
ACU BIG PURPLE MARCHING BAND 

 

President:   Travis Ball 

Vice President:  Jaylynn Phillips 

Secretary:   Sarah Gallaway 

Historian:   Stephanie Rusnak 

Chaplain:   Ruth Hougey 

Supply Committee:  Dan Sanchez, Jennifer 
     Crawford, Billy Prude, & Jeremy Simmons 

Fossil Representative:  Charles Burt 

Senior Representative: David Degge 

Junior Representative: Whitney McGaha 

Sophomore Representative: Arielle Collier 

Freshman Representative: (TBD) pending elections 

Drum Majors:  Travis Ball & Jaylynn Phillips 

2009  O FFICERS 

Flute:    Susanna Dietz 

Clarinet:     Laura Tucker 

Saxophone:    Dan Sanchez 

Trumpet:     Stephanie Rusnak 

Horn:     (TBD) 

Trombone:    Clinton Morgan 

Euphonium:    Eric Wyatt 

Tuba:     Preston Watkins 

Battery Percussion:   David Degge 

Pit Percussion:   Sara Bradley 

Color Guard Captain:   Ashleigh Banda 

Color Guard Lieutenant:  Kimberly Wolford 

FALL  2009  SECTION  L EADERS 

Hey Band!  My name is Travis Ball and I will be serving as your Band President as well as one of the Drum Majors this 
year.  I am getting uber pumped about our 2009-2010 season!  I pray this letter finds you enjoying your summer, 
relaxing, having an awesome time, and most of all getting ready for another great year. 

For the New Heads (this is you ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƳŀǊŎƘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ !/¦ .ƛƎ tǳǊǇƭŜ aŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ .ŀƴŘύ, the ACU Big Purple is 
a very close-knit community of friends who pray and have fun together.  All of us have been where you are and we all 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻȅǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǊŜǎƘƳŀƴ ȅŜŀǊΦ  L ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ L ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘΣ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀ ǎƻǳƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
Big Purple, and only three people on campus total.  Now some of my closest friends are my fellow band members.  I 
discovered in my first week of marching that I had already found a group to hang out with and somewhere I fit in.  Any 
ƻŦ ǳǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳ ŦƛƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƻΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ 
loves and supports each other musically, physically, mentally, emotionally, and spiritually. I know I speak for the whole 
band when I say that we are all very excited that you have decided to become a member of our family. 

bƻǿ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ hƭŘ IŜŀŘǎΦ  L ƪƴƻǿ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŦŜǿ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜΦ  
There are a lot of really cool and exciting things in the works right now, some are still in the development stage and 
ǎƻƳŜ ŀǊŜ ŦƛƴŀƭΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ȅŜŀǊ ƛǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎΗ  L ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŀƭǎƻ 
spend time getting to know the incoming New Heads and making them feel 
ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΦ  ²Ŝ ŀƭƭ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŜ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ƻƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ǘƻƳǇƛƴΩ 
DǊƻǳƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ƴŜǊǾƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŎŀǊŜŘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜΣ ǎƻ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŦǊŜǎƘƳŜƴ 
how we have a good time and just enjoy their company on the field. 

Now down to business: we need all of you, Old Heads as well as New Heads, 
to go online and fill out the gear up form before the semester starts. First, go 
ǘƻ ǿǿǿΦŀŎǳΦŜŘǳκōŀƴŘǎΦ /ƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ά.ƛƎ tǳǊǇƭŜ aŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ .ŀƴŘέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ 
ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ άFall 2009 Big Purple Online Form - sign up and gear 
order formέΦ 

Enjoy the rest of your summer and please be in prayer for each other as well 
as this upcoming season!  In Him, 

Travis Ball, Band President 

https://spreadsheets.google.com/viewform?formkey=cnhGWkFzNldJUUJHaTlGWXIzUkdyLXc6MA..
https://spreadsheets.google.com/viewform?formkey=cnhGWkFzNldJUUJHaTlGWXIzUkdyLXc6MA..


Student Leader Mandatory Sessions 
*Drum Majors, Officers, Section Leaders* 

DATE TIME EVENT LOCATION 

THU, Aug 13 5-9 pm Meeting, Meal, Devotional 5ǊΦ ²ŀǊŘΩǎ IƻƳŜ 
1326 Squires Road, 79602 

FRI, Aug 14 8 am-4 pm Session 1 (ropes course, training) Band Hall 

SAT, Aug 15 9 am-5 pm Session 2 (training, prep work) Band Hall 

PAGE 2 ACU BIG PURPLE MARCHING BAND 

LETTER FROM THE D IRECTORS 

Greetings Big Purple! We hope you are having a great summer. As this letter is being written,  many things are 
already in the works for our upcoming school year.  Mr. Whitelaw is busy arranging our show music, Kara and some 
student workers are busy preparing for your arrival, and many other plans are being made!  

But, the most important announcement isτPARTICIPATION SCHOLARSHIPS HAVE INCREASED FOR THIS YEAR!  You 
may have received an email already, but our participation scholarships have increased for this fall. ALL scholarships 
have been raised $140, so the new model is τ Freshman ς $640, Sophomore - $690, Junior - $740, Senior - $790. 

What is even more exciting is that our participation scholarships are now tied to the cost of tuition. As you can see 
the freshman level is equivalent to 1 credit hour of tuition, and in the future when tuition is raised, ALL of the 
scholarships will be raised accordingly so it remains that way. This is great news for us! 

Now getting down to business.  Please do the following things right awayτ 

wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭŀǎǎ όƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅύ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻƴ Blackboard this year. 

Go online to http://www.acu.edu/bands and click on the Big Purple link.  

 >    Fill out the 2009 online form IMMEDIATELY so we can make sure you have all of your gear for the fall. 

 >    Take a look at the online calendar. The link is on the right side of the Big Purple Band page.  Get these 
              dates in your calendar. As you look, notice the following: 

Our first game is Thursday evening of the first week of class.  This means a free weekend the first 
week!  We will not rehearse Friday of that week. 

Because they have scheduled 6 home games this fall, we will NOT be marching the West Texas Fair 
Parade.  So, even though there is an extra home game, with the Thursday game and not marching 
the parade we have gained two weekends for this season. 

Another new item for this year is that we will be playing less music for opening chapel. This means we will have more 
time to prepare the marching show during summer band!  We are really excited about this!   

A few summer band remindersτFreshman (new heads) ς we schedule summer band rehearsals around Passport 
and Welcome Week so that you still can participate these activities!  Officers and Section Leaders ς the required 
leadership training, meetings, and work sessions are August 13-15. This is such a great week for all of us, to get 
going with marching fundamentals, get the show started, and most of all have a great time together! 

Blessings and see you soon! 

Steven Ward, Director of Bands 

Kevin Whitelaw, Associate Director of Bands, Director of Big Purple Marching Band 

http://www.acu.edu/bands


Please note:  9ǾŜƴǘǎ ƭŀōŜƭŜŘ άNew Headsέ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ NEW members of the Big Purple MARCHING Band.     
Even if you have been in a concert season band at ACU but have not marched with us before, you are still a NEW HEAD. 
9ǾŜƴǘǎ ƭŀōŜƭŜŘ άOld Headsέ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ marched in the Big Purple Band.   

All activities that are italicized and bolded are optional. 
Student leaders are required to attend ALL activities.  

 

DATE TIME EVENT LOCATION 

SAT, Aug 15 Percussion Members ONLY 
 4-6 pm  Check-In, Meeting, & Auditions Band Hall 

 Color Guard Members ONLY 

 3-4 pm Beginners Clinic Performing Arts Center, North Lobby 

 4-6  Audition Prep Clinic North Lobby 

 7:30-9 Auditions & Check-In North Lobby 

SUN, Aug 16 2:30-4 pm Check-In & Get Gear τ EVERYONE Performing Arts Center, West Lobby 

 3-4  Percussion meeting & rehearsal Percussion Room 

 4:30-6 pm Music Rehearsal τ EVERYONE Band Hall 

 6-6:45  Devotional Band Hall 

 7-10  Food, Fun, & Games aǊ DŀǘǘƛΩǎ tƛȊȊŀ  

MON, Aug 17 8-8:30 am Breakfast τ NEW HEADS {ǘƻƳǇƛƴΩ DǊƻǳƴŘǎ 

 8:30-11 Marching Rehearsal τ NEW HEADS  {ǘƻƳǇƛƴΩ DǊƻǳƴŘǎ 

 12 noon Lunch ς ά5ǳǘŎƘ ǘǊŜŀǘέ wƻǎŀΩǎ wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ 

 4:15-6:15 pm Music Rehearsal τ EVERYONE Band Hall 

 7-10 Food & Games Sonic Drive-In 

TUE, Aug 18 8-8:30 am Breakfast τ OLD HEADS {ǘƻƳǇƛƴΩ DǊƻǳƴŘǎ 

 8:30-10:30 Marching Rehearsal τ OLD HEADS {ǘƻƳǇƛƴΩ DǊƻǳƴŘǎ 

 11 am-1 pm Music Rehearsal τ EVERYONE Band Hall 

 5:30-8  Dinner & Movie τ OLD HEADS Band Hall 

 8:30 Candlelight Devo ACU Amphitheater 
 

** Activities from this point forward include EVERYONE ** 

WED, Aug 19 8-10:45 am Marching Rehearsal {ǘƻƳǇƛƴΩ DǊƻǳƴŘǎ 

 1:30-3 pm Music Rehearsal Band Hall 

 8-10 Fun & Games Play Faire Park 

THU, Aug 20 8-10:45 am Marching Rehearsal {ǘƻƳǇƛƴΩ DǊƻǳƴŘǎ 

 1-3:15 pm Service Project τ OLD HEADS ONLY meet @ Band Hall 

 4:15-5:15 pm Music Rehearsal Band Hall 

 7:30-10 Bowling, Pool & Games ACU Bean Sprout 

FRI, Aug 21 8-10:30 am Marching Rehearsal {ǘƻƳǇƛƴΩ DǊƻǳƴŘǎ 

 3-5 pm Music Rehearsal Band Hall 

 5-5:30 Dinner provided TBA 

 5:30 Pep Rally Elmer Gray Stadium 

 8-10 pm Section Fun & Games TBA 

SAT, Aug 22 8:30-11:30 am Marching Rehearsal (& snacks) {ǘƻƳǇƛƴΩ DǊƻǳƴŘǎ 

 1-3 pm Opening Chapel Rehearsal Moody Coliseum 

SUN, Aug 23 6-8:30 pm New Heads & Officers (meal provided) Primetime 

SUMMER BAND SCHEDULE 



Abilene Christian University   ð  Big Purple Marching Band 
Phone: (325) 674-2197  --  toll free: (877) 520-2263  --  Email: bigpurple@acu.edu 

2009 AUDITION  I NFORMATION  

Percussionists should report on Saturday, August 15, 4-6 p.m. in the Band Hall for a general meeting followed by 
auditions. Auditions are for instrument placement within the section; we will find a place for everyone that 
auditions. 
 
Audition materials and information can be found on the Big Purple home page after July 1st @ www.acu.edu/
bands.  /ƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ά.ƛƎ tǳǊǇƭŜ aŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ .ŀƴŘέ ƭƛƴƪΣ ǘƘŜƴ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ άCŀƭƭ нллф aǳǎƛŎ CƛƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ tŜǊŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ !ǳŘƛǘƛƻƴ 
LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΦέ CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ŀǳŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŜƳŀƛƭ 5ǊΦ ¢ŜŜƭ ŀǘ ǘŜŜƭŀϪŀŎǳΦŜŘǳΦ 

 MARCHING BAND PERCUSSION AUDITIONS: 

Abilene Christian University 
Big Purple Marching Band 
ACU Box 28274 
Abilene, TX 79699-8274 

www.acu.edu/bands 

PARTICIPATION SCHOLARSHIP AMOUNTS (for Marching Band ð no audition required)  

FRESHMAN  $640        SOPHOMORE  $690        JUNIOR  $740        SENIOR  $790 

2010 Spring Break Campaign 
& Concert Tour 

for Wind Ensemble 

BRAZIL 
We are going! 

More details coming sooné. 

 

Jazz and Orchestra auditions will take place the first week of classes.  

Please check out the website for details: www.acu.edu/bands,  
click on Ensembles, then click on Jazz or Orchestra. 

For additional information, please contact the following directors: 
Jazz Ensembles:  Mr. Brown 325-674-2044, derek.brown@acu.edu 
Orchestra:  Dr. Ward 325-674-2028, steven.ward@acu.edu 
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http://www.acu.edu/bands
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