls open for freshmen and transfers 

 16-18 August Passport 

 18-22 Welcome Week (Tuesday-Saturday) 

 22 Residence Halls open for returning students 

 24 First day of class 

  Official Opening Ceremony, 11 a.m., Moody Coliseum 
 

September 2009 
 4 Last day to request Credit/No-Credit or Pass/Fail 

 20-23 Lectureship (September Summit) 
 

October 2009 
 17 Homecoming 

 23 Fall Break 
 

November 2009 
 13 Last day to withdraw from a class 

 25-27 Thanksgiving Holidays 
 

December 2009 
 4 Last day of class 

  Last day to withdraw from the university 

 7 Dead Day (no classes) 

 8-11 Final Exams (Tuesday-Friday) 

 11 Commencement, 7:30 p.m., Moody Coliseum  

http://www.acu.edu/registrar
http://www.acu.edu/events
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ACU PROFILE  
¶ The university: A selective four-year private Christian 

university. ACU includes the colleges of Arts and Sciences, 

Biblical Studies, Business Administration, Education and 

Human Services, the Graduate School, the Graduate School of 

Theology, the School of Information Technology and 

Computing, the School of Social Work, and the Patty Hanks 

Shelton School of Nursing. It is affiliated with the Churches of 

Christ and is one of the largest private universities in the 

Southwest. 
  

¶ Academic programs*: Students may choose from 62 

baccalaureate majors that include more than 100 areas of study, 

27 masterôs degree programs and one doctoral program. 
 

¶ Accreditation:  Abilene Christian University is accredited by 

the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of 

Colleges and Schools to award associate, baccalaureate, 

masterôs and doctoral degrees. 
 

¶ Students: About 4,700 students, including approximately 

4,050 undergraduates and 650 graduate students, generally 

from all 50 states and about 60 other countries. 
 

¶ Location: ACU is in Abilene, Texas, an award-winning city of 

115,000 people 150 miles west of the Dallas and Fort Worth 

area. 
 

¶ Faculty: More than 220 full-time faculty members with 97 

percent of tenure-track faculty holding terminal degrees. A 

student-to-faculty ratio of 16:1. 
 

¶ Financial aid: Last year, ACU awarded more than $57 million 

to its students. Ninety-two percent of freshmen received 

financial aid, and their average amount (a combination of 

scholarships, grants, work-study and loans) was $12,960.  

¶ Annual cost: $23,400* for tuition, fees, room and board, plus 

approximately $800 for textbooks and supplies. 
 

¶ Health professional school acceptance rate: More than 80 

percent of ACU students who apply for admission to medical 

and dental schools are accepted, a rate double the national 

average. 
 

¶ International study:  ACUôs Study Abroad programs take 

students to study in places such as Europe, Asia, Latin America 

and Africa. Nearly 25 percent of graduating seniors have 

studied abroad. 
 

¶ Campus technology: Each residence hall has wireless Internet 

capability and a lab with Windows-based PC computers. 

Several major buildings also have wireless Internet capability, 

including the library. Each ACU student has an email address 

and access to the Internet and campus servers. 
 

¶ Campus organizations: There are more than 90 campus clubs 

and groups in which students can become involved, including 

six menôs social clubs and six womenôs social clubs. 
 

¶ Intramurals:  About 3,000 students participate each year in 22 

intramural sports and other activities such as flag football, 

basketball, softball, volleyball and waterball. Students also can 

be involved in the roller hockey, menôs soccer, and bike clubs. 
 

¶ Athletics: NCAA Division II, Lone Star Conference. Football, 

menôs and womenôs basketball, baseball, menôs golf, menôs 

and womenôs cross country, menôs and womenôs track and 

field, womenôs volleyball, menôs and womenôs tennis, 

womenôs softball, and womenôs soccer. ACU  is an annual 

contender for the United States Sports Academy Directorsô 

Cup, recognizing the best all-around sports program in NCAA 

Division II. 

*For 2007-08 school year. 

MAJOR UNDERGRADUATE AREAS OF STUDY  
Agricultural and Environmental Science: 

     Agribusiness, Animal Science, Environmental Science 
 

Art and Design:  Art, Graphic Design/Advertising,  

     Interior Design 
 

Bible, Missions and Ministry:  Biblical Text, Christian Ministry,  

     Missions, Vocational Missions, Youth and Family Ministry,  

     Ministry to Children and Families, Worship Ministry 
 

Biology:  Biology, Life Science Teaching 
 

Business Administration:  Accounting, Financial Management,  

     Management, Marketing, Information Systems* 
 

Chemistry:  Biochemistry, Chemistry,  

     Physical Science Teaching 
 

Communication:  Human Communication 
 

Communication Sciences and Disorders 

** Education:  Early Childhood, Fourth Grade through Eighth  

     Grade, High School (Eighth through Twelfth Grade), All-level  

     Special Education 
 

English 
 

Exercise Science and Health:  Exercise Science, Exercise and  

     Sport Science, Nutrition, Physical Education 
 

Foreign Languages:  Spanish 
 

History :  History, Social Studies for Teachers 
 

Information Technology and Computing:  Computer Science,  

     Information Systems*, Information Technology 

Interdisciplinary Studies 
 

International Studies 
 

Journalism and Mass Communication:  Integrated Marketing  

     Communication, Electronic Media, Journalism 
 

Mathematics:  Mathematics, Actuarial Science 
 

Music:  Vocal, Instrumental, Piano, Music 
 

Nursing 
 

Physics 
 

Political Science 
 

*** Pre-Professional 
 

Psychology 
 

Sociology and Family Studies:  Sociology, Family Studies 
 

Social Work 
 

Theatre 
 

*  The B.B.A. in Information Systems is offered collaboratively 

by the College of Business Administration and the School of 

Information Technology and Computing.  
 

** Students interested in teacher certification should consult the 

Department of Curriculum and Instructionôs section of the ACU 

Catalog for information about available areas of certification. 
 

*** Students who wish to prepare for professional fields can 

receive special advising in the following pre-professional areas: 

Architecture, Dentistry, Engineering, Law, Medicine, Medical 

Technology, Optometry, Pharmacy, Veterinary Medicine. 
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